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MOST NOBLK 

WILLIAM ROBERT FITZGERALD, 

DUKE OF LEINSTER, - 

Vifc, Leinftcr of TaploV, in Great Britain; Premier 
Dttke» Marquis^ Earl and Baron of Ireland; 

LORD LIETJTENANT cF n^ COUNTY of K^^DAKE ; 
Knight of the moft Illtt^rious Ord^r of S-^^ I^atRici^; 

Otic of his M^efty^s Moft HQnourabl^ 
PRIVY COUNCIL, 

My Lord Dule^ 

1 TAKE the Liberty of dedicating the foU 

losing ih^s to yotir Grace, in tefiimpny of 

the grateful fcnfe, I, as an humble Individual, 

among millions, entertain of the highly impor-^ 

tant fervices you have conftantly rendered this 

conntry, as a firm and patriotic fenator, and as 

a humane and indulgent landlord. Other Irifh 

^ Noblemen, to their indelible difgrace fquander 

W their Fortunes in fboliih and idle diffipation iu 

^ foreign climes, while you and your amiable 

^ Duchefs, enjoying the greater luxury of doings 

H good, conilantly refide in and fpread blefiings 

^ overft9^ 



D-E D I C A T I O N, 

oyer the face of youf native latid. Emmeatlj! 
diftinguilhed for the ttioft engaging affability, 
generous hofpitality^ and princely munificence^ 
you chear, confole, animatp and adorn by your 
prefente and ei^ample, the drobping 'tirtles of 
this negleded and infulted Ifle. Tha« is> indeedk 
entertainment and employment mofl: worthy 
of true Nobility, while it is the fevereft com-r 
ment on the cbhduft of thbfe who negle^i the 
jfready laudable example of the oioft digni- 
fied perfonage of the lirifh nation. But I will 
?aot any lofigef ilidlirge ihy feelings 6li this head, 
affured as I aift that true greatnefs, fuch as yours, 
is as folicitous to avoid, as it is ever ready and 
affiduous to deferve juft applaufe. Feeling of 
your Grace as I do^ aiid happy in paying this 
public tribute to yout virtues, I beg leave to 
iiibfcribe myMf with the greateft TefpeA and 
jpridft pirofound efteem,* 

My Lord Dukie, 
your Graces's nibH graTeful 
and moft devoted 

humble Servant, 
^olUg^, Jan^ i/?, 1793. J. MULLALLa/ 
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1 T is with no fmall (hare oF diffidence I appear' 
before the Tribunal of the Public, as the man 
who IS vain, enough to write the roliiical Ijif- 
tory ofhisown time* embarks in not only a 
difficult, but an unpleafing labour, as he infen- 
fibly is liable to be drawn into attachments; 
and there are few who can reafou calnjly, and 
judge difpaffionately of prefent minifters and 
prefent meafiires. The warmth of my temffer 
has frequently led me into commendations, but, 
wl^en 1 felt the efie<9[s of ill humour, excited by 
men and meafuires, I felcjom thought it expedient 
to be particular, as I would not wifli to arraign 
or commend i.he meafures of any adminifi ration, 
without being well informed of the whole com- 
bination of circumftances, which the flatefman 
had then in \iev{y for to cenfure miniflers with 
a petulant and narrow fpirit of detraflion, is illi- 
beral and highly reprehenfible, to inveftigate 
fairly their principles of adtion, and the means 

which 
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wfiicb they apply,- is the birth-right of an feifif- 
nian, and ao employment worthy agoOjd^^U- 
zen. I have chofen for my fubjeft the mpft 
iuterefting period in the annals of my couBtry, 
although it furnifhes few materials to dignify and 
grace the hiftoric page, it is however filled with 
eventful operations, and to- relate them becomes 
rather an^ act of d^ity, than a claim to literary 
fame. I coniider what I ha^'^ done as no more 
than a canvas prepared for more able bands. 
But in the view 1 have taken of the diSferent > 
adnjiniilration^ from Lord Towxiihend's to the 
depjirture of the Marquis of Buckingham, I.have . 
carefully ^endeavoured to fteer clear of iafti^n, 
and to point out inftances of patiiotiim,' virtue, 
and fuperior penetration, in whatever ptac^, in 
whatever ftation found. I have alio condenfed 
the fubieSl into as clofe a point of view as pof. 
fible, that the public may be the better enabled 
XQ fo^m a jufter efdn^ate of the meafures w-hich 
have been purfued, and hpw far the aflairs of 
the nation have been couduiled vwith fidelity 
and attention. If in fonie places, I (hould be' 
COEffidered _as fomewhat ,tqQ fevere, let it be 
remembered that when parliaments hav^ become 
the echo of the miniUer, and impeachment 
has vanifhed out of the ccnftitution, national 
^uflice is not obtained by us otherwife than 
through the cenforiaa povvcr of the public; the 

cxercife 
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cxercife of this power becomes an abfolutc duty* 
confeqtiently tben uncommon profligacy muft 
iicocffarily provoke xmcommon cenfurc. For 
aUhoiigb national calamities ate the moft ftrong 
and feverc tcprehenfions on the 'mifcondu€t of 
thofe who have produced them, it ftiil mnft be 
&tther remarked^ that when mifcreants in power 
provoke the refe&tmentof a generous and brave 
nation by their oppreflions, ic is juil that accord- 
ing to their deferts, they (hould fieel the lafti of 
their refentment. In going thns far, I truS: it 
will appear that I have proceeded with jufticc 
and impartiality, and that I was a£luatcd by no 
motive but the real love of my country. In my 
lefearches I have beca much indebted to many 
learned friends, to none more than to the truly 
liberal and philofophic Dr. CampbelL I 
muft requeft the reader will be good enough 
to reftify fuch errors as have efcaped obfcr- 
vation, and I hope the difproportion between 
the extent of the fubjeft, and that of my 
capacity, will plead foe the impcrfeftions of the 
work. 

A finccre wifh to extend the chain of union 

and benevbleiice, through all denominations of 

. my countrymen prompted me to take up the 

pen and to encounter an heavy expence in the 

publication 
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pubUcatJon of the fubfeqppnt (hects j fliwld ipy 
bumbk labour iu apy refpefl: t0n4 to promote 
the b^^ppiaefs of my fellowrgreatp^e?, tbe 
Reflefticm will ft^pd me u)ftead of Glory, it wUl 
be the ddight of n^y age^ and th^ coftfoUtion of 
ray lateft moments. 

Jmtmy I ft, 1793' ' . ■ . 
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THE adminiftration of Lord Townlhend in 
1 768, was diftinguiftied by a material change ^ 
in the conftitution. In early times the parlia- 
ment of this country was annual. In latter 
times the duration of our parliaments was pro- 
longed, from the commencementof each reign to 
the demife of the king, unlefs he chofeto diffolve 
it by an exertion of prerogative. Thus the 
nation had in reality a number of felf-created 
legiilators, no reprefentatives. This arrogated 
power was not only deftrudive of a radical 
principle of the conftitution, but replete with 
moft pernicious confequences. From the mo- 
ment of their ele&ion, the Commons becapie 
wholly independent of their conftituents. The 
temptations of lucre and avarice multiplied and 
feduced them from the paths of re£litude and 
integrity; and the public welfare was facrificed 
by felf intereft at the unhallowed ftirine of vena- 
lity and corruption. Such was the temper of 
B the 
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tbe nation when Lord Townlhend was fent over 
to take upon him the adminiftration of this 
kingdom. He was inftrufted^o nfe every means 
to break the power of the a/iftocracy of Ireland, 
and to reduce the kingdom to. a ftate of ftill 
greater fubferviency to Great Britain, how far 
he fucceeded in his deligns, the hiftoiy of his 
adminiftration will fully illuftrate. It is rather 
» a painful ta& to a man of nice fenfibility to be 
obliged by the recital of fafts to occafion a dif- 
agreeable feufation in the breaft of any man ; 
but regardlefs of private when public confide- 
Tations come in competition with them, I ihall 
boldly declare iny fentiments unawed either by 
power, or influenced by interefted motives 

Under the aufpices of a baneful minifter who 
direfted the adminiftration in the reign of George 
the Second, the method of bribing the legiflative 
body was reduced to a fyftem. Various attempts 
were made to obviate this evil, and to bring back 
theConftitution to its original principles. Dur- 
ing the adminiftration of Lord Townlhend, a 
>lnU for limiting the duration of Parliament 
to fe:7en years was transmitted to Great Bri- 
tain ; and returned -with the addition of a year. 
This bill icalled the>G^iCDnial Bill paflfed into a 
l{iw TJiii^ change was attended' with the moft 
ftlutary confequences. The parliament was 
diffoived, ijji .purfu^ace of ih^s bill, and a new 
I5H?^ iek^led, which met in Auguft of the 
'/olljOwi^g y^ar. In t^is f^liiqn an infringe- 
ment 
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meat was ^tempted by government upon 
tbe privileges of the Commons* A money 
bill that did not originate with them, was pre- 
fented to the Houfe. It was once read, and 
they then i^ejefted it with becoming fpiriti The 
Lord Lieutenant was much difpleafed, and re- 
peatedly prorogued them until February feven- 
teen hundred and feventy one. The rifmg of 
Infurgents in the North of Ireland, denominated 
Steel-boy3 took place this year occafioned by an 
abfentee noblemafU, who letting fome land^ 
then out of leafe, propofed to take fines from his 
tenants inftead of an additional rent. Such te- 
nants as were in cireumftaiices to comply, paid 
the fines, and fuch as were not able to pay 
fjnes were oufted by new comers who infifted 
upon a rent from the old tenants greater than 
tljey were able to pay. Being thus deprived of 
tE^eir habitations and means of fubfiftence, 
thipy became defperate, and perpetrated the moft 
att^-ocious crimes, particularly againft thofe who 
weJ^e inftrumental in reducing them to their pre- 
fent diftreffed fituation. On account of the 
enormity of their crimes, many of them 
were taken and tried at Carrickfergus, and 
were acquitted either for fear of the refent- 
.ment of the populace, or a fuppofed partiality in 
either witneffes or jury. On this account, the 
Icgiflature paffcd an aft, by which all perfons in- 
difted of fuch oiBTences were ordered to be tried 
in counties different from thofe in which the 
crimes were committed. In coiifequetice many 
B 2 of 
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of the Steel Boys, who had been gulUy of thofe 
offences were fent to Dublin, and there put upon 
their trial, but this was confidered to be 4 
breach of a fundamental law of the conllitution, 
neither did the jury there find any of them 

This odious aft was foon after repealed, and 
many infurgents were tried in their refpeftive 
counties and executed.?- Thefe examples, aided 
by the exertions of the military, extipguilhed the 
commotio^, but the caufe from which it origina-r 
ted, produced pffeds that were highly injurious 
to this country, for Ihortly after, many thoufends 
of its inhabitants emigrated to America. — Intak-? 
ing a review of this adn^iniftration, as an impar- 
tial writer, I muft confider Lord Townfhend's 
proteH againft the rights qf this kingdom as an 
outrageous and hafty ineafure ; for the right of 
the Hpufe of Commons to rejeft bills has never 
been denied, not ieven by government itfdf, nor 
has ;t ever been aflerted, that a money bill is ex- 
empted from this right. By way of extenuation 
of his Lprdfhip's conduft, it may be faid, he had 
orders; I believe he had, but as there are terms 
on which no hpneft man will accept of an emr 
ployment, fo there are terms on which no honeft 
riian will continue in one, and "the Britilh 
minifter whq could compel Lord Townfhend 
to execi^te the worft orders, could not compel 
I.ord ToY^nlhend to continue Lord Lieutenant. 
ITiis nation does nqt pay the Chief Governor.au 

immenfe 
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fmmcnfe falaxy pur^ely for tbe purpofe of heboid* 
ing him, nor does it mean that he ftiould be a 
mere cypher of ftate, unable to ferve and obfe* 
quious to injure us The people looked for pro^ 
tedion, not violation in Lord Townftiend, but 
he did not anfwcr the purpofe of his magiftracy 
in being the channel to let in upon the ^injgdom 
tjie tyrannic adminiftratioi^ of another. 

The incoherent couduA of Lord Townftiend 
deftroyed the advantages at this conjundurc. 
He came to deftroy the power of an old junto, 
and at thip fame time declared he had no power. 
He came to eftablilh government in Ireland on 
its own authority, and gave the wages of govern* 
roent to thofe who oppofed government. He 
came to deftroy the uadertak^rs in this kingdom 
and by his meafures he mad^ their party the par* 
ty of the nation. Th^ genuis of Lord Townt 
head's admininiftration appears to be a rage of 
unbecoming inconfifteacy, and his government 
was furprifing to all men, from the facred perfon 
who filled the throne, to the gaping throng, who 
wondered at his Excellency's relaxation of all 
dignity ; that the cojidud of the reprefentative 
body Ihould be fairly laid before the public, is 
equally important to them as to Lord Townf-r 
hend either the laws were violated by the houfe 
of Commons or they have been falfified by the 
reprefentative of Majefty ; and the innocence of 
the one i$ the guilt of the other 

Th« 
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The Connnons rejeae4 a moneys bill and^ded 
this refolmion ^' Refolved that the faid bill is re- 
jfi^ed, bccaufe it did not take its rife in thi3 
boufe." The Chief Governor arraigned their 
ijonduft from the throne, and cenfured this 
xefolution as being contrary to the loth of Hen, 
VII. and to the 5d and 4th of Philip and Mairy, 
If then this vote and refolution do not contra- 
di6l thefe laws, it follows that the charge on the 
reprefentative body is falfe and libellous, and that 
the falfehood is criminal in proportion to the 
dignity of the body which it calumniates, and 
dangerous in proportion to the authority 
which gives it fandion — ^Let us then allow for a 
Hioment every interpretation which our enemies 
have given to thofe ftatutes, and forget their 
hiftory and their true meaning, we fhall find 
tbe caufe of the Chief Governor fo deplorable, 
that even admitting that explanation of thofe 
ftatutes which curtails the rights of the Commons 
tJicmoft, theconduft of the Commons will ftill be 
juftified, and his excellency muft ftill be con- 
demned. I will allow then, for argument fake, 
that there is no difference between a fupply bill 
and any other law, and that by the law of Poy- 
nings and of Philip and Mary, the council have 
an undoubted right to give rife to a money bill 
without any fuggeftion from the Commons. 
The bill then was certified by an aflembly, who 
had a right to give rife to it; and had as legal an 

origin 
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origin as if it had been fitft propofed in the 
Houfe of Commons. That any of the three 
cftates of Parliament may rejeft a bill fo certified 
no man will deny. But the Lord Lieutenant 
has aflerted that the vote and refolution, whereia 
the Commons affign their reafon for reje&ing the 
bill propofed to them, are contrary to Poyning's 
. and the 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary. In 
what terms tt^en Ihall we fpeak of the treatment 
\vc have received, if it Ihall appear that there is 
not one word in that refolution which contra- 
dicts any expofition of thefe ftatutes? Yet per- 
haps fo manifeft a truth has never been brought 
into queftion. — Had the Commons afferted they 
only had a right to give rife to money bills, then- 
indeed they would have dented an explanation 
which fome perfons have fiiadfe of the laws ef 
this country. 

But they did not make fuch an aflertion ; they 
did not deny the powers which have been af- 
cribed to the privy counfel. of giving rife to 
money bills; but they did not efteem that mode 
of granting the moft deferving of their approba- 
tion. — Of two methods equally legal the one 
may be preferable to the other ; and it is their 
right and duty to confider expediency as well 
as legality. The propofition of a money bill 
from the council may be as lawful as the propo- 
fition of fuch a bill from the Commons ; but 
vj-hat follows from" this conceffipn? That the 
the two modes are equally legal, but now that 

they 



8 TH£POLITICAL 

they are equally elegiblc Allowing them to be 
equal in point of law, there may be other ref- 
pcfts in which they may not be equal ; and if 
fuch be the opinion of the Commons, may they 
not rejedl the one jnethod perpetually upon that 
principle, and give the other method a perpetual 
preference. Had the Commons gone further 
than they did, and had added another refolution 
that they never would pafs a money bill which 
did not take its rife In their Houfe, even this 
would not have contradi6ied his Excellency's 
expofition of the laws of Poyning's and 
Philip and Mary; it would only be de- 
claring the ufe they would make of their 
undoubted power of rejeftion, without denying 
the power of the propofition which the council 
had claimed. But fo far is the refolution of the 
Commons from contradiding the law we fpeak 
of, that a man, who agreed with our enemies 
in their expofition of it, might alfo agree 
with the refolution of the Commons. Nay that 
very expofition might be made a part of that 
yefoltition and embodied in the fame fentence, 
and yet the refolution would remain perfeftly 
confiftent. Suppofe for example the refolution 
had been worded thus ; " Refolved that the faid 
is rejefled becaufe it did not take its rife in this 
Houfe, but in the privy council who certified it 
according to Poyning's law, and the 3d and 4th 
of Philip and Mary, which we confefs to be a 
legal, but do not cfteem to be the moft eligible^ 

method 
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method of giving rife to bills of fupply," Here 
i^ the power of the council afferted in the fame 
fentence with the refolution of the Commons* 
How do they contradiA? Where is their in- 
confiftency ? Have we not here a proof equal 
even to mathematical demonftrati on, of the 
falfehood of the Chief Governor's aflerdon* 
Let his friends then fpare themfelves the trouble 
of torturing the ftatutes ; let them have mercy 
upon law, hiftory and common fenfe. Their 
cxpofitions may injure their country but cannot 
ferve their patron. Such has been the crime of 
the parliament; and what has been the punifti- 
ment of thp nation? What then was the con- 
dition of the country? The interruption of 
public works, and the abfolute decay of fome, 
the ruin of the filk manufafture, which as yet 
exifts but by the premium ; the wound to the 
trade of the metropolis, the bankruptcy of the 
Dublin fociety, the expiration of temporary fla- 
tutes, and the fupport of public charities are but 
trivial confiderations, Ivhen compared to the 
fufpenfion of an adive, un corrupted parliament 
of four years without one aft except a fupply bill, 
to the violation of truth even from the throne, 
to the intimidation of future virtue, to the degra- 
dation of the parliament, and the infult ofiered 
to the underftanding of the nation. — I omit to 
examine the legality of intruding the proteft of 
the Chief Governor into the journals of the 
Houfe of parliament. Thofe who have read the 
proteft of the lords will uot be at a lofs what to 

think 
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ihiak ox^ that meafure. Neither ftiall I examifi* 
each particular folly which the fpeech and the 
protell contain ; I would not be very ambitious 
of fiich viaories over his Excellency, and I leave 
them and the man who delivered them ito the 
opinion which the world has already formed. 

It was Lord Townftiend's good fortune to meet 
a Parliament that entertained an extraordinary 
reverence for the King, they therefore protefted 
him fa long as compliment was the objeft of 
governaient, but when he came to meafures, 
the oppofition^ which fpoke the voice of the na^ 
tion was too powerful for him, what they gave 
tbey gave from generofity, what they withheld 
they vn'hheld with fuperiorlty of ftrength, ia 
every thing they did, they conduced themfelves 
witn extraordinary delicacy, for while they ma- 
nifefted by their ftrength a fuperiority over the 
viceroy^ by their liberality to the King did they 
exhibit unexampled inftances of foyalty and at- 
tachment : they granted his Majefty the ordinary 
fapplics, they moieov^r voted aa enormous loan 
fafflcient to falisfy even royal prodigality, they 
2greed lo that mafs of expence the aiAgmtntaiion 
of the army, they enabled his M4ljefty to alienate 
a part of the public revenues which his Majefty 
ha J before been advifed to alienate contrary to 
Law. Thefe were the meafures of his Majefty's 
gjvernmeiit The firft attack of the Commons 
on Lord Tov/ufhend, was a declaration of the 
h^ufe, " that the abilities and dTeatial iaterefts 

of 
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of tluj country, ftiould be the meafures of the fup- 
ply ; thd next w'as*'a refolution of the Commons 
in favour of oeconomy and all poffible retrench- 
ment ; This.^as fuppofed to imply a refleftion 
pn his Excellency's adrainiftration, and was 
therefore zealoufly but inefleftually oppofed by 
his friends in Parliament, The next Parliamen- 
ary overthrow, was in the condemnation of the 
Excife Board. The next of his Lordftiip's hu- 
xniliations was Mr. Dyfon's cafe, in which the 
^Commons declared, " They would not provide 
for.apenfion, which had been granted under 
his Lordfliip'is admihiftration, in ^violation of the 
royal promifd on this queftion his Excellency 
was beat but by one, iti the Committee, but he 
. had the queftion revived in the houfe, contrary 
to the law of Parliament. The next charge againft 
this adminift.ration was taken from the public 
accounts, in them it feems a charge had been 
handed down of about 90001. for militia arms, 
and fortifying tl^e harbour of Cork.; Lord 
Townftiend's popularity was of fhort duration 
^n this country, by diverting the channel of 
Court favour into a multitude of little ftreams, 
the gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons looked 
up jto him, not only as the fource, but the dif- 
penfer of every gratification, not even a com- 
miflion in the revenue worth above 40I. ai year 
could be difpofed of without his approbation. 
Thus were the old undertakers given to under- 
ftand that there was no other way left of doing 
' buJinefs than through him. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF tORDS. 

Die Veneris, Dec. 22, 1769, 

A MOTION being made, that the Speaker of this 
Houfebe defired to direft, that no prbteft of any 
perfon whomfoever, who is not a Lord of par- 
liament, and a membei of this houfe, and which 
doth not refpeft a matter which hath been previ- 
oufly in queftion before this houfe, and wherein 
the Lord protefling had taken, part with the mi- 
nority either by perfon. or by proxy, be entered 
on the Journals of this houfe. 

And a debate arifing thereupon, the queftion 
was put, and the houfe divided. 

It pafled in the negative. 

Dissentient, 

ift. Becaufe, we conceive that it is the fole 
and exclulive right and privilege of a lord of par- 
liament, and member of this houfe, to have his 
proteft entered on the journals of this houfe ; and 
that even a Lord of parliament and member of 
this houfe cannot have his proteft fo entered ex- 
cept upon a matter previoufly in queftion before 
rhis houfe, wherein the Lord protefting took 
part with the minority, either by perfon or by 
proxy, 

2dly, 



\ 
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2dly, Becaufe we conceive that this regulation 
ofthe privilege of protefting, Hands upon the 
fame principle, in confequence of which, this 
privilege hath obtained among the Lords, and 
not among the reprelentatives of the people. 
The latter, we apprehend, are confidered by the 
coniiitution as aftuated and juftified by the fen- 
timents of thofe whom they reprefent. Whereas 
the Lords who ad not as deputies, but in their 
own right, are perfonally refponfible for their 
condu£l to pofterity. The pradlice of a perma- 
nent juftification, alfo, feems to have been deem- 
ed a more neceffary guard upon a body whofe 
power was permanent. Hence we conceive the 
privilege of protefting arofe, that the Lord, a- 
gainft whom the majority had declared, might 
have an opportunity of vindicating himfelf to 
future times ; which the original cuftom of iui- 
ferting the names of ^ach Lord on the journals, 
with the part he had taken in the queftion, ren- 
dered more neceffary. And we therefore appre- 
hend, as it would be abfurd for a Lord to juflify 
his conduft, where he had not afted, that the 
privilegeof protefting hath been, by reafon, as 
well as praftice, confined in cafes, in which the 
Lord protefting had taken a part, and in which, 
upon queftion, the majority had been of a difier- 
ent opinion, 

3dly, Becaufe we conceive that the Earl ol 
Strafford, who firft attempted, and that but in a 
fingle inftance, to ester his protefl:, as chief go- 

vernoir 
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yernor, upon tlie journals of this^ioufe, was a 
perfon of fuch an arbitrary fpirit, ,an4 thp. timfS^ 
in which he lived, of ib ^d example, ^nd hi? 
faid proteft fo informal, aijid faulty .in itfeLf,xhat 
fuch his proceeding ought ixQXXo b.e co^^ered 
as a precedent. 

4thly, Becaufe, we apprehend .th^t the only 
fubfequeiit inilance, * to wit, the prpteft pf Lord 
Sydney, — which was xjaade in ' heat, by that 
governour, whofe conduit was difapproved, on 
his recal to England, which ,foon followed, and 
founded upon tlie fame example, which pught 
not to .have beep imitated— was ftill more irre- 
gular and improper ; inafmuch, as it related to 
a matter which had never been before this houfe, 
and refpe(Sled the privileges .and proceedings pf 
the other houfe of parliaojeut, 

5thly, l^ec2Lu^e we ponceive it t o be peculiarly 
neceffary at this time, to exprefs our fentiments 
upon. this. fnbjeft, when w^ have reafbn to ap- 
prehend, .that it is intended, that a proteft fhall 
be entered upon the journals of this houfe, rela- 
tive t;o the proceedings and privileges of the otjier 
houfe of parliament, in imitation, of the laft: men- 
tioned proteft. 

.6thly, 

♦i^. B. The prorogation of Xx)rd Sydney wai not in confequence 
' 4>f orders r^cdv^d Crop Englfijijd, 39 ^there was, not time between the 
rejedlion ofihe Pnvy-Council Moriey-bilT, ^nd the prorogation, ibrariy 
•foch orders to have been had; the true reafon was, lathis Lor^&ip 
.expcded to have b<en,caljed to account, by .the thfn H,wf€ of Com- 
mons, for the having fraudulently taken poiTelfion of- the eUatc of 
Lord Tyrconnel. 



HISTORY ^F IJIELAI^D. itc. i| 

6thly, Becaufe we apprehend that we cmght 
not to fuffer this diftinguilhed privilege of the 
Lords to be invaded or affumed by any perfon 
in whatever ftation, and that we ought parti cn- 
larly torefift any fuch attempt, H^irhen it maybe 
thought to involve a breach of the privileges of 
•the other houfe of parliament alfo, and may there- 
fore be produdlive of diflention between the two 
houfes. 

LOWTK, 

Chaklemoni*, 
powerscourt, 

MoUNTMORRIS, 
LONGFORP. 

On Friday the 22d of December, the above 
proteft was entered ; — notwithftanding which 
on the Tuefday following, the Lord Lieutenant 
went down to the houfe of Lords, and entered a 
proteft upon the Lords journals, againft the pro- 
ceeding of the Commons, in rejefting the Privy- 
Councif Money-bill, and alledging their reafon 
for fo doing. Thd Houfe of Commons gave 
orders to their clerk,' that the Lord Lieutenant's 
fpeech or proteft fliould aot be entered upon their 
Journals. 



Dk 
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DicLuncBy ^ Martis, 177 1. 

A motion being made that the paragraph in the 
Addrefsof the King, returning thanks to his 
Majeltv for continuing Lord Townftieud in the 
goveriiinent of Ireland, be omitted — it pafled 
in the negative. 

' Dissentient. 

ift. BECAUSE the repeated proofs we have 
had of his Majefty's paternal tendernefs towards 
his people convince us, that a mifreprefenta- 
tion of his faithful commons could alone have 
determined his royal breaft to exert his undoubt- 
ed prerogative of proroguing his parliament, at a 
crifis when the expiration of Uws, effentialto the 
well being of this kingdom, peculiarly feemed to 
point out the moft urgent demand for the afliftance 
of the legiflature ; at a time, when the commons 
had given a recent, efficacious, teftimony of their 
unremitted zeal for his Majefty's fervice, by voting 
an augmentation of his Majefty's forces ; — a mea- 
fure which had been prefented to parliament as 
highly acceptable to the King; at a feafon too 
when the fuddennefs of this unexpe6led mark of 
his royal difpleafure rendered its confequences 
almoft irretrievably fatal to the nation, info much 
that we fee with the deepeft concern an extraor- 
dinary deficiency in his Majefty's revenue, pro- 
ceeding from the declining ftate of our credit, 
tradoi and manufadures, thereby occafioned* 

2ndLy 



idly, Bi^caii!e the undoubted confidence we re- 
J)ofe in his Majeft/s inviolate regard to the funda-^ 
mental principles of the conftitution, affures us, 
that the attempt which has been lately made to in- 
fringe that balance indefeafibly infepatable from 
;ts very formation, by entering upon the journals! 
of this houfe a proteft animadverting upon the 
proceedings of the Hbufe of Commons,' was the 
refult of pernicious counfels, infidioufly calcula- 
ted to alienate the affeftions of the mod loyal fub- 
jedls^om the moft amiable! of Princes ; an opini- 
on in which we conceive oiirfelves by fo miich 
the better founded, as this unc'onftitutional exten- 
fioii is unprecedented faveonly in one inftance; 
which Was followed by the juft difapprobation 
of the fovereign, teftified by the immediate re- 
moval of the chief governor. We further con- 
'Ceive, that as the conftitution of this kingdom is, 
in refpedl to the diftinft depariments of the 
Crown, the Lords, and the Commons, one and 
the fame with that of Great-Brituiny we ftiould 
depart not only from our duty to our King, and 
to this our country, but like wife from that regard 
which we owe to Great-Britain, if in our high 
capacity of hereditary great council of Ireland 
to the Crown, we fhould acqui^fce under an at- 
tempt which manifeftly tfends to fubvert th^^t re- 
ciprocal independence of the three eftates, ^hicif 
is the bafis of its fecurity; 

3dly, Becaufe the juftice and piety which fhine 
<?onfpicuous in our fovefeign, as well in his do- 
ineftic life, as on the throne, do not ftiffer us tS 
Juppofe, that the difmiflion of tfufty nobles and 

e the 
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commoners from his Majefty's privy-council— 
the former only becaufe they made a juft exercife 
of their hereditary birth right, as Peers of the 
realm, the latter on account of their parliamenta- 
ry condudl, — can have proceeded from the truly 
informed intention of fo great and good a prince* 
4thly, Becaufe moderation, firmnefs, conlif- 
tency a due diftinftive regard to all ranks of per- 
forms, a regular fyftem of adminiftration, being 
as we perceive indifpenfably requifite to the 
fupport and dignity of government, and to the 
conduft of his Majefty's affairs; we cannot, 
without violation of truth and juftice, return 
thanks to the King for continuing a chief gover- 
nor, who in contempt of all forms of bufinefs, 
and rules of decency, heretofore refpedled by 
his predeceffors, is adluated only by the moft ar- 
bitrary caprice, to the detriment of his Majefty's 
interefts, to the injury of this opprefled country, 
and to the unfpeakable vexation of perfons of 
every condition 

Lowth, Moira, 
Leinfter, v Molefworth, 

Weftmeath, Shannon, 

Lanelborough, Mornington, 

Powerfcourt, Bellamont, 

Beftive, Longford, 

Mountcafhell, Baltinglafs, 

Charlemont, Lifle. 



Die 
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Die Jovis, 7 Mart Is ^ I77i* 

A motion being made that the Proteft of Lord 
Townfhend entered upon the Journals of this 
Houfe on the 26th of December, 1769, be 
now. expunged ; it paffed in the negative. 

Dissentient, 

ift. BECAUSE we coiiceive that by the en: 
tering of the Lord Lieutenant's proteft upon 
the Journals of this houfe, at thfe clofe of the 
laft feflion, the privileges of this houfe, and the 
conftitutional rights of the peerage, have been 
moft flagrantly infringed and violated, and that 
therefore the eai'lieft opportunity Ihould befei^ed 
of vindicating the rights and privileges of th6 
peerage, and of wiping away the aflfront which 
this houfe has received therein, by expunging 
from its Journals this matter of offence, which 
has been Unwarrantably aiid illegally obtruded 
upon them. 

2ndly, Becaufe we conceive that the above-' 
mentioned proteft contains in it matter in the 
higheft degree illegal and unconftitutional, info-, 
much as it claims a right, and pfefumes, to ani-' 
madvert upon fome proceedings of the lower 
houfe of Parliament ; now we are bold to aflert, 
that whenever any one branch of the legiflature 
fhall arrogate a right to animadvert upon either 
of the other two branches, the branch 6f the le- 
giflature, fo fubjeft to animadveffiori,' would in- 
ftantly ceafe to be part of the fupreme power, the? 

e i balance 
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balance of the conftitution would be overturned, 
and that branch, in which this jurifdi6lion re- 
lided would be compleatly fovereign ; a fuppofi- 
tion which is equally abhorrent to the fpirit, 
and to the letter of the conftitution. 

3dly BECAUSE we conceive that this houfe 
hath and ought to have, the fole and exclufive 
dominion ovefr its Journals, in like manner as 
the Commons have over theirs ; and that the 
Lord Lieutenant hath no more right to order an 
entry to be made upon our Journals, than he 
hath to order an entry to be made in the Journals^ 
of the Commons ; and we conceive, that as the 
Crown, though a branch of the legiflature, is no 
ejiate of parliament, therefore the Crown or its 
reprefentatives can have no jurifdiflion over 
the Journals of the eftates of parliament ; which 
are the records of the proceedings of the delibera- 
five branches of the legiflature, whereof the 
Crown is not one. And we are the more con- 
firmed in this opinion, by refleding, that there 
is not a fingle inftance, even in the moft arbitrary 
times, of fuch a power being claimed, or exer- 
cifed, by the Crown of Great-Briain over the 
Journals of . the Britifh Peers. We apprehend 
alfo, that no matter can ^ith propriety be entered 
upon the Journals of this houfe, without the 
leave of this houfe jprevioufly had or implied, 
as is clearly evinced by the conftant prafiice of 
reading the minutes jby the Clerk before the houfe 
is adjourned, in ordeir that every peer may 
have an opportunity of preventing any thing 

improper 
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improper from being' entered upon the Jour- 
nals. Now, on the laft day of the laft feffion, 
no fuch opportunity was given, the reading of 
the minutes having been prevented by the pro- 
rogation. 

4thly, Becaufe, tbough it hath been afferted 
tbat the Journals of this houfe being publick re-, 
cords, it is improper that any alteration Ihould be 
made therein, we are of opinion that this maxim 
extends only to the judicial proceedings of this 
houfe ; not feeing, that in other inftances there 
is any reafon todiftinguifti between the Journals 
of this houfe and thofe of the other houfe of 
Parliament, from which matters have frequently 
been expunged ; as it is alfo notorious that mat- 
ters not of a judicial nature^ have frequently been 
expunged from the Journals of the houfe of 
^ I^ords of Great-Britain. 

Indeed, were it otherwife, the Speaker, or even 
the Clerk of this houfe, or any indifferent pcrfon, 
who might, however irregularly, get accefs to the 
Journal Book, might infert therein matter of the 
moft criminal import, amounting even to the 
crime of treafon j and it would be a ftrange fo- 
lecifm to fay, that fuch infertion muft for ever ; 
l^main to the difgrace of this houfe, without any 
power in us to expunge and purge away fuch 
obnoxious matter, 

5thly, Becaufe it hath been declared to be a 
high breach of the privileges of parliament, that 
the Crown Ihould take notice of the proceedings 
of either houfe o:fP3^rlian|ent,]unleft the (kmeftiall 

be 
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be regularly laid before it*^; a circumftauce ia 
which we conceive, .that the proteft of Lord 
Strafford^ however; in all other refpefts irregular 
and unconftitmional, hath the advantage of 
thofe of Lord Sydney , and our prefent Chief Go- 
vernor. 

tfthly, Becaufe we think. this ^ntry peculiarly, 
improper, inafrauch a5? the Viceroy hath therein 
by a breach of the privileges of this houfe, made 
bur Journals the inftrument of a breach of the 
privileges of the other houfe of parliament ; a 
a pra6tice which, if not difcountenanced by us, 
might probably end in a rupture between the, 
two Hoiifes, 



Lowth, 

Leinfter, 

Weftmeath, 

Lanefborough, 

Powerfcourt, 

Beftive, 

Mountcaftiell, 

Charlemont, / 

Moiira. 



Molefworth, 

Shannon, 

Momington, 

Bellamont, 

Knapton, 

Longford, 

Baltihglafs, 

Lifle, 



"i??^ 
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Die Mercuriiy i8 Decembris, 177 1. 

A MOTION was made that an humble Ad- 
drefsbe prefented to his Majelty, reprefenting 
that it is the opinion of this houfe, that the ap- 
pointment which his Majefty.hath been advifcd 
to makeofy?i'^ Members of Parliament ^ to examine 
and pafs certain of ^he accounts of this kingdom, 
with the Powers fpeciiied in his Majefty's Letters 
dated the thirty-firft of Oftober, 1771, (the pre- 
fent circumjiances of this country being confider- 
ed) is unnecejfary and inexpedient^ and praying 
that his Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to di^ 
reft \i\s Attorney-General to caufe the Legality of 
the faid appointment to be tried i^ccording tp 
due courfe of law ^ 

It paffed ia the negative. 

DiSSENTIEKT, 

I ft. BECAUSE we conceive that the appoint- 
ment of five new Commiffioners for examining 
and perfeding the imprejfed or extraordinary 
accounts of this Kingdom is unnecejfary — inaf- 
much, as, the anient commiffioners appear to 
have been deemed //^aW for fome centuries pajl ; 
and to have beenyo held by his Majefty 's minijlers 
in both kingdoms at his accejjion ; and even at a 
/^/dr period, viz. in 1776, when his Majefty'^s 
laji appointment of the faid commiffioners was 
pade, requiring them to ft ate and ekamine alt 

4;he: 
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public accounts, yo«r times, inftead c£ once, in thie 
year \fince which time, it cannot he pretended^ that 
any encreafe in that department, or in the other 
public occupations of the faid commiflioners 
hath arifen to require fuch a new eftabliftiment, 
as that in queftion. And we think it might im- 
ply an unmerited cenfure on the eiHineQt perfon^ 
who at prefent conftitiite tjie antient commiffion 
if the necejjtty of fuch a newf arrangement, were, 
npWy for the frji time, to be difcovered and ad- 
mitted. 

2dly, Becaufe it is to be prefumed, if the old 
board had not been deemed by his Majefty's mi- 
nifters to he fully fiifficienty that they would not 
have rendered it lefs fo, by fuffering it to be de- 
prived of one of its members, viz. the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer ; who doth not reftde in this 
kingdom, nor execute any part of the duty of that 
[office — And we conceive, if any infufficiency in 
the old board could reafonably be alledged, in 
confequence of the avocations of the other great 
officers of the law, who compofeit; that it might 
and ought to be remedied by ordering the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to attend ; whereby 
infieadoi loading this country with a new ex- 
pence, the yi/flrypfthat great office would cir-» 
culatewi/A/;2 this kingdom ; whereas now it 15 
expended abroad. 

3dly, 
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3dly, Becaufe the nectjfity of this appoifiLtment, 
if anyy muft arife cither from the arrear of un- 
pafled accounts, heretofore incurred, and which 
is the only argument we have heard in fupport 
of this rlew eftablifhment ; or it muft arife from 
the nature and extent of our accounts refpedling 
the future. Now, firft, we conceive, that the 
,newcommiffioners are direded to call before 
them, not fuch perfons as have^ but fuch ^sjball 
receive any fum or fums by way of impreft : that 
is, to aft for the future and not for the pajl ; and 
that therefore the necejjity of thefe new commif- 
fioners cannot be maintained on the ground of 
an arrear^ which they are not direfted to examine 
zxid fettle. Moreover we think that even if they 
yrere to have a retrofpeft, it is utterly abfurd 
jto eftablifh 2i permanent board for all time future. 
for the occaftonal purpofe of fettling an arrear in 
time pafi ; a temporary appointment being fuffi- 
cient for fuch a temporary office whereby the 
expence of the public would ceafe wikh the 
occafion which produced it. Again as to our 
account in future^ we think it cannot be denied, 
that one board of commiffioners of accounts 
would he fufficient to difchargethez«;^o/^bufinefs, 
improperly con/iituted — Now eithierthe o/i board is 
fo conftituted, or it is not. If it is fo conftituted, 
it is /efficient y and another is unneceffary. If it is 
not fo conftitmed, either it ought to be corrtBedy 
\i capable of being rendered fufficient, or, \i inca- 
pable thereof, it ought to be ^Wi^^^? by due autho- 
fity; and one board,^ro/>^r/y regulated and fuffici- 
ent, fubfiituted in its room. Whereas the prefent 

meafure 
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ineafure of government is to do neither; for, it is 
to continue the old board, in its antient form, which, 
if it is infufjicient is abfurd\ and to add another tb 
Aopart of its duty, whi(:h is ahfurd^ if it be not 
infufficient. It propofes, in a word, not that we 
fliould have one board properly regulated and 
Jiiffictent, but that we fhould have two each of 
which fhould be fo contrived as to be, at lead 
feparately inadequate ; and that, not for the purpofe 
of the one, being a check and controul upon the 
other ; but wholly independent and diJiinS: 
which can be produftive of evil ponfequences 
only, as we apprehend, without one benefit. 

4thly, Becaufe we think it x,o ha i/iexpedientj'l 
inafmuch, as no new expence, that can be avoided, 
ought to be incurred, at a period, when, from 
the growing difficulties of the publick, the wif- 
dom of parliament hath found it neceflary, both 
in the feffion of 1769, and in the prefent feffion, 
to reduccy very confiderably, the fum, ufually 
expended on the internal improvement of the 
kingdom, and towards the fupport of its great 
charitable foundations : when, notwithjianding inch 
retrenchments^ government was obliged to b(frrow 
in the two lajl years 130,0001. in aid of the gene- 
ral revenue — when, the next two years feemed 
to threaten a ftill greater encreafe of national debt, 
•the Commons having deemed it neceflfary to vote, 
in this fcffions, a loa^t of 20o,oool. in aid of the 
If^Tzt^r^ revenue, for the ordinary krvice of the 
twd years enfuing : ,when his Majefty's revenue, 
by decay of trade and credit, is declining : — 

when 
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'when, notwithftanding this country is more hea- 
vily burthened in proportion to her ahility than 
Great-Britain ; and notwithftanding that the taxes 
of this kingdom ^A:r^^^ in their annual amount, 
the whole circulating fpecie of the nation : yet the 
expence of the publick is greatly fuperior to the 
rd*z^^««tf thereof ; even though the latter Ihould 
rife again to as high an amount, as it hath reached 
at any period heretofore ; vsrhich, we cannot pro- 
tnife to ourfelves, zaprefenty that it will — when, 
unlefs, inftead of encreajingy we fliall diminijh the 
public charges y this kingdom will incur a larger 
debt, in a few years di profound tranquillityy than 
it contracted during the whole of the )aie war \ 
in which, this country undertook a larger fliare 
pf expence, than ever it had done in any war before 
— ^and, when the Jpeech from the throne thisfeffion 
of parliament, hath ftated, fo emphatically y the nee ef 
ftous condition of this kingdom, and bath di&a- 
ted ceconomy yiu {nch alarming terms. 

5thly, Becaufe, it appears that, at fo late a pe- 
riod as in the year 1757, the whole expence of the 
publick, in the article ofi Commiff oners of accounts 
amounted only to 360I. whicji expence, fince that 
time, principally by the innovation of quarterly, 
inftead of annual accounts, hath encreafei^to /even 
times that fum, without any advantage to the 
public therefrom, as we apprehend — and which 
in confequence of this new eftabliftiment, will at 
the Iqwejl eftimate, be augmentedy upon the whole 
in more than a twenty fold proportion : — and 

that 
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that, in a feafon ofpublick dijirefi and oiaccumu^ 
latir.^ debt : Whereas, in th^ frjl mentioned pe- 
riod this, naiion, having recently difckarged the. 
whole capital of its antecedent debt, w^s free from 
all incumbrance whatfoever ; and in a ptof* 
pc'ious and rijinj condition : Wherefore we 
humbly conceive that it would be more feafonable 
and expedient to reduce this article of the public 
charge, than to increafe it: and that nothing can 
be mare prepojlerous in this light, than ih^ prefent 
propofition ; by which this new board 6i inferior 
comraiffioners for taking a very fmall portion 
of the publick accounts will coft the kingdom 
on the moji moderate calculation above Jixteen 
times the fum, which was paid in 1757, to the 
ancient commiflioners, for the whole accounts of 

the nation. 

« 

6thly, Becaufe, we conceive that as any twa 
ofthe faid^i;^ commiflioners are authorifed by 
thefe letters to exercife all the extenfive and 
fingular powers veiled thereby in the faid com- 
miflioners, great inconveniencies and much 
confujton may follow therefrom ; and that con- 
tradictory orders may be iffued, each figned by 
two of the faid commiflioners, without any appa- 
rent precedence^ or ground of preference^ in the 
one order over the other ; whereby the perfons 
required to obey the fame may be able to regulate 
their conduft, or to a/certain which they are ta 
regard. 

?thly. 
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7tlily. Becaufe wc conceive if any encreafe of 
ex pence in this department were at all expedient, 
or admijjibley that the public intereft would re- 
quire that the fame ftiould be' incurred, rather 
by a moderate addition of profit to the ancient 
commiflioners, than by the creation of new ones; 
for many weighty reafons ; and efpecially for that 
by multiplying unnecejfary officers, the undue 
influence of the Crown mult be extende^-^£ot 
which purpofe alone, this appointment, ieems 
to us, indeed, to have been calculated ; whe- 
ther we confider that Jingle mi/management and 
Mal^admini/irationy which have rendered the 
arts of intrigue and corruption, more than ufually 
requifite, to counteraft the force of juft and 
national indignation : or whether we confider 
the perjbns appointed to thefe offices, who 
i»/?^flrf of being felefted from amongft thofe who 
have had publick opportunities of teftifying 
their peculiar pnefs for, and experience in the 
department of national accounts, have been aJt 
taken, without a Jingle exception, from amongft 
the reprefentatives of the people. 

8thly. Becaufe we wifli the validity of the let- 
ters patent in queftion to be brought to trial, in- 
afmuch as we apprehend that the fame are illegal, 
for that the court of Exchequer is a court of an 
ancient Jurifdidion for the purpofe of hearing and 
determining all matters of account and revenue, 
^th fufficient officers and powers for adjufting 
and determining the fame, and for recovering all 

fuch 
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fuch balance zs may appear to be due thereon i 
in which court all queftions of legal doubt muft 
be decided by the Barons^ who know the law, 
and all queftions oi fad by the conftitutional 
tryal hy jury — and we conceive that the executive 
power cannot at this day confiftently with the 
laws of the land, appoint any new judicature nor 
any perfon or perfons whatfoever, fave only the 
ancient judges and officers of the faid court, to 
hear and determine any matter or matters incident 
to the jurifdidlion thereof, or to exercife any 
powers which may interfere with the faid jurif- 
diftibn — ^But the fhe new commiffioners of ac- 
counts appointed by his Majefty's letter patent, 
bearing date the 31ft of 06iober 1771, or any 
two or more of them are authorifed by faid letters 
— " To call before them once in every year the 
matter of the ordnance, the clerks and receivers 
of fines and cafualties, the treafurer of the bar- 
rack-board or board of works, and every ac- 
countant or accountants, whofe accounts by 
virtue of any former commiffion the faid com- 
miffioners or others, exercifing or occupying 
their places were required and authorifed to 
examine, except the accounts of the vice ttea- 
furers and receiver, or receivers gener'al, and 
the treafurer at war or paymafter general — ^To 
call before them all fuch perfons, who Jball or 
may from time to time receive any fum or fums 
of money by way of impreft ; either by warrant 
or order of government for his Majefty's fervice, 
to exhibit to -the faid commiffioners all fuch 

accounts 
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accounts, books> certificates, warrants, bills, and 
muniments what foe ver, as Ihall touch or concera 
the charge or difcharge of the faid accounts re- 
maining in their hands or cuftody, or remaining 
in the hands, cuflody or pofleflion of any of his 
Majefty's officers .or minifters within this king- 
dom, and them and every of them by all ways 
and means, they poflibly can, to perufe, caft up, 
try and examine, and upon tryal, examination 
and perufal thereof, to make full, perfeft, and 
juft accounts, or declarations of accounts, con- 
taining briefly the fum and fubftance thereof 
in charge and difcharge, as hath been heretofore 
ufed, the faid feveral accounts to be fairly en- 
grofled in two parts, and by the faid commifli- 
oners or any two or more of them figned and 
vouched ; the one part to remain of record in 
the court of Exchequer there, and the other 
part to be delivered to the parties accountable, 
and to be to them, and every of them, their 
heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, againft 
the King, his heirs and fucceffors, a fujjicient 
warrant and difcharge \ and the faid commijSi- 
oners and every of them, are required to have 
fpccial regard that all fuch petitions and de- 
mands as fhall be by them allowed, have good 
2indprobab/e reafons to maintain and prove the 
fame; provided always that the faid parts of 
the faid accounts fo as aforefaid to be delivered 
by the faid commiflioners, or any two, or more 
of them, fo figned and delivered, ftiall not exo- 
nerate or difcharge the faid accountants, or any 

of 
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of them, their heirs, executors, or adminiftratof si^ 
of any fuch debts, as ftiall be, by the faid com-^ 
mifnoners oj any two or more of them, found 
due, and by the faid accountants owing. Upon 
the faid accounts; until fuch time as the faid 
accountants and every of them ftiall firft take 
order with the King for payment thereof, either 
by injiallments or otherwife, as to the faid cOm- 
miflioners or any two or more of them ftiall be 
thought meet and convenient." Which faid ^ow- 
^Ts oi allowing petitions z,n& demands y and grant- 
ing difcharges to accountants, we conceive will 
amount to a determination of matters incident 
to the jurifdiftion of the faid court of Exchequer^ 
and will alfo effentially interfere with the faid 
jurifdiftion, inafmiich as accountants, having 
obtained fuch difcharges, will not, according 
to, the tenor of the faid patents, be obliged to 
render any account to the faid court of Exchequer; 
but may, if the provijion of the faid patent be 
conjidered as validy plead fuch difcharges, in 
bar of any account demanded of them before 
the faid court. — We further apprehend that the" 
faid new commiflioners, conftituted with the 
aforefaid powers, are a ww judicature, not- 
wdthftanding any patents that have heretofore . 
been granted to commiflioners of accounts in 
this kingdom : inafmuch, as all fuch former 
patents muft, iflegaly have been founded eithei* 
on the Jiatute of the tenth of Henry the 7th. 
chap. I. or in the common law, which is com- 
men ufage. Now fo far as the faid antient patents^ 

may 



^ ^fiv? :^pw %^pd^ fin ^^f i^ iim^t ^ey 

patents, which 4fi ^ 99 1^ p»J?6i? tbat ftgfiHtfl i 
and if in any part they were founded in commoa 
lifage, the^fage ioraftbe ^eh e&iire; i)d«ir it 
has been ail times a part ef that tifage by liich pa- 
tients to grant tJie cammiffibn for tisdtinj} the Ac- 
counts to the Bai-ons of the Exchequer ^nA 
certain great officers of thfe law, for th^ time 
being, zrtd "Aiit without any fpTturCj hiat ziincitteni 
to their rcfpctftive offices* Whereas the new 
commiffionefs arc granted for a tenure^ during 
the Kmg^s pkafure to perfons unfeiHed in the 
law, altogether independent of and unconiieaed 
wirhthefaid tourt of Eitchequer, contrsury to 
every appearance of old ulkge, as well as to the 
fpirit of that excellent ftattite of the 5th of Rich- 
ard the JI. ^^\c\i ena^s that i;io ^on pf fhc 
Exfjheq.uer^ cj^rk of the pijpe, ajfippfer, ^clcrjc 
of the fprejign fumRippifes, ' cfidifpr^^ qi . jjtjier 
chief pjjicefs of the l^xcli^uer, /ijip^jl^. ]>P 
tn j4? Vfllefs he be wtll learned iji, tjj.e taw^ 
or otherwife viery Ikillfui 14 the ^oti^fcs 
d/^d uj^e 4f the Es^i^eguer; We tbe;f,e^re. 
apprehend that, ttie f^^^ foraer i)at,en.t$, .if 
founded in the feid lUtute of ^e^i^ VIJ: c^a he 
no example of thefe pew ^atejjts, vfeich ^p aftt 
founded therein j nor cijQ.the ffjob^e if fdyf^fipd ^fi 
ufagebe any precedent of |)atents wnich^e^ally 
differ from the ufage obferved therein. Neither 
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do we conceive that there is a power in tte? 
Grown of deftfoying, dividing, or altering, the 
ancient offices eftabliihcd by law. 

9thly. Becaufe there are in the faid. court of 
EjEcbeqner, cenain clerks or officers called 
auditors of impreftt whofe duty is to take all 
foreign and imprejled accounts^ and to perfcft 
the fame ; and we conceive that all fuc;h mat- 
ters, touching the faid accounts, as are minijlerialy 
may he well and effisftually tranfa&ed by the 
laid officers, and do of right belong to their 
office-— fo that the inftitution of new commiffi- 
oners pf accounts, fo far as they 2se minif 
tirial^ i^ at kafi fuperjluous \ and fo far, zs^ they 
arc judicial^ is, as we conceive, manifejlly 
aiegak 

* lOthly, Becaufe the faid new commiffioners, 
or a«y two of them are empowered by the faid 
letters patent to give and allow at difcretion to 
a;ny perfpn or perfons employed in or about the 
faid accounts, or in any thing concerning the 
fame, fuch fum or Jiims of money, or other 
recotnpence, as to the faid commiffioners Ihall 
Je^m meet, and convenient; and we apprehend 
that to delegate fuch ai difcretkmary power over the 
revenue tb any peffon whatfoever, is repugnant 
to the firft principles of law, and of moft dange- 
rous example. 

nthly 



. iitbly. .Becauie we ccjnceive that whatever 
tiew xnltitutioaten4s^.to thje " mrquietnefs, mif- 
chief, and. delay of the; fiibjeS, and is npad- 
vantaee to ihe ting, is therefore agaiiirf liwl'*— 
,But this ne\f iMitm^ tons mamfeftly 

i, to the diignietne^^^ miichief, and delay 



to tendto thedifgnie^^ 

, of the fuBjqa;, .iiiatmach as, it requires ^ejfons 
ta account -pej^^^ cpmmiffioners^ who are nf^t 
bound by any oath to adnunifter jujike inxpar- 
tiaUyr or according to law—— neither have thw 
ahy certain rules oi law ox approved uja^e bjr 
which to govern their proceedings ; neither is 

ihtir tourt to \^:open at c// #/m^f . for fepeiyitig 
accoums: ^^f^ .regularly. difpJitthipg th^fc . . fj^rae, 
they being pnly aiuthorifed tpMai^e aqepunis oitce 
in every yeai-^aud the ^d iixftitUtiprL appeais 
to U3 on the other hand to. cdntribute iii uo 
fprt to. the advantage of the king; bjat on t^ie 
contrary, to the manifeft injury <3>f his rwentff^ 
inafmuch as no ppwer is given to the^faid P???* 
miffioners to examine any sbceoiimant uppn ofifhy 
neither, as we conteivej is there, pr could Afere 
be any power granted to them by the faid patent 
to ehjbrce ' t%e* Appear dHce of anjr' ncco^ni&Hfs, or 
others, liPr to eiiamine an v peffpti ' ndt p&rtiii to 
the faid accounts, txott6 puhijh iot ^f forged 
receipts, or Pthef j^<^«/^J, lior in atiy l^ife.to 
mmpel payment ^ any balailce that lUay- a^fipear 
to be due I and alfd, inafiDuehaft the fa«4 bp«n* 
miffioners ire awkhbrifed k their pleafu te ^ td 
permit atconntaftls'to dijiliiirge thciir palancef hy 

. ' infiaiiments; 



mjialiments, whcrcas^y tlie court of l^h^fuer 
according to the oattis , of tlie barotid knd tlie 
o]al Jacv.o£the laiid, "« None of tte jRin|'s debts 
^were to Ije put in tefpite, or payment tlierecrf' 
kliowedto be )><j^^(}^ii?/ whef ^ llie fame migbt 
W goodly levied/*--— From all whicji we dratr 
tills Jreneral coriclu^on : ^ ^^ That this novel 
^* couffe, tendeth to t:]&e* difqiiietnefs, mifchief, 
and delay of the fubjeft; is iio advantage to 
the king, and tberefore is agaihft liw and ttught 
tiot to be allowed.'* ' 

r ^A^IfMy. Beicatife tlwi «ppoimi6teat ^f the f«id 

Hcbmniiffionel^ 4<»tb under tbe ge&es^l words of 

'iht *tebeiH^«%^jF tte! 'Kiiig's fitie^feiil e^fualtits 

• Ktth, td^raw all Sfcferife fretii tfre <!QUTt of Ex- 

cfhtequer/^o M^uu befom tlve (kid eoainslf&oti- 

*tsY wb^iteafi tte f^d fherift'^tfebteund by thcar 

^^3lfS,Adir, office, a«^ tfee kw' of the laod, to ate- 

" t(3rttnt 4fi the E5Ptflttquer;otod the fubjeAiiig 

l^mlto 4iHy ^hef jarifififtioa w^tfid be a m^i- 

^ grkt^ak^e to them and tlie |)T3^bli^i 

iSihly* B^cftufcji ,we canceiye Jt of ithe m©ft 

. dixigM0tts4:eiideo^ ioGre^Br4tain as well toto 

> ; Uife kingdo^Bft, t|iat the iyftem of ju-rifpjfudcaoce 

asidlkhe r%bt;s aod powers of ^bc^ great courts <)f 

. |aftiee> which are ihe faflie w both coiwtides, 

. . f Att>Tj^ be vidaasd in cidier— f or that in tht pre- 

- fenraidonth^eofftloBeiOW'liibertieftca^ibefeousre; 

, <ift&byev€r]r«ncroacfameiiuhfy^600»^i»forx^^ 

/ the 
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tlie public freedom hath been brought to the 
brink of ruin, and the pillars of the conftitution 
ihaken to t^eir fi^undation. 



Leinfter, 

Weftmeath^ 

Shannon, 

Lanefborongh, 

Lowthj 

Moira, 

Mountcaflidl, 

Gharlemont, 

Lifle, 

Baltfnglafs. 



Sydney, 

Longford, 

Rnapton, 

Powerfcourt, 

^Uamonty 

Morniggtoxi, 

Wandesford, 

IVIountmorre^, 

Molefworth, 



"rr— 'sw"""i"Pi 



4ta Poft-Hall of the Matter, Wardens, and Bre- 
thren of the Corporation of Sheermen and Dy- 
erfi, pnrfuant to public notice^^ the following;' 
Refolytions were unanimoufly agreed to : 

RESOLVED, that the fpurious Addrefs, or 
Petition, advertifed in Hoe/s Dublin IVfercury 
of Saturday laft, and faid to be prefented to 
George Lord Vifcount Townlheud, Lord Lieute- 
nant General, and General Governpr of Ireland, 
by the journeymen waaveiFs of the worfted and 
woollen branches, was entiipely unknown to, and 
is h^hly difapproved of, by this corporation. 

Refolvcd, 



n 
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Rcfolved, that the two hundred pounds, givei^ 
by' his Excellency,' to be diftriJDtited among the 
poor manufaftiirers, was intended as" a iribe to 
obtain addrefles of approbation from the two 
^ corporations, of Weavers, and Sheermen and 
Pyers, for his Excellency's paft coaduft as Ghiet" 
Governor of Ireland. 

Refolved, that it appears to this corporation 
that the two hiindred pounds fo given was at the 
requeft, and by theinffuence of. Tome perfon ox; 
perfons, who are not weli-wifher^ of or attached 
to the Proteftaht interetf of Ireland. 

Refolved, that it is the requeft and defire of 
this corporation^ that thi mafter of the weavers 
Jdo immediately return to his Excellency the faid 
two hundred pounds ; and, at the fame time, do 
Vet his Excellency know, that if he really wiftiea 
that iura to be diftributed, he will pleafe to put it 
for that purpofe intia the hands of fotne of the 
people {if any there be) who have approved of hi^ 
Excellency's condud as Chief Gbveriioxs of Ire- 
land. ' ' ^ • 

Refolved that thefe refolutions be printed in 
the public News-papers of this Cityi • 

James Yeates, Matter, 
Hamiltok West,) ^^^^^^. 
Robert .Beasley, ) • '. 

Lord 
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finds the Parliament of Ireland full as obfequious 
as that of Great Britain ; and from that cour- 
teous deportment which every whefe pleafing, 
is here particularly engaging, he is as popular 
as any man can well be expefled to be in his 
ftation, which is of fo ticklifh a nature that 
odium effugere eji triumphus. 

I^i 1773> Lord Harcourt was chief Governor 
of this kingdom. He carried his meafures in 
parliament with a ftrong hand, but however ac- - 
commodating the Commons were to the wifhes of . 
Government, yet they were not altogether infen* 
iible to the general weal. They faw the oppref- 
fion under which the nation laboured, and 
upon being called up to to the Houfe of Lordsj 
in the month of December, to be prefent at the 
palling of fuch bills as were ready to receive the 
royal aflent, declared to his Excellency, by their 
fpeaker, their wiihes, in plain terms. Among 
other particulars they told him that they expefted 
he would reprefent to his Majefty, the real jftatc 
of the nation, totally reftrifted in every branch 
of its commerce by the illiberal policy of the 
lifter kingdom, which operated to injure the kkigv 
dom andfcryed the rivals if not the enemies of 
Great Britain. They clearly pointed out the 
impolicy and injuftice of impofing fuch hard- 
fhips upon this country, and declared, that they 
Mpefted to be reftored to fome if not all their 
rights, as the only pofliblf means of juftifying 
tjieni to their ^nftitiients, for impofing ifo many 

burdi^s. 
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tmrddiis dn ftrAtti, dtiritlg khtt feffioii; But tbii 
i»A$ not til* jjeriod ©f rMMi HeW deeply IBe 
detoutaive aad »j>j>i:feffiv^ liwi bf flife BifHiftt 
parliameAt hijUf^d tlii$ k|s[gdd&i» afsi^r^ &bH 
the ttcofds of'ottr pa*Ua*e^t Which niSt iii 
1 703. They diihpUin df thft totdl Ibfs of tMt 
>nd of the decay of otalf ftaiiiifaatifdi 

FW fn^nlj^ ftk\qc«|;ain| ^feaih^ th* J>bvferty of the 
Wn^Olia is cbifpitiioally cVidWt aS Vf ell 6^ofil 
tie fmalhi^ df the gV;^t§, ^nd the neglfefttd 
Jtite of tha cfotint¥y. Tb^ conclufioii of th^ 
rti^BL of X^t^h ABhe is fti-o«^ly tnatked by tW| 
diftrefs Iftd (dfefpimdency df thfe kidgaotn. ttit^ 
ba»eful hlflufeBce of Wir ihd of bthdr caufes bt 
fiitional adverfit^ ar6 tf-anfiAitt, but the fevih 
oci*a6oiled by "ebmrftei-cial refeid^ibtis are per- 
kan^ttt. This kift^doih cfdntinudA lb be t>vetv 
wbtlmed with difficUltiis dUtifig the itiiite 
reign bf Oiroi^^^fe th* Fiirit. During his rcigil fre- 
qu^tly, tod odci in that of hii fticceflbi' th^^ 
]ieople fufffered miferably by falnitie ; #hef e tiU 
liage aikd iiianufaAtires aire obttru6led, the iietef- 
fary cbnfe^lifeticfe is a "decay ^l kgHtulture. th 
A^ yeial- 1753 iM the Iktccfetfifr^ yt4r t\\k 
l4itrodu'aioii ^f fbreij^d IftxUnes V4ift;(i *h* *e. 
yehiie fo conifidferAbly, IhJCt the hatibft Was e'afci 
of ihe haliornki debt. But ihh a{ipfeatatic6 of 
^rofpeirity was fherely deltifivt, a^ the tajte Foi- 
'^ttriavagalttcfc which then jyi'i^vkiled ^as alAioft 
tittfeouilded. Bfkny bt ou^ ptliidfjal Merch^s 
itefett tipwictedtt. Thfe bdahce of trade wife 
eoiifiderably againft us. 

la 
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dtiiiU became bahlSUptB; OoveJhmcnt \^is ii^c^f* 
fitiite4 to intef pdfey in fu{)port df pif blk credit, 
ythiich tottered oft the j)redpice of tmn. The 
bounty granted by pAriiitteiit upoti Itod cafri^ 
tigfe 6f corti afid flfttir 16 thiblin ^rfs ^ fin* 
jgTllfe^ ufe, as it i^i*6mbted a fpitit of itidtlftry and 
reduced the price bf ptovlfions. Thd late war 
involved th* tiafcton in an enotmous expence, 
and an t)jiprtflivt peace ^ftablifhnient enfuedj 
JfenBons inct-eafed, the tevenuc declined, a 
debt therefore Wa3 Contratfted by the nation, be- 
ywiti all pWponidn exceeding that difcharged 
in 1754- Hour wretched afad miferablemuft have 
been our fituation, during a fucceeding period, 
when Ireland remitted to Great Britain for rents, 
inteteft of money, penfiond, falaries and emolu- 
ments of office, a fum double of what Ihe gained 
from the whole world by the commerce, which 
the indulgence of the filler nation permitted her 
to carry on. It was out of the power of exertion 
tofurmount thofe dilcouragements. But in fuch 
fircumftances men often become incapable of 
ufing thbfe efforta which would give efficacy to 
their wifhes, A gloomy profpeft embraces the 
linews of induftry, and by a depreffion oi the 
fpirits, debilitates the powers of the mind, wherer 
fore nothing conducive to national profperity 
could be eflfefted. But in 1778 the fituation of 
this kingdom, from particular caufes, became 
fo peculiarly diftreffing as to excite in the breafts 
' '" ' ' of 
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of the nation a ftrong -fenfe of their runhafipy 
conditfon. Such was the liiuation of Ireland 
on the departure of Lord Harcourt who was 
fucceeded on the 25th' January, 1 777, by John 
Hobart,Ea.rl of Buckinghamfliire, The fame dif- 
pofition in Great Britain, by which Ireland had 
been materially and feverely injured, attempted 
to tear from her colonies their chatered and juft 
rights* I believe Jt will be readily admitted that 
taxation without the confent of the people is ab- 
folute tyranny, upon this principle Great Britain 
refifted, upon this America refills. The death of 
one Monarch, the abdication of anothcir .with the 
total feclufion of hig race, and the Revolution 
were the confequences, America, refifted. Great 
Britain refolved to enforce- her claims, by the 
fword, and thus both countries were jJunged 
into all the horrors of Civil War. 

Great quantities of Iriflft Linen were annually 
fliippedfor America ; this confiderable fource of 
national emolument was now entirely ftiut up. 
Under the pretext of making it as difficult as 
poffible to the enemy to be.fqpplied >yith, provi- 
fions from this country, but . in reality to make 
a few rapacipus Englilh contraftors to make 
good their engagements, an embargo which con- 
tinued was in 1776 laid upon the exportation of 
jprOvifion^s from this country by a very u uconfti- 
tutional ftretch of prerogative, Thofe. caufes 
combined, with thofe which were invariable and 

permanent 
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permanent produced melancholy and cala- 
mitous confequences. Black caule fell in value 
confiderably, and notwithftanding purchafers 
could not be had. Wool was reduced in price 
in a ftill greater proportion. Rents every where 
fell and in many places k was fcarcely pofiible to 
colleft them* Public credit was materially aad 
eflentially injured. Multitudes of manufadurers 
were reduced to extreme want, and would have 
abfolutely periflied, had thejr not been fupported 
by public charity.' 

Thofe of every rank were deeply affefted by 
the calamities of the time. Gayemment were not 
enabled to make grants either to premote induf- 
jryorto alleviate the national diftrefs, for the 
Treafury was exhaufted to an uncommon degrefe, 
Almoft every branch of the revenue failed. Such 
wa3 our poverty, the Militia Law could not be 
carried into eflfeft. We were not able to pay 
pur forces abroad, and to enable us to pay thofe 
at home, we borrowed fifty thoufand potinda 
from England. The parliament was obliged to 
xiife monby at an exorbitant intereft. Great 
Britain was fenfibly afieded by the deplorable 
fituaticn of our affairs. - Individuals who had et 
tates in tkis Kingdom were partakers of the. com-- 
mon calamity and many members in the Britifti 
Parliament, who had no perfonal intereft in this 
Country, turned their attention to our fituation. 
Earl Nugent moved in 1778 that a Committee of 
' the 
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the whole houfe ihould be appointed to €oa£der 
, the trade of Ireland, and hefupported hi$ motion 
by obferving that the condition of this cotintry 
was wretched in the extreme, which he faid Was 
vifible in the £ilien prices of our lands, in the 
ruinous ftate of our manufadbires, and in the ge» 
neral want which pervaded the country. 

He afked, what power had behaved like £ng« 
land toward^ this kingdom ? To reftrain by law, 
to confine the trade of one part of an. empire 
for the benefit of another was a cafe unpreceden- 
ted in the annals of Europe. The houfe of Auf- 
tria, France and Spain,^ cherilhed equally all the 
States fubje£t to their dominion. The motion 
was almoft unanimoufiy agreed to by the Britifli 
Houfe of CSommons. In confequence of this 
the following motions pai&d unanimov(ly. That 
the Irilh might be permitted to export dixe&ly to 
the Britifh plantations or to the fettlements on the 
coaft of Africa, all goods thp produce, or the ma- 
^ufa^ures of the kingdom, wool and wooUen 
^anufa^ures only excepted, or commodities of 
the growth 9,r manufadure of Great Britain let 
g^lly imported froin that kingdom, as alfo foreign 
certificate goods, tinder the fam^ condition* 
That all the good^ the produce of any of the 
Britilh Plantations, or of th^ fettleme^its on the 
African coafts, tobacco excepted, be allowed to be 
diredHy imported into this kingdom. That glafs» 
^anuik£lured in that kingdom be peimkted to 
be exported from Ireland, to all places. Great Brr- 

' tarn 



X9fln excepted That cotton yarn, tHc manufe&ire 
cf Irclaad, be allowed to beimpofted into Oreat 
Brttaw, and that aa to our fail cloth and cordage, 
we fhould have the fiune privilege* 

Bills were framed on the above mentioned mo- 
tions, but in the courfe of the debate upon them, 
it was'obferved, thatnotwithftandingihe rcaldif- 
trefles of Ireland and the iniquitous laws by 
which Ihe was governed> yet (he liad (hewed 
a defixe to aflift Great Briuin^ even teyond her 
ability. One member concluded his Ipeech by 
declaring, that a braver, a more generous or a 
more loyal people tlian the Irifh^ w^re not to 
. "be found, and that he flatt^ed himfelf they 
would be treated according to their high deferts. 
However the trading and manufaijkuring towns 
of Great Briuin, npw took the alaroi : Any in- 
creafe of our trade they confidered not only ss 
prejudicial to their intereft, but an encroach- 
ment on their rightist It was their wifti that Irifli- 
men fhould neither be allowed to ^X'pon their 
, own commodities* or to import thofe of other 
countries. A firailar invifioiji of rights to thofe 
of which we complained was fliortly to feparate 
for ever America from the Btitilh-empire. Infen- 
fible to the admonition of this awful example, 
., tin their condufi: witb«fpeft.tO'U«,4t;had^no in- 
fluenceT^-on!the ^meeting .of paa-Uamettt, after the 
£after reeef^, p^iti^ns mw^ planted agaioift the 
intended iiuluigence^ to ireUind, and nany mem- 
bers inftnidkd to the fame puttie. Upon thii? 
occafion a ridiculous circuinftaace occurred. 

Petitions 
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Tttiiiorts appealed tiot only agaihlltlie othti 
Irifti bills hut that for alloi;nhg us to iin|iortfait 
clotli inta Great Britaiii.-Witliotit thekn(*l«rledge 
of the member who propofed the bill,- we had 
long enjoyed this indulgence, and from it Great 
Britain received no injury. Nothing, could 
place the abfurdity of the petitioners iii/a more 
ftrikihg point of view, and their urireafonabte 
prejudices againll this country. Nbtwlthftand- 
ing their complaints had tte defired effeft. On 
the fecond reading of the Bill they were ftrenu- 
oufly oppofed. Mr. Burke fupported them with 
his ufual eloquence, and' with nervous force of 
argument. He faid, the'Navagation Bills, pafled 
in the reign of Charles the Second had deprived 
Ireland of every incentive to .induftry, and Ihut 
it up againft every avenue to wealth. That 
Ireland had promoted the Intereft, and defend- 
ed the rights of Great Britain. She had affifted 
in conqueft from which fhe was to reap no ad-« 
vantage. She had employed her treafury "and de- 
folated her' land, to prove her attachment and 
loyalty to this country. ^ ' For this reftfidlion and 
commercial bondage had been he^ . reward 
But, in defcribing her conduct and lituatioii, he 
pleaded not for pity, but demanded juftlce. 

The Itifk requefted ' Britons to be wife, not to 
be g^nermts^ The fmallnefsof the irifti taxes 
had^'he faid,» bie«a/ pleaded againft allowing them 
the benefits prbpofed. ^But he obferved, that 
if the .internal opulence and external advantages 
. • * • •:'•. ^. • ' - ^ of 
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oT both^ countries were compared it would be 
foimd-thatlrelaiid' paid taxes,: -iu a quadruple 
proportioiij Hiore ^ban Great Britain. ^She was 
taxed beyond her ability^ and had not itiue means 
of.paijrjrie^tii With^refp^tdthofeAtbo ^wtiiefor 
excluidljeig this country from an eqtiad 'ihare of 
our trade, he faid they: had - a ftrange opinion of 
the extent of the world, who. thought that there 
was not room enough in it for the trade of two 
fuch iflaads as Britain and Ireland. Supported by 
the influence of theMinifter, the bills were com-* 
mitted, but violent oppofition to them contiimed> 
and ill coafeqjUiCnce' of which, many of thofe 
who h^ hithierto. given them fupport defened 
them. Buki the bebefits acquired for this ccrun,-. 
try, on i this: .occafion, were of lixtle momwti 
Previous to the Chriftmas recefs our friends in 
the Brinftt Parliament^ renewed their. application 
in our. favour, .They maintained, that indepen- 
dem: of all riegardto juftice and liberality. Great 
Britain from neceflity was bound to remove the 
caufe of our complaints. The trade with America 
and o^r^colopies in that part of the globe was 
loft, it was therefore indifpenfible to unite in one 
point of Imereft and affedlion the remaining, 
parts of the empire for their mutual fupport and 
prefervation. Ireland, they faid, had hitherto 
beenpaffive, but there was danger, if refiifedjuf- 
tice, that fbe would recoil on her oppreflbrs and 
caft off the yoke of thofe who were infenfible to 
her calamities and refolved to impel her to extre- 
mities. That if thisfliould xu>t happen, the tyranny 

of 



of Gr««t BritMft wwld bf •©£ A^tt i4v*«n»c to 
i^er, as the people of this couMrf ^ii^a jteacc, 
woqU defeait ai&d rarigrane dio Amerusa^ wl^ere 
Acf would jarryi wUkllrera idicir maupqfiifbirefi, 
iadtifir];^ and aarts, tbatbf lomMicipatiiig'^Ic^^d, 
inftcadttf Bduig merely Depots of flac&U' 'anai 
fuftamifl^ ax^ irreparable.lQfs^ tbcy would obtain 
very C0il(ider^e adr«niago». Ubiey aflmed 
that every benefit extended to this kingxlom 
would oretqra to Britain with aeciunttlatod isue- 
reft^ is.il' &ty fey they, to-facrifice the imereft <►£ 
Britain to the mouopoly of psitiiealar dvftriAi^or, 
to the clainoiaTsaxid abfurdpr^u^eds^ an^ 
ttiaou&aurers ivbaWirer"? A'freetMde wastj^n 
demaiided for IrelWii4 ia aU thiiags ^tbe wootiea 
manilfeeiMe-ixcepted. But theoppofition fo ju^ 
attd liberal" a demand was too -powerful for tfee 
friends of Ireland in tte ©fittfli ' Pkiflikmeat- 
However m 1779, LordNewfeaven moved, Hiat 
the boufellfeotiMrefolVeitfelfifito a committee 
toconfiderof the propriety of grantSn^ to the 
Irilh a liberty of importing fugwrs -direMy from 
th^ Wfeft Jjndies. It was-carried, bm 'the «aann- 
faSturei^ of Glafgow andMancheftef jaedtione^t 
againft tfei-s advantage, defiglied .lor the relief oC 
Ireland/lit was loft thrcmgh the intetference of 
the minifter, who had hitherto ts&en-no part in 
theln:^trfs, but -now exerted his influence in op- 
pcrfition to it- 'Befol^ the ^lofe of ^*is leflion, . 
t-ariou^were the efforts made, papt(c«farty by 
theMarqmsof Rockmgham,'to-bring again the 
iffairsof this country ^^or-e parliament- The 

Miniftry 
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Miniftry were conftrained to give fome attention 
to them, however little more could be ofaitained 
from them thatri a fort of compromife. But on 
condition that no farther attempts fliould for the 
prefent be made. Lotd Gowcr, Prefident of the 
tlouncil, pledged himfelf as far as he could be 
anfwerable for others, that during the recefs, a 
plan Ihould ,be prepared for accommodating, 
the afiairs of Ireland, and at the opening of the 
iiext Seifi<m would be laid before Parliament. 
In the mean time matters haftened to a crifis in, 
this cQuntry. Evefy day we felt more fenfibly 
our diilrefles and the oppreffive injuftice of Bri- 
tain. However our feeling^ were fufpended by. 
the hopes of relief, fo long as out affairs were 
before the Britifti ParlijCment; but when it was 
found that the Britiih Minifter, in whom we 
tonfided, had deferted our caufe and that our 
hopes were delufive, the difcontents of the na- 
tion, exafperated by difappointment, were ex- 
tremely encreafed. Two laws were indeed pafled < 
in our favour by the Britifti Parliament^ one of 
fhem permitting us to plant Tobacco, the other 
for encouraging us to cultivate hemp. Thefe 
were received with cotitempt, as being confidered 
as a mere mockery. The Spirit now began to ap-. 
pear, which was flioftly to retrieve the dignity of 
tjie nation and refteft diftinguiihed honour upon 
It. A Rcfotiftioti, more effedual for the advan- 
tage of this countx'y than any hitherto adopted 
was formed. Affociatioiis had been entered in* 
td iti a few places fome time before for prevent-. 

t ing* 
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ing the importation of Britifh commoditiw 
at^d for encouraging our own manufadures, and 
became univerfal throughout the kingdom. 

The public refentment was held forth to inti- 
aiidatethofe who might be difpofed, in this ret 
peft to prefer their own private intereft to that 
of their country. Some who were fo bafe as to 
a& this^ diftionourable part had the mortification 
ta fee iheir names publifhed and their conduA 
exhibited as a mark for general indignation. In 
confequence of this effort of patriotifm, our raa- 
Hufa£lures began to revive and the demand for 
^ritifli goods i'U » great meafu re ceafed, which 
produced in the filler country a difpofition to at- 
tend to the comjJlaints of this country very differ^ 
cnt from that which we had hitherto experien- 
ced. But there was ^ voice in favour of our 
3?ights more diftindly heard, which proclaimed 
through the land the injuries of Ireland, and 
loudly demanded redrefs. In confequence of our 
breach with America the Irifti coaftshad been in- 
fnlted and our trading veffels, unprbtedled, taken 
hy their privateers. The communication, even 
with Britain was nearly obftrufted. France had 
now refolved to- join haer arms to thofe of Ame- 
rica, which rendered our fituation and that of all 
other parts of the empire more critical.' That 
Ireland would have been invaded was very 
, l^robable.. Thus expofed to danger we were 
flcftitute of the means of defence. 

the 
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I'he minifter was pleafe4 to tell, us that the 
bxefent Hate of Britain was fuch as rendered her 
incapable to proted las.; and/heweaknefe of go- 
vernment fropa the f6llowing circumftance was 
ftrikingly obvious. The Mayor of B^lfaft tranfmit- 
teda memorial to the Lord Lieutenant d^fcribin^ 
the unproteAed .ftate of the; coaft, ^d requefting 
a body of the military for its defence, received 
for anfwer, that,he could afford him no Other af- 
fiftSnce tiian half a troop of difiho^inted horfe and 
half a company of Invalids. In this alarming fitu- 
ation of affairs, a few Vojunteer Companies were 
formed, who chof^ their own officers,, purcha-i 
fed their own uniform and arms^ and with the 
affiftance of perfons properly competent, aflem- 
bled on paifade to acquire a knowledge of tie 
military art. Such was the origin of the gallant 
bands of Patriots unparallelled in the annals of 
the world, who ar^he pride and the ornj^ment 
6four country who haverefcued it from bond- 
age and difgrace, whofe virtues the hiftoriait 
will tranfrait with veneration and efteera to 
'lateft pofterity. 

Some efforts were made to render the vpluh- 
t&rs amenable to the iafluenqc of the crown, 
but they v/ere ineffipdual, it being found im- 
^offible either to diflfolve or to prevail upon 
tliem to coincide with the v^fties of go- 
vernment; it was now moft expedient [to 
aflume the appearance of treating them' 
with confidence. Wherefore orders were 

ti iJHiAed^ 
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HTued to the governors of the feveral counties to 
diftribute among them fixteen thoufand»ftand of 
2itms. Ron fed by the fpirit of the nation, our 
reprefentatives entertained new hopes and were 
infpired with different fentiments in refpeft to 
our fituation. They met about the middle of Oc- 
t6ber, 1779. '^^^ fpeech from the throne pro- 
duced a long and interefting debate in the houfe 
of Commons on the diftreffed ftate of the nation, 
and the effeftual meafures for obtaining reliefs 
The Sentiments at length of the houfe were very 
happily expreffed by a member who naoved that 
the addrefs propofcd to his majelty Ihould be 
ameladed by thefe words, " It is not by temporary 
/' expedients but by a free trade only that the na- 
" tion is now to be faved from impending' 
" ruin/* The amendment paffed unanimoufly ; 
The Lords concurred. When the Speaker car- 
ried up the addrefs to the Lord Lieutenant, the 
Streets were lined from the Parliament Houfe to 
the Caftfe by the Dublin Volunteers commanded 
by the duke of Leinfter. The acclamations of 
the people as the" fpeaker paffed along were ex- 
preflive of their wiihes and their joy on this very 
lingular occiafion. The piilfe of the natron beat 
high. The hope of redrefs was difiufed, at the 
fame time,, anxiety and fiifpicions were entertain- 
ed, that thefe was' danger of difappointment by 
the fame fpirit of tyranny in Great Britain which 
had hitherto fo ihamefully lubjugated this coun- 
try and that compulfory methods could only ifc 
Wa^ pf efumed, procure us juftice. If our repre- 
sentatives gi^anted the fupply as ufual, for two 
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years, there was dangei*, tidtwithftitidicg^ ail 
Our eflforts, that Britain Wcfuld ftill c6titi^e her 
ufurpatidn, and ^vheIl the ftipply was granted a 
. prorogation of Parliament might fruftrate our 
wilhes. Thcfe were the feiitiments that general- 
ly pervaded the kingdom, biit in Parliament the 
conrt party tvere averfe to the meafure. J'tom 
refentment a Dnblin mob committed feveral afts 
of violence and menaced thpfe who fhould op- 
pofe it. When the point catile to be confidered, 
a niajorhy of the Commons, fome from priti(:i- 
ple and others from neceffity appeared \h fapport 
of it. A fliort money bill was pafled ^nd tranfr 
mitted to Great Britain where, though mor- 
tifying ^nd unnfual to the minifter, it pafled 
alfot 

Such W4S the fitu^tion of afiairis in this king- 
dom dniring the rccefs of the Britifti Parliament. 
It met in December, and a nOble Lord introduced 
the bufinefs relative to Ii'eland ipto the Houfe of 
Lords. He complained that the miniflry had 
been Ihamefiilly negligent with refpeft to ;t, at 
the rifque of the connexion and profperity of 
both kingdoms. He faidthat the time was critical, 
that the Irilh were driven to defpair ; that the 
fateof their country had been committed to for- 
tune to chance or accident ; that the circumftances 
of Ireland were Angular, fhe had long maimained 
for internal defence, a military force beyond her 
ability, of which contrary to Royal faith, fhe had 
been ftripped for the fupport of the American war 

in 
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in which Ihe had no concern, nay, from the prin^ 
ibiple of which flie had caxife to fear, it would \)Q^ 
iapplied tq^ the fubverfion of her own conftitu- 
tion ; that, in this ftate of w^akiiefs, the enemie^ 
df the empire threatened her wjth invafion ; that 
When fhe applied to Britain for protection the 
anfwer ftxe received wa§ " you muft protect youp- 
"• felf/' • Thus finding herfelf (^xpofed and de- 
ferted, flie was faved JDy the magpaniinity of her 
fons,-who ofev^ryclaC?, voluntarily aJrmed arid 
united to fave their country from ' deftfu£lion, 
he' obferved^' that the Irifh, now confciousof 
poflefling a force and confequence tp whkh thty 
Were hitherto ftrahgerjs, refolvedrto/apply it for 
obtaining ad vantagesr to the nation iof. which 
by this exertion of fpirit they f he wed them- 
ielves worthy- The govemnierit of Ireland, he 
faid had bieen' abdicated, and the people refumed 
the powers which they w^re juftified by ■ 'wery 
principleof the conftilutiori and by^very motive 
of felf j>Vefervation, * Had the Irifti, * fome time 
before been gratified, in fmaller matters the^"* 
would have received tha:nkfully the favour, but 
the feafon of r^coiicillation abd of 'gratitude 
wasnowpaft; whatever the Britifh' Parliament 
might ^tprefent grant/ woiild be received by the 
Irifti, not a^'a matter of favour, but of right. He 
then moved a vote of ceiifure on his majefty's 
minifters for their liegled -of Irel^d. The mo- 
tion was negatived.' In the courfe of the debate 
upon, it, Earl Gower, who had ridw deferted go- 
vernment, declared, that there did not exift a 
V .'v . , ,. '. .. . . . ....... finglc 
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iingle doubt in his mind that the cenfure contjaini- 
cd in the vote was well founded. He faid, in his 
own vindication, that eafly in the fumnier he had 
promifed that relief fliould be granted to Ireland 
and had done every thing in his power to keep 
his word, but that all hi$ efforts h^d proved to«» 
tally fruitlefs. The loinifter in th^ Houfe of 
Commons was ftrongly prefled on the fame fub" 
jeft. Befides the difficulties ia which this invol- 
ved him, he found himfelf greatly diftrefled by 
the fhort Irilh money bill. He now gave notice 
that in lefs than a week he would move for a 
committee of the whole Honfe to take the affairs 
of Irelaridinto confideration. On the 13th of De- 
cember be brought forward his propofiiions rela- 
tive tOt ij country. Their defign was to repeal 
the laws which prohibited the exportation oflrifh 
. manufadlures made of, or mixed with wool 
and wool flocks, from Ireland to any part of 
Europe. To repeal fo^ much of the aft of the 
the J 9th of George the l^econd as prohibited the 
importation of glafs into Irelai^d, except of 
Britift^ ipanufafture, or tq export glafs from 
that kingdom. To peimit Ireland to export 
and import commodities to and from the Bri- 
tilh colonies and the Weft-Indies and her fet- 
tlements on the coaft of Africa, fubjeft tq 
fuct regulations and ^eftriftions as ftiould be 
impofed by the Infti Pa^^iament. Influenced 
by the circumftances of the times, be now 
took a decided part in favour of Ireland 
and in fupport of the above propofitions he 
filtered into strain of arguments which pointed 

out 
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out their propriety, tbeir juftice, their neccflity. 
He BOW made mentioh of our natural and 
inherent rights arid of the advantages from 
a repeal of the reftridlive ftatutes, 'which would 
refult to both countries, . Bills in exa£l con- 
formity to the feveral particulars in our favour 
propofed by the niinifter, were brought in and 
palled into laws : on this occafion the ples^ure 
which the people felt, was expreflfed in the mod 
fenfible manner. But when the feelings natural 
to men in fuch a fituation fubfided and refleftion 
took place, the public mind began to beinfpired 
by the hope of obtaining a new^ aiid more 
important' objeft. It was fuggefted that a free 
trade'if held by a precarious tenure would be 
of little ufe, ' and that to render it pf any 
real -advantage it ought to reft on a folid and 
permanent foundation- The repeal of the re- 
ftfidive Uws by which Great 'Britain had 
fettered our commerce was not a voluntary aft 
but the mere effedt of neceflity; when that 
iieceflity no longer exifted, ' the Britifh Par- 
liament might recall the benefit • we had 
received and confine our trade by new, per- 
haps more oppreflive reftri61ions/ In order 
to fecure what" we at prefent enjoyed, fhe 
muft relinquifh her ufurped claim to make laws 
to bind us, and reftore to us the privileges of 
a free conftitution. ' The nation chiefly relied on 
the fpirit and patriotifm of the volunteers for^ 
the accomplifhment of its wifhes. Nothing 
could be more pleafing to^ thofe guardians of 
i ^^ .^ - i - ' • y ■ ' . our 
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ppT liberties, wto determined to exert ihttn^ 
jfblves in a canfe fo advantageous to their eotimty, 
and (b worthy of the reputation Tvhicb they 
iiad hitherto maintained. The defire of obtain- 
ing fo glorious an objeA augmented their 
pumbers; they knew that the time was critical, 
becaufe Great Britain without a fingle ally had 
to contend with the force of America and the 
• linited branches of the Houfe of Bourbon, 
whofe fleets the preceding fummer rode trium- 
phant in the Britifh channel; they faw that 
from the comparative weaknefs of Britain, we 
^lone could hope for a compleat emancipation. 
I Here the caufe and effeft of the American war 

I were replete with inftru6lion. However other 

I caufeshad confpired to encreafe and flrengthen 

I the volunteers; they had received the thanks of 

I both Houfes of Parliament, they were become 

highly refpedable, not only at home bat in 
the other, countries of Europe. The neatnefs 
f and decency of their appearance contributed not 

a little to render them more numerous. The 
awkardnefs of many who had been habituated 
to the moft clumfy occupations was rubbed 
off and J)olilh^d by the ufe of arms — Many 
publications tended to diffufe and invigorate 
I this patriotic flame. Letters under the fignature 

of Owen Roe O'Niall, by their boldnefs and 
patriotic warmth ferved the caufe materially. 
The period at length was arrived for openly 
declaring our opinion and determination ref- 
pcfting public affairs ; it began to be boldly 
i aflerted 
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aflferted that Ireland was aa independent king* 
dom, entitled by reafon, by nature, and by corn- 
pad, to all the privileges and immunities of a 
free conflitution ; and that no power on earth 
was competent to make laws to bind us, except 
our own King, Lords and Commons : and that 
in fupport of thefe inherent rights they were 
determined to rifque their property, and their 
lives. However Government oppofed thefe our 
conftitutional claims and rights, and the 
majority of the reprefentative body were fer- 
vilely obedient to their didates ; yet the .mino- ' 
rity, animated by a patriotic glow, ftrained every 
nerve to gratify the wifhes of the nation — one 
of thefe, as diftinguiOied for his abilities as 
integrity, in April 1780 moved in the Houfe 
of Commons, " That no power on earth fave the 
King, Lords and Commons of Ireland were com- 
petent to make laws to bind us/* Although the 
truth of this proportion was not denied, yet it 
is well known, that had the queflion been put, 
it w^ould have been determined in the negative. 
The Irifh army had heretofore been regulated 
by a Britifti aft of Parliament, however, foon 
after a Mutiny Bill was introduced into the 
Houfe of Commons to place them und«r the 
direflion of our own Legillature. It pafled, but 
was made perpetual in Great Britain. The 
amendment was fubmitted to and the bill pafled 
Vnto a law. This remedy was worfe than the 
difeafe. Men whom the ufe of arms, as a dif- 
finft profcflipn, detaches from their country, are 

^ not 
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W)t the xnoft natural guardians of its privi* 
leges and fafety. Henry the 7th of France 
taught the princes of Europe to keep ftanding 
armies on foot, in order not only to encreafe 
but to fecure the influence of the crown. 
This dangerous power, not acknowledged by 
common law, {o inimical to the, rights of free- 
dom, was from the beginning, the objed of 
fufpicion and jealoufy to the Britilh Parliament. 
This evidently appears from their mutiny bill 
which was calculated as much as poflible to 
bring the army under their own controul. If 
in Great Britain thefc precautions were nc- 
ceffary, a fortiori^ they were ftill more fo with 
refpeft to us. To fuffer bis JTajefty to be fur-» 
niihed with perpetual regulations for governing 
the army in a country where he enjoys fo 
large an hereditary revenue, was confidered as 
extremely dangerous to our liberties, and 
caufed much difiatisfaiSionj. and this was 
encreafed ]t)y two unfuccefsful attempts refpefi- 
ing our liberties in the Houfe of Commons, 
ope for the purpofe of obtaining a modification 
of Poyning's Law, and the other to fecure 
tbc independence of the Judges. The natidn '^ 
at the cominencement of Lord Carlifle's adini- - 
niftration entertained the higheft expieftations 
of the advantages the country would derive from 
the fpiritedcondudl of the Parliament, but theijr 
expe£lations proved to be ideal, vifionary and 

^•»*^^- IVIiniftrf 
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Miniftry fufpeftcd that . the combined fleet 
whicb in the beginning of the Autumn in 
the year 178 1 had been in the channel for fome 
time, defigned to invade this kingdom. Thti 
moment they communicated their apprehenfioiis, 
the volunteers aflembled, and from all quarters 
made an offer of their afllftance to government. 
They came forward with alacrity and did duty 
in fome of the garrifoned towns, inftead of the 
poor foldiers whom it had been neceffary to call 
off to more diftant parts of the kingdom. The vo* 
lunteers on account of their gallant eondu^ on 
this occafion, a fecond time received the thanks 
of both houfcs of Parliament, During the admi- 
niftration of Lord Buckinghamftiire the volun- 
teer affociations had not only commenced, but 
rofe to fuch confequence. But the Britifh Mi- 
niftry fuppofing that his oppofition to them was 
not fufficiemly vigorous, recalled him, and fent 
Lord Carlifle Lord Lieutenant of this kingdom. 
Experience foon convinced Lord Garlifle that 
any hopes he might entertain of breaking the 
fpiritofthe nation were vain and ill grounded 
But by his addrefs he direfted our parliament 
inoft effeAually. The feflion ptecediug, an ad- 
drefs had been tranfmitted for a free trade ; a 
Ihort money bill had paflfed, and one for regula- 
ting the army ; that which met the winter folio Wt 
ing under his management, did almbft in every 
particular accede to the wifhes of government. 
The attempts made by the minority, to obtaiq 



a repeal of the obnoxious part of the mutiny bill 
and a modification of Poyning's Law, together 
with all other exertions in favour of the rights 
of the people proved totally ineffeAual. But 
as good frequently arifes from evil a partial com- 
pliance with the defires of the nation would in all 
human probability have fatisfied t;he lefsr difcern- 
ing part of • our patriots, but fuch infolcnt treat- 
ment excited their indignation and produced 
that exertion which emancipated Ireland. Thd 
bufinefs commenced with the oncers of the Ar^ 
magh regiment of Volunteers, commanded by 
the Earl of Cbarlemont. At a meeting on the 
28th of December, they unanimoufly entered in-* 
to fuch fpirited and conftitutional refolutions as 
were attended with the wilhed for fucoefs. They 
had a meeting appointed at Dungannon on the 
15th of February, in the year 1782, to which 
meeting every Volunteer affociation of . the 
Province of Ulfter wa3 earneftly requeftcd to at- 
tend. 

Government and its pati^ans ufed eveiy means 
to prevent the intended meeting : But however at 
length the i5th of Feb. arrived, the reprefenta- 
tives of 143 Corp s met at Dungannon and enter^ 
ed into truly patriotic Refolutions, but the Chief 
one wa^ the refolve, " that the claim of anybody 
of men, other than the King, Lords and Com- 
mons of Ireland, to make Laws to bind thi^ 
Kingdom, is uticonftitutional, illegal and at 
grievance." The Refolutions they entered into 
relative to the Roman Catiralics muft ever placef 

thenar 
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tbem in an honourable ^oint of View ; they fe- 
folved, tha the right of private judgment in mat- 
ters of religion ought to be equally facrcd in 
others as themfelves, and that as men atid a^ 
Irilhmen they rejoiced in the relaxation of the 
penal laws againft their Roman Catholic bre- 
thren and that they conceived the meafure to be 
fraught with the happieft confequences tp 
the union and profperity of the inhabitants of 
Ireland, They agreed to addiefs the minority 
in both boufes of Parliament in the following 
words " We thank yOu for your noble and fpi- 
" rited though hitherto ineffeftual efforts in de- 
'* fence of the great conftitutional arid c9nimer- 
*^ cial rights of your country. Gro dri. The una- 
** nimolis v6ice of the people is with you, and!^. 
'* in a free country the voice of the people muft 
" prevail. We know our duty to ourfelves and 
" ire fefolved to be free. We feek for our rights, 
*' aLnd no more than our rights, and in fo juft a: 
•' purfuit, we fhould doubt the being of a Pro- 
* vidence if we doubted of fuccefs." The addrefs? 
was univerfally admired, and the period was 
now arrived that the wifhes of the people muft 
be gratified- However Government were ftilt 
too powerful for the friends of the people, for 
they obtained an eafy viftory upon the feveral 
conftitutional qu^ftions which became the fub- 
jcftsof difcuffion before the parliamtot. Tixo' 
things however occurred in the Senate which; 
made a laftlng impreflion. In a debate concern*^' 
i^iog the exclufive legiflative rights of Ireland^ 

X mcmbor 
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a Member who filled an high law department 
declared that " power conftituted right." A mo- 
tion was negatived which declared " that the 
" Commons were the reprefentatives of the peo- 
'* pie.'' It was felt that if the former of thefe was 
true, then Iriftimen were not only flaves, but 
that their Mafiers w^ere defpots in principle. The 
latter led to a fufpicion that the Commons had 
renounced their connexion with their conftitu- 
ents and did not confider themfelves as the dele- 
gated guardians o£ their properties and liberties. 
However by thefe means the diflatisfadion of 
the nation was aggravated, but its deliverance 
was at hand. The Dungannon refolves werd 
adopted with a zeal and unanimity bordering on 
enthufiafm, by the Volunteers of every Province, 
even the friends of Government were irrefif- 
tibly borne down by the torrent, and began 
to ftand forth as zealous champions for the 
conftitution and the rights of their Country. The 
confuinmation of allourwifhes faft approached 
and was haftened by a removal of the Britilh 
miniftry, whofe precipitate counfels had loft 
America, and fufpended the fafety df Britain, 
dn the brink of ruin. The man fubftituted in 
their room in both countries, were diftinguifhed 
by more political wlfdom and aftuated by more 
liberal principles. 

In the beginning of April 1784 the Dukct 

of Portland came here to prelide over the* 

affairs of this country, fhortly after his arri- 

/tal he fent a raeflage to Parliament inform- 

iag tfecm, that he had it in coaamand from his 

IVJajefty 
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Majcfiy to acquaint thera, that his Majcfty wa^ 
concerned tp find that difcontents and jealoufiei 
|>revailed amonj^ his loyal fubjefls of thia Cdun- 
try> upon matters of great weight and import- 
ance, he therefore recommended it to Parlia- 
Daent to take the fame into their moft ferious 
confiderauon in order to come to fuch a final 
3idjuftinent> a^ would afford mutual fatisfa6li- 
cn to his Kingdoms of Great-Britain and Ire- 
Ian di 

Many years had revolved finc^ we heard fueh 
declarations iffue from the throne. The patriots 
rejoiced, and even the venal herd, now deliver- 
ed from tempraiion, might now freely aft the 
part moil conducive to the public weal. Both 
Houfes of Parliament unanimoufly reprefented 
their fentiments and thofe of the nation, con- 
cerning the grievances of the Kingdom, to his' 
Majefty, in "a dutiful and loyal addreft. After 
enumerating the evils they wifhed to have re-' 
moved they conclude by afluring his Majefty 
that they were the more confident in the hope 
of redrefs, as they were ready to fhare wah 
hritain her freedom, and to Jhare Her fate. Soon 
after, the Lord Lieutenant in Hsfpeech, in- 
:formcd both Houfes of Parliament that he was 
enabled by the magnanimity of the King, and by 
the wifdom of the Britifn Pai^liament.to affure 
them, that immediate attention had been paid 
to their reprefentations, and that the legiflaturc 
^Britain had concurred in a refolution to rf-' 
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inovethe caufes of their difcontents/ and were 
tinited in a defite to gratify every wifti expref- 
fed in the late addfeffes to the throne, that in the 
mean time his Majefty was gracioufly difpofed 
to give his royal affent to a6ls to prevent the 
fuppf^ffing of bills in the Irifti privy council and 
to limit the mutiny bill to the term of two years. 
The Commons fent a moil loyal and dutiful 
iiddrefs to his Majefty in confequence of his 
gracious intimation, they acquaint his Majefty- 
that they conceive that an unqualified repeal of- 
the fixth of George the firft to be a meafure of 
fconfummate wifdom and juftice fuitable to the 
dignity and eminence of both nations exalting 
their charafter and furnifhing a perpetual pledge 
of their mutual amity. They . inform his Majef- 
ty that they would prepare bills to fatisfy the 
wifties of his people, and affure him, that ^yhc^ 
gratified in thefe particulars, no conftitutional 
qu eft ion between the two nations would any 
longer exift to interrupt their harmony, and that 
great Britain, as flie had approved their firm- 
nefs, might alfo rely^on their affeftion. Addref- 
fes were likewiTe pfefented by Parliament to the 
Lord Lieutenant expreffive of their thanks for 
the adlive part he had taken in this interefting 
bufinefs. The Commons in proof of their loy- 
alty, voted an hundred thoufand pounds to hjs 
Majefty to enable him to raife twenty thoufand 
men for the Navy. Shortly after they likewife 
voted five thoufand troops Ihould be fent to 
fiis afliftarice off our eftaBiifhment.' 

1^ -i^i 
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The volunteers in particular were theobjeil 
of gratitude, and every benefador of the nation, 
in proportion to his exertions in the common 
caufe, was the fubjeft of praife, biit none was 
placed in fo confpicuous a point of view as Mr. 
Grattan, The feffion ot Parliament ended about 
the middle of Summer, but the following bills 
received the royal affent, a bill to impower the 
Lord Lieutenant or other chief Governor or 
Governors and council of this Kingdom for the 
time being, to certify all fuch bills and none 
other, as both Houfes of Parliament Ihall judge 
expedient, to be enafted in this Kingdom, to his 
Majefty his heirs and Succeflbrs under the great 
feat of Ireland, without addition, diminution, 
or alteration: all fuch bills thus tranfmitted 
and returned under the great feal of Great 
Britain, without addition, diminution or altera- 
ation, and none other to pafs in the Parliament 
of this kingdom. No bill neceffary to be certified 
into Great Britain as a caufe or confideration 
for holding a Parliament in Ireland. A bill to 
limit the mutiny aft to two years and to repeal 
the other obnoxious parts of the late ftatute. A 
bill enafting that from henceforth all erroneous 
judgments, Orders and decrees Ihall be finally 
examined and reformed in the high Court of 
Parliament in this Kingdom only, and that for 
this purpofe, the Lord Lieutenant, or other 
Chief Governor, or Governors, Ihall and may 
grant warrants for fealing writs of error return- 
able into Parliament. An habeas corpus law, 

and 
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md one for rendering the judges independent 
6f the Grown were alfo enaded. . And as many 
in the Kingdom held their eftates by the authori- 
ty of Englilh lawsi to quiet their, minds, au aft 
likewife paflfed imprefling thefe Britilh ftatutes 
A/^ith the fanflion of the Irifti legiflature. ,^ Thefe, 
advantages, ill of which were highly neceflary 
to our liberty fome of them more eminently eC-* 
fential to it, but until this glorious period of 
freedom w^ had contended for them in\ vain. 
The following laws were enafted refpefting the 
Roman catholics; In 1778' the Roman Catholics 
were empowered to tate leafes^ for any,^term. 
of years, not exceeding 999, or for any term of 
years determinable, or any, number of lives! 
not exceeding five. They were now raabled 
to purchafe or take by grant, limitation, defcent 
or devife, any lands, tenements or heredita- 
ments in this kingdom with certain exceptions,' 
andtodifpoieof them by will of otherwife,to 
defcend according to the courfe of common law,^ 
devifable and transferase in like ihauner as the 
lands of Pfoteftants. 

By ther fame law, certain penal afts re- 
fpedirig the heariiig and celebratiug of Maf^, 
forbidding Roman Catholics to.keep an horfq of 
above the value of five pounds, empowering 
grand juries to levy from them in their refpec- 
tive diftrids money to the amount of fuch Ipfles 
iswete fuftaitied by the depredations of prira- 
teisffs requiring' them to provide in towns, Pro^ 
F 2" teftant' 
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tcftant watchmen, and forbidding them to in- 
habit the city of Limerick or fuburbs were re- 
pealed. So much of former afts as forbad them 
to teach fchool publicly, or to inftruft youth, 
of their own profeffion, in private was alfo re- 
pealed, and a law enabled to permit them to have 
the guardianlhip, the care and tuition of their 
own Children. It is a pleafing refleftion that 
unchriftian bigotry with refped to the Roman 
Catholics has almoft loft its influence and I have 
a pleafure in the thought that their ciycum- 
fiances will Ihortly be rendered conducive in all 
refpects, to their happinefs. 

The death of the Marquis of Rockingham, 
who was the bond of union and chief fupport of 
the prefent adminiftration occafioned many of 
them to retire. The Duke of Portland refigned, 
and Lord Temple whofe patriotic adminiftrati- 
on has been univerfally admired, came to pre- 
fide ov^r the affairs of this kingdom. His bro- 
ther, who was his fecretary, went to Grfeat Bri- 
tain and flated the ridiculous difcontents of the 
people refpeding the repeal of the declaratory 
a£l. Mr. Townlhend, immediately moved in the 
Britifti Houfe of Commons for leave to bring 
in a bill to remove from the minds of the peo- 
ple of Ireland all doubts relative to their legif- 
lative and judicial privileges. Leave was given, 
and the bill paffed into a law, and contained a 
full renunciation on the part of the Britifli liegif- 
lamre; of all claims of a right to interfere with 

the 
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the judgment of our Courts, or to make, laws to 
bind this Country in future. Thus terminated 
a conteft, in which the fpirit of the Irifh nation, 
fan€lioned by a fortunate train of concurring 
circumftances, was roufed into exertions admir-. 
ed by Europe, and in the annals of time will 
hand (Jown to ages yet unborn, the immortal 
honour at this crilis obtained by our country. 

When a fenfe of rcAitude is the only fupport 
of the faith of nations w;hat confidence is to be 
placed in it by the weaker part, let the annals 
of the w orld determine. Great Britain granted 
us Magna Charta and ratified our rights and 
privileges on many occafions, however, in thq 
periods of her ftrength and of our weaknefs, 
Ihe violated our national independence an4 
rendered thofe eflforts eflentially neceflary which 
have produced the prefent revolution. The 
motives of ftates and empires are totally differ- 
ent from thofe which influence the conduft of 
individuals. For policy is the rule of their 
condu6l in their tranfaflions with each other 
when urged by neceflity, they give up the gra- 
tifications of pride, of avarice or ambition, but 
when ever an opportunity prefents them with an 
encreafe of ftrength and power, they feize it 
with avidity and refume them. It is painful to 
cxprefs a thought tending to allay our joy and 
congratulations, but we (hould be wife, that 
the caufe of our rejoicing^ may b^ lafting and 
permanent. Irelajid now appears to the world 
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in an hononrable light, by her magnanimity 
Ihe has commanded not only r^fpeft from Eu- 
rope, but admiration; this fliould encou- 
rage her fons to maintain the rank to which 
flie is reftojred. They ftiould likewife be ani- 
mated to this by the acceffion of the Roman 
Catholics to the national force. 

Our Proteftant diflenting Brethren have now 
an additional motive to aflift in the defence of 
bur national rights. The teft aft, by wTiich they 
were linjuftly excluded from offices of truft 
under the crown, * was repealed the feflion of 
l^arliament prior to the lift, ind they are now, 
in this refpeft, reinftated in the privileges of 
citizens, iut whilft Irifhmen without diftinftiou 
iiniteto maintain the conftitution,4hey ftiould 
endeavour to enlarge their views and to reform 
it. "With all its excellence, it labours under 
imperfeftions hoftile to the rights o£ freemen. — 
The reprefehtation of the people in the fenate, 
is in miny refpefts partial, arbitrary and ina- 
dequate. ' So long as a majority of the Commonis 
is compofed o{ 'borough members a fpirit of 
venality muft ever pervade' the political fyftem. 
To extirpate this radical evil, to procure fuch 
an addition to the Commons as will render them 
the real and more equal reprefentatives of the 
people, to eftablifti a mode of eleftioii which 
iwould place the freeholders, on fuch occafions, 
beyond the cognizance and power of landlords; 
who ufurp a nioft tyrannical* domination over 
'"'■ ' - r .. • their 
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their liberty aijid confcience, are objefts which 
fhould engage the perfevering aad animated 
efforts of every friend to the true intereft of hi& 
country. 

If thefe things were obtained, we might 
then hope to enjoy not only external but inter- 
nal freedom. And as the Britifh Parliament has 
relinquifted all legiflative authority over us, 
we might reafonably expedl that her minifters 
would ceafe to corrupt our reprefentatives. 
Then the balance of the conftitution would be 
maintained, which is now injured by an arifto- 
cratic influence. Men by places and penfions 
dependent on the crown would not have a feat 
in Parliament. Then would we have at foreign 
courts, ambafladors of our own, who it may 
be fuppofed would pay more attention, at leaft 
to our commercial concerns, than the Britifh 
ambaflador's at prefent do, and a naval force would 
be eftablilhed, which in time of war would 
proteft our commerce and coafts from the 
infulting depredations of our enemies. Our 
criminal laws would be mitigated in fuch 
manner as not to violate the principles of juftice 
and humanity. Theile would be an entire change 
in the complicated and heterogeneous code of 
revenue laws, and we might hope to fee the 
lands of this country reduced in price within 
the limits of moderation. In the equalization 
of the duties on the importation of the Weft 
Indian commodities, a due regard would be 

paid 
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paid to the wealth and relative fituations of 
this and the fifter kingdom. A more equal 
jceprefentation of the people would completely 
isffeftuate thefe defirable objeAs of our wifties. 
Then would we fee the crown unanimoufly 
fupported in aU the neceffary and reafonable 
tnezifures for conducing the government of 
this country, and oppofed when attempting 
to introduce any meafure or fcheme inimical 
"to our rights or liberties. The Minifter who 
has tarnifhed the glory and fhaken the founda- 
tions of the Britifh empire, has rendered 
abortive the late attempt to reform the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain. However in the purfuit 
of this wife and falutary meafure let us clofely 
imitate the coiiducl of Britain, coo], but fteady, 
ftie will in the end attain the objed of her pur- 
fuit by an uniform adherence to conftitutional 
rules and maxims. But I am forry to fay that 
the mafs of the people is corrupt and too many 
of the lower order of freeholders in the choice 
of reprefentatives are fiigmatized as the fervile 
iniiruments of venality and.corruption. I muft 
make an exception as to the county of Wicklow 
where I experimentally know that there exifts 
there lefs bribery and corruption than in any 
other county of Ireland, Armagh and Tyrone 
excepted. The freeholders of the county of 
Wicklow are above been influenced by a 
paltry bribe and a more independent Intereft 

ho where exifts. 
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When the great Hampden contended with the 
crown for the payment of 40s. which he confi- 
dered as illegally levied it was pot within the 
compafs of human forefight to predift that in lit- 
tle more than a century, that noble zeal, in fup- 
port of the juft rights of Mankind would be loft- 
When the Parliament, after the peace of Ryf- 
wick, refufed to comply with a requeft made 
by their King, and deliverer, that he might re- 
tain his Dutch guards the members who were 
then fuch auftere guardians of liberty againft the 
encroachments of the crow^n, little thought that 
even their fons might be fenators, when Parlia- 
ment would become the mere echo of the Minif- 
ter ; and that the moft eflential alterations would 
take place in the condition of the prince and the 
people, without any alarm being excited, or the 
body of the nation having any apprehenfion of 
the change. But when the manners of a Peo- 
ple alter, their form of a government will un- 
dergo a correfponding modification. Simplicity 
and frugality embrace Liberty as. the parent of 
every bleffing ; refinement and luxury fpread a 
general indifference among the /people, they be- 
came blind to confequences, and indifferent in a 
general caufe ; which furnifh minifters with 
golden opportunities to effeft their purpofes 
Nam Savior armis luxuria incuhuit. With the 
Temple adminiftration, I muft t^ake leave with fin- 
cere regret of the ingenious and learned Dodor 
Crawford, w^hofe liberality of fentiment fo fully 
evinced in his Hiftory of Ireland, will caufe his 
'-•.'■■■■ - name 
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name to be handed down with veileration and 
efteem to the moft diftant ages. 

Lord Temple was fucceeded on the 3d of June 
1 783 by the Earl of Northington, who diffolved 
the Parliament of this kingdom on the 25th day 
of July following by royal proclamation, and fiim- 
,moneda new parliament to be holden at Dublin, 
on Saturday the fixth of September next enfuiug. 
The great inducement that prevailed on govern- 
ment to diffolve the parliament was a wifti to 
prevent the fpirited rcfolutions, which they had 
apprehenfions would univerfally take place at 
the autumn aflizes for propoling patriotic tejis 
to their refpeftive county candidates. 

At this time an unmerited obloquy Was 
thrown upon the charafter of Mr. Grattan for 
accepting what no man in the kingdom would 
refufe, wh^h given as a teftimonial of a nation's 
gratitude, yet that gentleman with a truly patri- 
otic fpirit declared that whether as privy coun- 
fcUor or fenator he would bring forward and 
fupport to the utmoft pf his ability every great 
meafure which tended to the thorough eftablifh- 
nient of the conftitutional rights and commerce 
of Ireland. The Parliamentary feffions of 
1779, wherein commenced the dawn of Ire- 
land's freedom and emancipation, may undoubt- 
edly be confidered as a great and memorable 
period of time. Thofe perfons, however, who 
ftridly confider the numerous and important 

mattery 
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matters that remain to be finally fettled, parti- 
cularly in point of regulations of trade, eafily 
forefaw that the new Parliament of 1783 would 
be one of the molt critical and imerefting^that 
ever aflembled in this kingdom. * At this time 
Mr. Wyndham refigned his place as fecretary 
to the Lord Lieutenant, his refignation was 
chiefly owing to a coolnefs that fubfifted between 
him and a certain great perfonage: as neither a 
fimilarity of fentiment^ nor of ideas fublifted 
between them. 

The following circumftance refpefting the 
late fecretary, which to omit would be doing 
injuftice to fo amiable a charafiler, a few days 
previous to his leaving Ireland, a gentleman 
from Great Britain waited on him with a ftroug 
letter of recommendation from Mr. Burke, 
requefting Mr. Wyndham would embrace ^n 
opportunity of prefenting him with fome little 
preferment that might fall in the ^ift of govern- 
ment, Mr. Wijidham alTured the gentleman he 
fhould be happy to prefent aperfon, fo ftrongly 
recommended by Mr. Burke, with a much 
greater piece of preferment than that requefted; 
but that it was his fixed determination, ftiould he 
continue in the fecretarylhip, to give every place 
in his power to Irifhmen ; as he had long been 
perfuaded, the natives bad the bed right to the 
bread of their own land. His Excellency o^ 
the refignation of Mr. Wyndham appointed 
Mr. Pelham to be chief fecretary. The new 

fecretary 
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fecretary had no very great defire to come to 
Ireland to affume his fudden appointment as the 
period appeared to be extremely critical on the 
8th of theenfuing month a meeting of the volun- 
teer provincial delegates of Ulfteir was to take 

^ place at Dungannon,and the public feemedto wait 
with much anxiety their determinations. Se- 
cretary Pelham early publicly declared himfelf 
inimical to a parliamentary reform, and the 
equalization protefting duties. In this he 

. feemed to have adopted the fentiments of Heron 
and Eden of execrated memory, the firft for 
iiis ftupidity and perverfe oppofition to the 
wifties of the Irilh nation, and the latter for 
his tergiverfation and duplicity, for which emi- 
nent virtues they were liberally rewarded with 
two lucrative finecure places. — The detefted 
and odious difbanded Leinfter Fencibles exhi- 
bited like the reft of their calhiered fraternity 
through the kingdom at this time the moft 
doleful countenances. Thefe wretches were 
raifed by government for a twofold purpofe, 
to create influence and to break and ovenurn 
the fpirit of volunteering through the nation. 
But it would be hkppy for the Fencibles that with 
their difmifjal from military employ they could 
have ftiook off the difgrace and odium into which 
they are funk; but they have ftamped on them- 
felves a lafting ftigma, and the title of Mercenary 
Fencibles will be reprobated, as long as that of 
Independent Volunteers fhall be honoured and 
extolled, which undoubtedly will be to the 
Tcmoteft ages. 

OXK 
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On the tenth of November 1783 the grand 
National Affembly met purfuant to appointment 
and confifted of five Delegates from every 
county, and three from every city in the king- 
dom, they aflembled at the Royal Exchange 
and eleded the Right Hon. the Earl of Charle- 
mont, their chairman and then marched through 
the ftreets to the Rotunda which were lined by 
' the volunteer corps of the city and county of 
Dublin ; they fat for fome days and agreed to 
apian of parliamentary reform which was intro- 
duced into theHoufe of Commons by Mr, Flood 
on the 29th of November, 1783, but was nega- 
tived by a majority of eighty. 

On the nth of December the Right Hon. 

William Brownlow waited on his Excellency 

the Lord Lieutenant, with a copy of the addrefs 

from the national convention to his Majefty, 

which he faid the delegates thought it a duty 

incumbent on them to communicate to his 

Excellency before its delivery to his Majefty. — 

His Excellency thanked him for this mark of 

attention, as to himfelf he faid he could not 

confider it as any official information, as the 

national convention had anticipated the bufinefe 

by appointing ambaffadors of its own to execute 

it. — On the loth of February 1784 an exprefs 

arrived at the caftlc advifing that the Duke of 

Rutland was appointed Lord Lieutenant in 

room of Lord Northington. 

On 
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On the 26th of February the Duke of Rutland 
was fworn into th^ office of chief governor of 
this kingdom. The twenty feventh of February 
1784 exhibited a glorious example of the inde- 
pendence of Ireland^ the fubjedls appealing to 
our Lords in Parliament for juftice. While we 
behold the peers reftored to their conftitutional 
privileges, we could, at the fame time would, view 
the Houfe of Commons affuming its proper form 
in the Hate, and conlifting of the real reprefen- 
tatives of the people of Ireland. It now how- 
ever became to be generally underftood that 
the Northington political fyftem would be inva- 
riably purfuedby the Dukd of Rutland ; all ar- 
rangement bufinefs was to go through the Secre- 
tary's hands, and no man was better qualified 
for the routine of office than Mr. Orde^ from- 
bis long profeffional habits. On Saturday Marcb 
the 13th Mr, Brownlow intended to introduce the' 
fubjed of a Parliamentary reform, but out of 
modefty gave way to Mr. Flood and kept back 
to fecond his motion. Leave was given to bring 
in a bill, and Mr. Flood moved the committal 
of the bill on the 20tli of March, but the fame' 
infamous weight of corruption and Borough 
influence prevailed againft the general wiihes 
and defires of the nation, for the queftion was 
loft by a majority of feventy-four againft the 
committal of the bill. Thus far the Rutland 
adminiftration declared hoftile principles to the 
interefts of this country. Friday April the 2nd 
Mr.- Gardiner moved the following refolutions' 

in^ 
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in the Houfe of Commons, ** Firft, that many . 
" of the trading people of this kingdom i^ere 
'' in the greateft calamity and diftrefs. Secondly, 
" That the importation of foreign articles into 
" this kingdom had confiderably encreafcd for 
" a feries of years, and ftill continued to do fo. 
" Thirdly, that it was neceflary for Parliament 
*^ to interfere and alleviate the prefent diftreffes 
" of the people, but court influence as ufual 
" prevailed and the meafure was loft." 

The Right Hon. John Fofter had recently 
introduced a bill into Parliament for the fecu- 
rity of the freedom of the prefs, but on examin- 
ation it appeared to have a quite contrary t'fen- 
dency, its principles ftriking deeply at that 
palladium of liberty and the conftitution. To 
the immortal honour of the TJniverfity of 
Dublin, they on this occafion afTociated in de- 
fence of literature and public freedom. The 
bill was hurried through the lower houfe, and 
one objed feemed to have influenced the majori- 
ty on this ilmportant occafion, the fecurity 
againft perfonal attacks on the ground of fimple 
defamation; twenty-two patriots voted againft 
the committal of this bill of Mr. Fofter's, in 
refpeilof the freedom pf the Prefs, amongft whom 
I with pleafure recognize three of my friends, 
Mr. Weftby, my countryman, Mr. Brownlow, 
and that worthy and fteady patriot Mr. Stewart 
of Killimoon. Montefquieu in his fpirit of Laws 
aflerts that the liberty of the prefs is always agree- 

ablf 



to THE POLITICAL 

able to a democratic government. Is it not 
ftrange then, that the Commons of Ireland, 
who reprefent the democracy of our conftitution 
ihonld be the lirft to reftrain it ? Does it not 
clearly prove that they do not always fpeak the 
fenfe of the people? The Mahometans were at 
this time eftablilhing a prefs iii Turkey whilft 
the Chrifdans were endeavouring to abolifti it 
in Ireland; the genius of freedom, like all fub- 
lunary things, is vague and uncertain, it feems 
now to take its abode in the Eaft as well as the 
Weft, leaving the northern nations, where it 
primitively refided, open to the ravages of 
an ariftocracy. The fpirited refolves of the 
guild of merchants relative to a non-import 
agreement until protefUng duties wejre obtained 
reflefted the higheft honour on that truly refpec- 
table body of citizens. But the credulity of 
Irifhmen has long been the caufe of their 
depreffion every new adminiftration has their 
immediate confidence, and they never fufpeft 
the mifchief till they abfolutely feel the evil. 

As a fubftitute for prote£ling duties, on the 
'^thof Feb. 1785, Mr. Orde introduced a bill 
for a final commercial adjuftment between the 
fifter kingdoms, and on the 12th of Auguft the 
till pafled the Houfe by a majority of 19 only. 
But when the bufm^fs came to be difcufled in 
the Britifti fenate the commercial fyftem was 
tranfmitted here fo changed and modified, as 
would undoubtedly have overturned our com-. 

mercial 
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tnercial and conftitutional rights, had the 
fyftem been carried into eflfeft. But it became 
fo completely obnoxious that even the minifter 
himf^f niufc be poflTeflTed of an iincommon 
degree of affli ranee, if he ventured to bring it 
forv/ard in an IriQi fenate: At length Mr. 
Orde was obliged to abandon the commercial 
propofitions, and their reliftquiftiment was 
cfie6led by the virtue and firmnefs of our 
Reprefentatives. It would be doing Mr. Pon- 
' fonby great injufiice not to inention, that Mr. 
Orde waited upon him on this bufinefs, and tried 
every means in his power to prevail on him to 
fupport his favourite commercial fyftem, but he, 
with the true fpirit of patriotifm nobly withftood 
the folicitltions of the Minifter, andMr. Ponfon- 
by's firmnefs was the principal caufe of Mr. 
Orde's giving up the rrieafure. The Duke of 
Rutland, to his honour maiy it be fppken, declared 
that the commercial fyftem was entirely a bufi- 
nefs of Mr. Orde's, and that he wbuld leave 
gentlemen to aft as they chofe on the occafion. 
Under the pretext to eficftuatc domeftic peace 
and proteftion, a bill wa^ introduced for the 
improvement of the police of the city of Dub- 
lin, but it was evidently to create an undue 
influence in the city, and was one of the mofc 
obnoxious meafures of the Rutland adminif- 
tration, for the bill, in defpite of the utmoft 
efforts of the virtuous part of the fenate, pafled 
into a law, by which the chartered rights of 
the city were invaded and her magiftrate^ con- 
verted into the hirelings of the Minifter. Mr. 
G Orde 
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Orde amufed the nation, with a fyftem of educa- 
tion, partial in its principles and limited in its 
extent, and after having fubmitted tlie plan to 
the confideration of Parliament, he declared 
that nothing final would be done in the bufinefs 
until the next feffion. About the middle of 
Oftober,j787, after the Duke of Rutland's 
return from his tour through the fouth of this 
kingdom, he was attacked with a feverifh com- 
plaint, which put a period to his exiftence on 
Wednefday evening the 24th of Oftober. He 
was univerfally regretted on account of his 
many amiable and focial qualities, and his 
death was feverely felt by many, to whom his 
generofity and charitable difpofition, had often 
afforded relief 

Onthei6thDec. 1787, the Marquis of Bucking- 
ham landed and was fworn into office ; as popu- 
lar as his admininiftration was, when Lwd 
Temple, as odious and execrable was it when 
Marquis of Buckingham. The depriving of Mr. 
Tunnadine of his place as Mafter of Chancery, 
I confider as one of the moft arbitrary mea- 
fures of the Buckingham adminiftration. But 
the Juftice of the Marquis of Buckingham 
was the reigning topic amongft his partizans 
and the minions of his favour. Where was 
this juftice, this ftri6l and impartial juftice, 
Ivhen a Peer of the realm was robbed, not of an 
ideal right, not of a ftiadowy privilege, but of 
the fubftantial provifion made for the fupport of 
iis dignity out of the funds of the. people, at the 
^-aaaceof Parliament^ wh^re was Jujlice then ? 
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jes, this was ^«/?/r^ ; juftice upon a principle 
which made an aft of unrelenting and inhuman 
feverity, appear to an indignant people indecent- 
ly flagitious : — A Viceroy pulling from under a 
virtuous nobleman the only prop on which 
he leaned for fupport, and taking out of his 
mouth the bread put into it, by the hand of the 
nation, becaufe he dare^ to be truly noUey to de- 
fpife tiie proud mandate of a contemned court,' 
and exercife the ptivilege of his high ftation, 
to advance the dignity, and pfoteft the inde 
pendence of his country, prefented a fpeftacle 
which England gazed upon with aftonifhment 
And Ireland beheld with horror.— -Here no 
length of time can efface the impreflion, or re 
concile to the freedom and generofity of the 
nation, an aftion, in which private fpite mingkd 
with malice to the Public, and the mfeannefs of a 
fordid cruelty was heightened by the me- 
nace thrown out, and the vengeance inflidcd 
on-^a difiinguilhed integrity in the, higheft 
department of the ftate and a . probity, the 
more meritorious from the. diftreffed circumftan- 
ces of its dignined pofifelTor. — The fame audaci- 
ous and infamous principle was held out in the 
difmiffal of every Peer and Gentleman, who 
dared to difobey the infernal warrant under the 
hand of Buckingham/ 

Being in company a few days fince, with a wor- 
thy Commoner, he began to mention his wifh,; 
that an union between the .fitter natiops would 
be a very defirable objed,. wherefore I Ihall beg 
Vea^e to ftate the material objeftions to an union 

<^f ^s' 
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as well on this as the other fide of the wa-" 
ter. The Engliih Merchants alledge, that if 
the Irifti are put! on an/ equal footing with thera, 
they will at once monopolize the^ trade, the 
fituation of Ireland being better adapted to 
commerce, the havens fafer, and our pons 
more nnmerous. The Britifh manufafturers 
cry out, we fhall be undone, for the Irifh, who 
can live upon potatoes, will ^ be able to under- 
fell us at every market- The farmer, urges, if 
you let the Irilh export their corn, we (hall not 
be able to pay our rents, and the landlord con- 
cludes, that of courfe the value of Lands will 
fall. The Britifti politician argues, by admit- 
ting into the legiflative body fuch a number of 
additional peers and Commonners, we throw a 
dead weight in the fcale of government, and 
fo overturn the juft balance of our conftitUtion. 

And the Englifh populace exclaim, what den- 
izen the whole Irilh nation, and convey the 
birth right of Britons to above two millions of 
bog trotters ; Liv,erpool, Briftol and all the fea, 
ports on the weftern coaft inftruft their repre- 
fentatives ; Birmingham, Sheffield and other 
inland towns w^mom/ Government, not to ex- 
ecute a fcheme, fo replete with ruin to the ma- , 
nufaftures, the commerce and the liberties of 
old England. Judi alteram partem. The Mer- 
chant need not be alarmed for his trade, for 
trade cannot be carried on without ftock, 
and that the Irifti have not, and if they had, 
they ha YO neither the habits, noj the knowledge 

of 
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of commerce. But fel&Qi maxims fo mix them* 
felves in public councils that the moft certain 
and weighty interefts of the community are fre- 
quently Ikcrificed to the moft doubtful and trivi- 
al private advantages. Birmingham & Sheffield 
may reft fecurely upon their fmoaky [nllows ; 
for Ireland imports her coals from Britain, and 
therefore;, will noiL heat a furnace more for half 
a century:, though an union Ihould take place to-- 
morrow. They ihould confider that their vul- 
canian fons could not, asthel^iih at prefenr, drag 
on a milerable life upon potatoes, if Ireland 
or any part of it, ihould ever ply ihe anvil, her 
Cyclops muft live like thofe of Great Biitain, 
the iledge rfiuft he wielded by force of beef and 
padding. Brought on a level in the article of 
fubfiftence, there is no leafon why ihe ihould 
fupplant them, but every reaibn to the contrary. 
It is dernonftrable, and it has been denionfl rat- 
ed by Dr. Tucker, that a poor nation can never 
carry away from a rich one, thofe manufaftures, 
the cheapnefs of which chiefly depends on large 
capitals and complicated machinery. The 
Scotch live not more expenliveJy than the Irifh 
yet experience proves that no Eiiglifh manufac- 
ture has been injured by their competition fince 
the union. We ihall now anfwer the obje6lions 
of the farmers, and their landlords. The one 
thinks he keeps up the price of bis grain, and 
the other of his lands, by difcouraging Irifh 
agriculture; but they ihould at the fame time 
coniider that trade is the fource of the high va* 
lue both of lands and provifions. Whatever 

promote? 
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promotes the general trade of a country, raifcs 
the price of lands by the greater demand for its 
produce, and confequent influx of cafh. The 
granting this country a liberty of exporting grain 
at all times, would contribute more to rail'e the 
value of lands by an increafc of commerce, than 
to lower them by diminifhing the price of their 
produftions. The abundance of provifions per- 
mits the manufadurer to fell his fabricks cheap 
abroad; and a multiplication of confumers ena- 
bles the farmer to pay his rent at-home. A re- 
dundancy of the neceflaries of life is the laft 
thing to be dreaded in a m'anufafturing and trac- 
ing country. The Hollander fee$ this, and 
therefore fets no bar againft the importation of 
provifions, come from whence they may, and 
therefore never feeling fcarcity, he fs ever able 
to underfell his neighbours. The high price of 
provifions leflens the confumption ofmanufac-*^ 
tures and of courfe beggars the manufadlurert 
Accordingly we may every day perceive an en- 
creafing poverty among our labourers, and lower 
mechanics; who muft therefore«migrate into other 
countries, where the means of fubfiftence can be 
procured on eafier terms. Bui it is now time to 
ftate the objeftions made againft this meafure in 
this kingdom. If a candidate for any county 
were fuppofed capable of favouring fuch a de- 
ftruflive fcheme, it w^ould be fufficient to defeat 
his eleftion. It is hung up to the fearful multi* 
tude, as a bugbear, by ambitious men, who fo- 
lemnly promife to ufe all their eloquence and 
intereft againft- it, Every corporate town in the 

' • kingdom 
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Icingdom has the ruling and interefted party to 
found the alarm ; for as they would all lofe the 
right of returning members to Parliament, and 
of courfe their confequence,they reprefent every 
plan of incorporation as full of dHhonour and 
ruin. The individuals, who fhare the emolu- 
ments of the borough every eighth year, declaim 
X loudly againft it, at their feafts and corporation 
dinners. The capital in all countries takes the 
lead in falhions of every kind; and that it 
Ihould be the faftiion to talk againft slvL union 
inDublin, isnot unreafonable.; it is very much 
benefited by being the winter's refidence of peo- 
ple of faftiion, efpecially during the feflions of 
Parliament. It would therefore be as popular 
to decry the waters at Bath, as to recommend an 
union in Dublin. I muft now beg leave to ftate 
my own objeftions to an uiijoi;i. I conceive 
Ireland is already taxed higher than Great Bri- 
tain in proportion to her trade, and one half of 
the national income is carried away by abfen- 
tees and penfipners, wherefore fhould our Parlia- 
ment be taken away allb, I fear that our Meiro- 
polis would flionly exhibit a pifture of wretch- 
ednefs beggary and ruin. — I muft be indulged 
to make fome few obfervations refpefting the 
parochial clergy whofe ftate I underftood to 
have been generally comfortable, if not a'ffluenh 
But the cafe in'Munfter is oiherwife. It is in- 
deed fcarcely to be conceived, that in a country 
fo uncultivated, a parifti of moderate exten^t 
ftiould yield fufficient for the liberal fupport of 
a parfon. Accordingly,' unions of large diftrids 

^ are 
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are here common ; which after all give but ^ 
fcanty fubfiftence. In the North and in the 
parts of Leinfter, which are cultivated the cafe is 
different. There a fmall parifh affords a decent 
maintenance. But in the South and Well, 
where induftry and confequent population, is by 
every means difcouraged, the fituation of thefe 
gentlemen is rather to be pitied than envied. It 
requires a large income indeed to compenfate 
for the want of houfes, and markets, and thofe 
other comforts which the Britifh Clergy every 
where enjoy. 

The original caufe of the rifmg of the White 
Boys was this ; " fome landlords in Munfter fet 
their lands to cottiers far above their value ; and 
to lighten their burden, allowed commonage to 
their tenants by way of recompence : afterwards, 
iu defpite of all equity, contrary to all compafts, 
the landlords entlofed thefe commons, and pre- 
cluded their unhappy tenants from the only 
means of making their bargains tolerable. 
Too ignorant to know the law, and too poor to 
bear the expence of it, they betook themfelves to 
violence, as their only refource. As mobs fel- 
dom rife without fuffering fome grievance, and 
never fubfide without doing fome injury ; fo 
thefe infurgents having no profpeft of redrefs. 
Began to diredl their vengeance againft the cler- 
gy. The deluded people, fmarting under the 
galling load of oppreffion ; fled every where for 
relief, but where they ought. And in. order tp 

divei*t 
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ilivcrt their attention from themfelves, it became 
the policy of the landlord and grazier to cheriftj, 
or at leaft connive at, the fpirit of curtailing the 
church of its pittance. But there is another 
faufe v/hich immediately tends to. diftrefs the 
clergy, and remotely to flop the progrefs of agri- 
culture. The Houfe of Commons, in qne of thefe 
frantic-fits, to which all popular aflemblies are 
incident, pafled a vote, fome years ago, whereby 
any lawyer was declared an enemy to his coun^ 
try, who ftiould appear as council for the reco- 
very of • a due, called agiftment or hejfbage, 
which had ever been paid in lieu of the tithe of 
grafs. But as the vote had the fandion of only 
one branch of the legillaiurc, it could neither 
afliime the form of a. law, nor be binding upon 
thofewho pafled it, but during their poliiical 
exiftence as a Parliament. It has neverthelefs, 
to all intents and,purpofes, acquired the force 
of a law ; for the claim is totally relinquifhed. 
Now, if the parfon alone had faffered by this 
moll iniquitous decifioh, a perfon might be led 
to believe that no great harm had been done by 
jt. But this very vote contributes to reprefs 
induftry, and to wafte the country, whereas, if 
the parfon had been allowed to receive that her- 
bage to which he was intiJed, agriculture might 
have been revived, and dcfolation refi rained, 
herbage would have a6lcd as a premium upon 
tillage, by being a tax upon pafturage. Thus a 
rich grazier, • who perhaps pays one thou fan d 
pounds a year rent, may not be fubjeft to as 

much 
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much tithe/ as a wretched cottier, who holds but 
o|ie acre of land. . No wonder that both the 
Clergy and the poor fliould be equally di ft refled, 
and as little wonder, that infurredlion Ihould 
rear its head in this ill fated country ; the fir ft 
land-lords of which are abfentees, the fecond 
either foreftallers or graziers, and where only 
the tiller of the ground ftands in a third, and 
fometimes in a fourth degree from the original 
proprietor, fomethinglhould be thought, of fome- 
thing done, to reftore the rights of human na- 
ture, in a country almoft ufurped by bul- 
locks and fheep. As the rifingsof oak boys, fteel^ 
boys, and white boys, are in general fo little un- 
derftood, that they are frequently confounded 

• together, it may not be amifs here to give a dif- 
tinft view of them. High-ways in this kingdom 
were formerly made and repaired by the labour' 
of the houfc keepers. He who had an horfe, 
was obliged to work fix days in the year, him- 
felf and horfe : he who had none was to give 

-iix days labour. It had long been complained, 
that the poor alone were compelled to work, 
that the rich had been exempted; that inftead 
ofrepairing the ^//^//c roads, the fweat of their 
brows had been wafted on private roads ufe- 
ful only to the overfeers At length, in the year 
1764, in the moft populous, manufafturing, and 
eonfcquently civilized part of the province of 
Ulfter, the inhabitants of one parifti refufed to 
make more of what they called job roads. They 
Tofe almoft to a maia, and from the oaken bran- 
ches 
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ches which they wore in their hats w^re denomi 
natcd Oak Boys. The difcontent being as gene- 
tal.as the grievance, the contagion feifed the 
neighbouring pariflies. From parifh to baro- 
ny, and from barony to county, till at length 
the greater part of the province was engaged. 
The many headed rponftcr being now roufed, 
did not know where to flop, but began a general 
redrefs of grievances whether real or imaginary. 
Their firft objeft was the overfeers of roads ; 
the fecond the Clergy, whom they refolved to ' 
curtail of their perfonal and mixed tithes; the 
third was the landlords, the price of whofe 
lands^ particularly of turf boys, they fet about 
regulating. They had feveral inferior obje<Ss 
which only difcovered thq frenzy of infurrefti- 
on. Inthe mean time, the army was collected 
from the other provinces; for till then, the 
province of Ulfter was confidered fo peaceful 
that, fcarccly any troops were quartered in it. 
The rabble fled as foon as fired upon, and thus 
was the tumult quelled for the time, in five or 
fix weeks after its comn^ncement, with the lofs 
of only two or three lives. In the next feffion. 
Parliament took the matter into confi deration, 
and very wifely repealed the old road aft, and 
provided for the future repair of the roads by 
levjring an equal tax off the lands of both poor 
and rich. The caufe of difcontent being thus 
Jiappily removed, peace and quiet have return- 
ed to their old channels. The infurreftion qf 
the fteel boys was not fo general, but it was 

more 
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more violent as proceeding from a more parti 
cularly interefting caufe. The fource of it was 
this. An abfentee Nobleman who enjoys one of 
thelargefl eflates in thiskingdom, inllead of letting 
ii when out of leafe for the higheft rent which, 
is the nfual way in this kingdom, adopted a new 
mode of taking large fines and fmall rents> thofe 
fines amounted to fuch a fura as feverely aflfefted 
the Linen Markets of that Country. However the 
occupier of thelapd, though willing to give the 
highell rent, was unable to pay the fines, and 
therefore difpoflefled by the wealihy undertakers; 
who, not contented with moderate iniereft for his 
money, racked the rents to a pitch above the reach 
of the old tenant. The people upon this rofe 
againft the foreftallers, deftroying their houfes 
and maiming their cattle, who now occupied 
their former farms. When thus driven to a6ts of 
defperation, they knew not how to confine them- 
felves to their original objeft, but became like 
the Hearts of Oak, general reformers. The ar- 
my however eafily difperfed them, and two or 
three who were madp prifoners, having fuffer- 
ed by the hands of the executioner, the coun- 
try was immediately reftored to its former tran- 
quility. Both thefe northern infurredions 
have no fimilitude to thait of the white boys, ei- 
ther in their caufes or effects except in the ge- 
neral 
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neral idea of oppreffion- — ^The caufe which ge- 
nerated the one being removed, and the caufe of 
the other b eing only temporary, the duration 
of neither wa s long. The rife and fail of each, 
was like that of a mountain river, which, fvvd- 
led by a broken cloud, at once overwhelms all 
around, and then Ihrinks down as fuddenly in- 
to its accuftomed bed. Whereas in the fouth, 
where the caufe is permanent, without any ap- 
pearance of redrefs, the effeft remains. The 
poor deprived of their right of commonage, dri- 
ven from the good lands, obliged to pay five 
or fix guineas for an acre to plant their potatoes 
in, and having no refources from manufaftures, 
as in the North, became conftant enemies 
to the ftate ; the Hate not being their friend, 
nor the eftates law. It is vain to urge that fanati- 
cifm and fuperftition were the original fources 
ofthefeevUs. If the majority, engaged in the 
North, were Prelbytcrians, and in the South Ro- 
man Catholics, it is, becaufe the body of the poor 
areof thefe perfuafions in thofe places. It may 
be afked why thefe people may not make as much 
of the ground by agricultiire as the grazier by 
pafturage? I anfwer, their poverty is fo ex- 
treme, and their ignorance of tillage fo great, 
thatthey could not occupy it to thegreateft ad- 
vantage. Farming is an art which re- 
quires much experience and much expcnce — 
and though perhaps they might make as much 
of it, yet the grazier pays his rent with lefs trou- 
ble 



94 Tftl POLtriCAts 

blc to the landlord, who is generally ain abfente^w 
In the north and fome other parts like it, the 
tenant makes his rent, not by his land, but hia 
induftry, "and the fpinning of his wife and fami- 
ly ; he muft have fome lands for his potatoes 
and his cow, for which he gives whatever the 
landlord aiks. But fometimes the landlord is 
not. at the trouble of alking ; he fets up his land 
to the higheft bidder, and receives written pro- 
pofals. And thus it frequently happens, that 
the wretched tenant, to whom long poflefliony 
gives no preference, is driven from his little 
dwelling, unlefs he outbids every other propof- 
er. Upon fuch hard conditions, you may fed 
it is morally impolfible that this country can 
be improved fuccefsfully; for the tenant is per^ 
fuaded that every improvement he makes, will 
but enhance the difficulty of renewing his leafe- 
I have nightly touched on a part of this fub- 
jeft in a former part of this work, but thought 
it expedient to.be more explicit; particularly as 
I am lead to believe that many of the late diffen- 
tionsin fome of the northern counties originated 
from the circumftances above alluded to. In 
Great Britain the tenant is allowed to make 
three times what he pays for his land, — one 
fliare for his rent, another for the fupport of 
his family, and a third for contingencies. But 
here the^ is no fnch allowance made, for if the 
tenant can pay his' rent and exift upon potatoes" 
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and buttermilk, his landlord thinks he has a bar- 
gain good enough, and though, in fome places, 
rents are as high in Ireland, as in Great Britain, 
yet they do not yield half the produce; the te- 
nant ftarves, and the landlord has almoft the 
entire value. I would not be underftood, 
when I fpeak thus, to comprehend all Irifh 
landlords under the foregoing defcription. 
There are many good landlords ; were it not, 
this nation would foon ceafe to exift as a people. 
When upon this topic, it would be injuftice to 
pafs over in filence, the conduft of Earl Went- 
worth Fitzwilliam. This exemplary landlord, 
though an abfentee is idolized, and adored by 
ah. opulent, happy, and refpeftable tenan- 
try. I am forry to obferve that religious and 
political fentiments ha;ve too long divided this 
kingdom, for it is a rare thing to find two per- 
fons of the fame opinion, and no general plan 
for its improvement, gives any party content. 
It muft neverthelefs, be a plan of the moft com- 
prehenfive nature, which can anfwer all the 
purpofes of univerfal good ; particular interefts 
muft be difregarded, particular prejudices ftiould 
be defpifed. The intereft of graziers are againft 
an Agrarian law; and the ruling prejudice is 
againft a complete relaxation of the penal code. 
As I have feebly endeavoured to plead the caufe of 
the poor againft the rich ; I will now confifler 
the objeflions againft toleration, unawed by 
power, uninfluenced by prejudice,! and unbi- 
ftfled by intereft- It is urged, that popery i» 

of 
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ofafpirit fo intolerant that it ought not to be 
tolerated, in this country in particular, where 
the very rivers have been ftained'with the blood 
of Proteftants. Among the many affidavits 
of the barbarities committed by the papifls, in 
the year 1641, arc fome wherein the deponents 
fet forth that they heard the apparitions fhriek 
vengeante as they glided along the river Bann> 
a northei^n river, into which they had been 
driven* 

This only evinces that entire credit is not 
to be given to the affidavits, and hillories of 
thofe times, but it is farther objefled, that if 
popery were tolerated, it would exhibit the 
J feme fcenes over again which it did then, its( 

i luft of dominion being fo inordinate, that 

j wherever it can it will reign ialone. Let it 

i however be remembered, that it has now exhi- 

bited a peaceable fubjeftion to the laws of the 
land for near a century. Let it be alfo taken 
into confideration, that the influence of the 
Pope is now almoft loft in all popiffi countries. 
The Jefuits are fiippreffed, the w^orld is en- 
lightened, Fran.ce is tolerant ! . Would it not 
be prudent to allow a Roman Catholic feminary* 
at home, where even from emulation, fomc 
leal and folid learning might be acquired which 
would neceflarily beget moderation. Thefe 
confiderations might fuffice wuh difpaffionatc 
men to anfwer all objefiions againft the toleration 
of Pvoman Catholics. 

But 
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But flill it is i{ked,*how did they behave 
when they were tolerated? At what time were 
they tolerated ? It is faid, and it is written that 
they were in the full enjoyment of the fame 
privileges with Proteflant fubjefts at the be- 
ginning of the rebellion in, 164 i ; but I will 
freely examine into the merits of this affef tion. 
In the reign of Elizabeth the Hnglifti tongue wa§^ 
almdft as much unknown in Ireland as the Lat- 
tin, and confequently when the liturgy was 
fcarce more underftood than the mafs book 
a penalty of a Ihilling a Sunday was exadled 
from all fuch a§ refufed to conform to the wor- 
Ihip of the eftablifhed church, James, by 
proclamation, commanded all the popifli clergy 
to depart the kingdom in a limited time ; and 
on non-compliance, they were thrown into' 
prifon by the Lord Deputy. That royal pedant 
would have had no objedion to a religion, 
which preaches up paflive obedience if the 
Pope had not Arrogated a right to dethrone 
Kings. When King of Scotland only, he 
had been ti'eating with the Pope, and the 
Irifh Catholics were thence taught to believe 
that he favoured them in his heaft^ which may 
account for their indifcre'tions at that time. — 
They, with good reafon rofe in a flame at their 
clergy being thus illegally imprifoned, they 
reafoned juftly that the crime of recufancy had 
its penalty afcertained hy the ftatute of Eliza- 
beth. The King therefore found it expedient 
to reeommend to his Deputies here the gentler 
H mode 
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mode of inftruftion and exhortation in order 
to reclaim the papifts. And happy had it been 
for this country, if that method had been inva- 
riably purfued in that and the fucceeding reign, 
but fo it happened, that the Governors of Ire- 
laud had fuch an averfion to popery that under 
Charles, fifteen Romifti chapels were ftiut up 
in one day. 

Was this toleration of religion? certainly 
not, — were their temporal rights better fecured ? 
Worfe, if poffible. The great O'Neill, Earl 
of Tyrone, was attainted upon the fole evi- 
dence of an anonymous letter, dropped in the 
privy council chamber. By his imputed guilt, 
fix whole counties in Ulfter efcheated to the 
crown, with vvrhich the King gratified his 
kinsfolk and dependents of Scotland. And as 
if thefe were not enough, a court of inqui- 
fition upon titles was fet up, whofe decifions 
were fo unjuft, that neither the laws of nature, 
nor of cuftom, nor even pofleffion for ages, 
could preferve to Roman Catholics the eftates 
of their ancellors. It did not ufe even the 
oftenfible pretext of feligious criminality, or 
civil delinquency, its only objeft was defeft of 
title, 2nd every title was adjudged defeflive, 
for/ which a deed or grant of conveyance from 
the' crown could not be produced or at leaft 

J)roved.- 

Upon 
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Upon this fineffe of law, what eftate could bi 
iecure? Prefcription became of no ufe, and 
the oldeft tenures were in greateft danger from 
the ruins of time, or the injuries of accident: 
even the new might have perilhed in fuch a 
feries of war and confufion, when private hou- 
fes and public offices were every day plunder- 
ed and in flames. Every Governor of Ireland 
under Charles purfued the lame deteftable mea- 
fures: Earl Strafford figured in the van. This 
infolent Lord deputy confifcated many unfor- 
ieited eftates and feized them in the name of the 
Crown. His mafter behaved with his wonted 
duplicity; he promifed the Irilh what he call- 
ed his ©t^c^j, fimilar to the Britifh , petition of 
right, but never granted them, holding them 
Hill out as a lure for anew fubfidy with a threat 
to ftraighten them if they refufed to comply. In- 
deed when that unhappy prince tottered on his 
throne, when the conduit of his favourite had 
co-operated to render him odious ; but above all, ' 
when he wanted the affiftance of an Irilh i^array 
ai^ainft the Bridih Parliament, then, and ndt 
till then, did he tranfmit his confent to the a<5l 
of limitaiion, relinquiihing all farther inquiry 
into titles. But by that time the fovereignty 
had paffed from Charles, and the Parliament 
was paramount. The Irilh fcepter was by them 
committed to the hands of two Lords Juftices, 
Parfons and Bor/ace, men of narrow, puritani- 
cal principles ; whofe interell it became, as much, 
as it had been of the decolated Strafford to pro- 
H ^ voke 
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voke farther efchcats. They eluded the King's in- 
tention by adjourning the Parliament in the year 
164 1, contrary to his Majefty's order and intereft, 
and to the great difcontent of the commons and 
all pacific reafonable men. Thus were the facred 
rights of Juftice and humanity trampled under 
foot by fordid avarice^ goaded on by fanatical 
zeal. Had the King's intention been honeft, 
they would have fruftrated it, in oppofition to 
his intereft ; but as the pafling the aft of limi- 
tation would have fecu^ed the property of fo 
many Popifh families, they defeated it, in fub- 
fervience to their own intereft. In Ihort, they 
did every thing they could devife, to exafperate 
thefe poor people and precipitate them into, 
the rebellion, which they had repeated intima- 
tions was k indling in Ulfter, without taking a 
fingleftep to extinguifh the embriotic flame. A 
rebellion at length brake out on the 23d of 
O^ober 1641, vi^hich after the maflacre of Paris, 
on the eve of St. Bartljolomew furniftied as ma- 
ny tragic fcenes as any in civil or eccLefiaftical 
hiftory* But the Irifti affair was a work of 
mercy, to that of France. There Superftition, for 
I caqnot pall it Religion, operated alone. . Here, 
reiigious zeal was fharpened by oppreflion, 
both fpiritual and temporal; the enormities 
committed were perpetrated by the fcum ^nd 
dregs of the people ^ and even thefe exaggerated 
in a tenfold proportion ; whereas the moft ele- 
vated ranks in Paris were perfonally engaged, 
audt heir hands ftained in the blood of their near- 
eft 
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eft relations. The murderers of Paris were 
the ruling and triumphant party, and therefore, 
we may fuppofe, their cafe is reprefented in the 
moft favourable light. Whereas the Irifh ac- 
counts come all, or moftly from the governing 
and fuccefsful fide. In the Roman Hiftory, the 
the Carthaginians are ever ftigmatized as perfidi- 
ous, cruel and treacherous, and therefore GarM^:- 
go delenda eft. But let us, defpifing declamati- 
on, advert to fafts. If Sir William Petty had 
prejudices, it is evident they could not have been 
in fs^vour of the Irifh, for he was one of the 
great gainers by their fuppofed guilt, and con- 
fequent forfeitures, yet after demonftrating that 
the number of Prot eft ants deftroyed in the whole 
war by the Papifts, was not one fou rth of what 
it was reported to be, he goes on to fhew, that, 
before the war, there were in the whole realm, 
but three thoufand landed Papifts, of whom, as 
appears by eight hundred judgments of the court 
of claims which fat in the year 1663, upon the 
innocence and effeds of the Irifh, there were 
not above a feventh part guilty of the rebellion. 
And after affigning fome motives for the Irifti 
entering into this war he concludes his chapter 
with thefe moft remarkable words : " But upon 
the playing of this game or match upon fo great 
odds, the Englifti won, and have, among and 
befides other pretences, a gamefter's right at leaft 
to their eftates. But as for the blood fhed in the 
conteft, God beft knows who did pccafion it/' 

Although 
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Although Ireland traces her antiquity up to 
Japhet at this day, fhe is not a century old in 
thcline of improvement. Until the reign of 
James I. Our la^s never had the Ihadow of obedi- 
ence, out of what was called the EngHJh pnk. 
The rebellion of 1641 followed, and'the war of 
168S dofed the fcene of blood. Before the re- 
volution there was no permanent tenure of 
peace, and to repair the neceflary devaflations of 
almoft continual warfare, we muft deduft many 
of thofe peaceful years. It muft however be 
mentioned to the praife of Ireland, that with- 
in this fhort period fhe has eftablifhed one of 
the greateft manufailures in the world, and 
that too in the moft northern, mountainous, 
and barren part of the kingdom ; whilft the'in- 
ternal, fouthern and fruitful parts with fcarce a 
remnant of manufafture, are verging to depopu- 
lation. A very fingular phoenomenon this, that 
the profperity and happinefs of a people fhould 
be inverfely as the fertility of the diitrifls they 
occupy. If civilization has not here been carri- 
ed to the degree of perfetRion it has attained 
in great Britain, — if commerce does not flou- 
riQo^ — if — manufadures do not thrive, — if a- 
griculture be yet in a rude ftate, — ifafpiritof 
difcontent and emigration prevails,— -in a w^ord, 
if the connexion between the two ifiands has not 
been produiSlive of the greateft mutual advan- 
tao^es, it cari \>^ only imputed to a general want 
of information, and to thofe miftakeh po- 
ll lic-s which, have in confequence, influenced 
j • ^ , the 



HISTORY OF IREJLAND, &c. lOg 

the councils of this nation, who have attempted 
to rule it by maxims, too narrow and illiberal. 

The treaty of Limerick ia the year 1691, 
put an end to the wars of Ireland, and an 
everlafiing barrier to the hopes of the houfe of 
Stuart- But though this treaty, better known 
by the title of the conditions of Limerick, 
terminated the wars, yet it did not put a 
j5€riod to the woes of Ireland- For, however 
honourable to the befieged thefe conditions 
might have been held, they were at the beft 
but hard Qnes, and notwithilanding they were 
fo, the Romanifts were not long allowed to 
enjoy any benefit from them. By the firft article 
of thefe conditions, it was Itipulated that the 
Roman Catholics, iLouId enjoy fuch privileges, 
in the ^xercife of their religion, as they did 
enjoy in the reign of Clmrks the Second. And 
their Majeflies promife, as foon as their affairs 
will permit them to fummon a Parliament in 
this kingdom to procure them, fuch farther fecu- 
rity, as may preferve them froni any difturbancq 
on account of iheir religion. This and tlie 
other articles, were religioufly adhered to by 
King William, in contempt of the invecdves 
againft them from the pulpit, which he prohi- 
bited, and of the clamours of the prefs, which 
be could not filence. But this phlegmatic 
prince had imbibed toleration in his nauve 
country. To fee the'reafons why different max- 
j^n;is were adopted by his fucceflbr Anne, wc 

muft 
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^ iliuft recur to the hiftory of her reign. Thi? 

. retrofpeft will Ihew a Queen without iffue, 

'^nd a great part of thefe nations looking 

Wiftifully to her brother, as the natural, and 

therefore rightful heir to the crown. 

It will Ihew this nation, once devoted to the 
declining caufe of James, becaufe a papift, fcill 
i*ufpe6led of a readinefs to rifk all for his fgn. 
It will not however difcover any plot contrived, 
pr aft attempted by the papifts at this period. 
The faftions of Whig and Tory were embittered 
againft each other, and their tempers flaming 
with animofity breathed nothing but mutual 
vengeance. The triumphant party, under 
perpetual alarms of a popifh fucceflTor, in pro- 
viding for felf-defence/ miftook rigour for 
juftice, and perfecution for expedience. In 
this ferment of zeal, the articles of Limerick 
were violated. Dicl the fame caufes fall exift 
to rujffle the furface of niei^'s minds ; as well 
might we '. bid the ftorni to ceafe, or ibe fea to 
be calm, as fpeak peace to their paflions. 

But after fo long a funftiine in the poliiical 
{ley, fucceeding the corufcations of that meteor 
the Pretender, we may now examine the mat- 
ter upon the principles of reafon and candour. 
All hopes of a Popifh revolution having been 
removed from the mind of every rational papift, 
all fears ftiould be removed from every rational 
Proteflant. The benefit of a treaty unforfeited 
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by any infradlion on tHeir parts, ftiould be re- 
ft bred to them, hatidnal juftice and felf-iiitereft 
recommend it. I fhall confine myfelf id the 
laft of thefe confiderations. — ^No great improve- 
ment of this country can be rationally fexpefted, 
when the body of the people derive no advan- 
tage from that improvement, and when the 
penal ftatutes amount not only to a difcourage- 
ment, but a prohibition of induftry. Even 
the beft ?aws cannot operate in favour of agri- 
culture, when five to one of thofe who ftiould 
be employed in it, can have no intereft in the 
ground they till. Property, permanent proper- 
ty, is what alone can make the fleep of a la- 
bouring man fweet. By one law of the penal 
code, a fon might fay to his father. Sir, if 
you do not give me what money I want, I will 
turn difcoverer, and in fpite of you and my 
elder brother too, on whom, at marriage, you 
feuled your eftate, I fliall become heir. It 
is needlefs to comment upon the-fpirit of fuch 
a law, — the very recital chills with horror. — 
Let it not be argued that 'thefe laws are feldom 
put in execution. Is property, is parental 
authority to depend upon the courtefy of an 
paricious malignant neighbour, or the grati- 
tude of a profligate fon. But granting that 
thefe advantages are rarely taken, the idea of 
fecurity is of more, influence, than fecurity 
itfelf without the idea. Damocles was perhaps 
fafe enough under the fufpended fword of 
Dionyfius^ but the apprehenfion of danger 

feared 
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fcareJ away thofe vifions of happinefs, which 
he had feeu in the envied pomp of tyranny. — 
Is not; in tolerance the worft badge of popery? 
Are they not virtually papifts, who oppofe the 
principles of toleration? Are they not inimical 
to their country, who would ftifle Liberty of 
confcience? What introduced fo many good 
arts into Great Britain, but the intolerance of 
France? What, but toleration, at once peo- 
pled the fens of Holland, and rendered it an 
emporium of trade, the dread of its neighbours, 
and the wonder of the univerfe? What but 
intolerance has wafted Spain, Italy, and 
many other countries ? Now France is become 
tolerant, and therefore the moft thpving nation 
in Europe. When I thus argue for the rights 
of human nature, as a friend to the community 
at large, and confequently to the crown of 
England, I am told that this is very well in 
theory, but that I have not a juft conception 
of the virulence of Irifh popery. My general 
aiifwer is, that popery is the fame every v/here, 
aiul if it has a worfe afpe6l in this country, 
than elfe where, that is owing to the more gene- 
ral . ignorance of its profelTors. We keep the 
irifli dark and ignorant, and then we wonder 
how they can be fo enthralled by fuperfcition, 
we make them poor and unhappy, and then 
we v.onder that they are fo prone to tumult 
nnd diforder; we tie up their hands, fo that 
they have no inducements to induftry, and 
then we wonder that they are fo indolent and, 

lazy. 
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lazy. It is in vain to fay that thefe fevcre laws 
reflrain the Catholics within the bounds of alle- 
giance, and clip thofe wrings, which if fully 
fledged, would be hatching new rebellions ; for 
the very contrary feenjs to be their tendency ; 
they are a rellraint, not from doing evil, but from 
doing good ; they keep alive an habitual hoili- 
Jity, and prepare the people's minds for the moft 
defperate enterprizes. No wonder that it fhould 
be part of the Irifh character, that they are care- 
kfs of their lives. When they have fo little 
worth living for. 

Inc^enuiiv ,itfelf could not have devifed a 
more eSeitual method to cherifh popifh dilaf- 
feilion, than that very code made to annihilate 
it. For w^hat is it, that the proteftant proprie- 
tor fo horribly dreads? is it not the claims of 
the old great families, and former proprietors 
of his collate, upon the almoft -impoffible contin- 
gency of a revolution ? By deprefling all Catho- 
lics equally, he preferves unabated the influence 
and afcendaucy of the old great families ; he 
keeps their claim of right alive in their blood, 
W'ithout any barrier between himfelf and them, 
iBut this objeflion is nearly removed by late 
a'5ls in favour of the Roman catholics, as they 
are now permitted to make purchafes and confe- 
quently acquire property in the country. — T\\<^ 
Catholics are fcrupulous to an extreme in the 
obfervance of the facred obligation of an oath, 
and they do not adopt that curfed jefuitical doc- 
irine th^t faith is not to be kept with heretics. 
- For 
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For if the cafe were otherwife, inftead of labour- 
ing tinder thofe penalties inflifted upon them, 
they might avail themfelves of the temporal ad- 
vantages of the oath, and yet violate it without 
remorfe. As thingsmow Hand, the converfion 
of the Catholics of this country is what zeal may 
hope for, but knowledge never can expeft. " Of 
the inefficacy of the penal Laws for that purpofe 
long experience may convince the moft fcep- 
tical. The happinefs of a ftate does not depend 
upon uniformity of opinion ; that is eftablilhed 
on another and broader foundation, the com- 
mon intereft of the Jiibjeft. When the Catho- 
lic has got' an intereft in the ftate, one might as 
well fuppofethat a voluntary agent fhould aft - 
the ftrongeft motive, as that he will ad againft 
his own intereft. The more comfortable ,his 
exiftence becomes, the more ftrongly will that 
attachment be rivetted. Properly acquired by 
honeft induftry, will produce quite another fort 
of fubjefts from that which is inherited by 
t>lood under the old Brehon laws. The iniuftri- 
ous application of talents in the procuring a 
competency, or eftablifhiiig a pioperty, will ci- 
yilizc and reclaim them from their ablurd cuf- ; 
toms and manners. Fixed property will be- 
come an hoftage to the ftate, and an inviolable 
pledge of loyalty. Property will alfo necefTari- 
ly introduce and diffufe knowledge, which will 
enlarge the mind, and make it fufcepiible of ra- 
tional impreflions. Thus have I freely given my 
fentiments on the Rotnan catholic bufijiefs, and 
truft my motives will not be afcribedto. anyotheir 

caule, 
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caufc, than a fincere regard to promote the 
welfare of my country. I have been extremely 
unfortunate in drlawihg down the vengeance of 
a certain right Revd. Bifliop for the candour 
of my fentiments relative to the Catholics in my 
treatife on the flave trade. But my regard for 
the whole** bench of biihops is fincere ; and to 
fully evince it, I moft heartily and fervently 
pray that the legiflature will relieve the right 
reverend gentlemen from the hardftiip of attend- 
ing parliamentary duty, in order to enable 
them to attend to their paftoral duties j and reli- 
gioufly difcharge the facred funftion of their di- 
vine miflion. I am informed it is their own 
wifh* and I am fenfible that the adoption of the 
meafure would eflentially promote the interefts 
of religion, and the promulgation of the gofpel. 
And I hope to fee the day v/hen the temporal and 
fpiritual peers of this country may be detached 
from each other, in the legiflative aflembly of the 
nation ; and I flatter myfelf, that this laudable 
and pious wifh will entitle me to the benediflion 
of theeuiire bench of holy prelates. I ftiall con- 
clude this fubjeft with the emphatic words of the 
late lord Chatham, who when the ebb of life was 
hafteniug out, pronounced, " if any thing can pre* 
vent the confummation of public ruin^ it can only be 
. new councils y and new counfellors ; a fincere change^ 
from a fincere convidion ofpafi ei rors. 

As the Roman Catholic claims to the eledive 
frwichife have alarmed the Proteftants of t^is 

country 
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countr}' not a liitle, I take the liberty lo prefeiit 
the reader wilt the fentiments of the greateft 
flatefuiaii aad ab left orator on that fubjecl. Thus 
he fpeaks on the Qitholic cjueftion^Ihave two ob- 
jcS.s; ift. the Proieftant — 2d. the Catholic. What 
is the condition of the latter ? He can«ot exercilc 
Lii; induftry in any one piofeffion — bar, army or 
navy : he cannot obtain a degree in phyiic ; he 
cannot receive any education foreign or domci- 
lic ; he cannot intermarry with a Proieftant, and 
if a Proienant fhculd by evafion marry a Catho- 
lic, ftie communicates to her hufband the taint of 
difabili:y ; he cannot carry arms for his amufe- 
inent or his defence 5 he cannot employ a Fro- 
teftant fcrvant 16 carry arms for him ; he is bound 
without, his confent, taxed without being repre- 
fentcd, and is excluded from the political, civil, 
niilitarv and conftitutional funftions, to whofe' 
eftablith inent he is made to contribute. You def- 
pife to tc^llthe Roman Catholic that fuch a condi- 
tion is a ftatc of political freedom ; you have afl 
certained the value of thofe rights from which he 
is excluded. You have taught him thar no 
human condition is fupportable without political • 
freedom ; and that no man circumftanccd like 
him is politically free. You defpife to fpeak in 
the fame country two languages. '' Thefe things 
are neceGTary for human liberty, but \virhout 
thefe, the Catholics may be free," 

He has in the courfe of the laft 15 years, been 
w irnefs iothofethree controverfies on the fubjeftof 

political 
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political freedom — ^that of America ; that of 
France ; and that of Ireland. The leflbns he 
has learned from them muft be. implanted in his 
breaft for ever ; his dellination we muft there- 
fore allow is not that of freedom, and his fenfe 
of that deftination we muft fuppofe to be clear 
and decided. We have confidered his punifh- 
ment, let us now confider his ofiFences — the Pre- 
tender is no more : that former bond of Ca- 
tholic union, never the objeft of hfs hope, and 
now no longer therefource of his defpair, extinft, 
and with him the fpring, and paflion, and appre- 
henfion of thefe laws. 

You will pleafe to recoUeft that thefe laws 
were made principally to guard the fucceflion of 
the crown againft the followers of the houfe of 
Stuart, and Catholicity was not fo much the ob- 
je6l of the penalty as the evidence of the attach- 
ment. The Pope, a name, driven out of his ca-^ 
pital of popery ; France, unable to curfe, fcarce 
permitted to blefs, without temporal, and now 
a fuppliant even for fpiritual authority, the type 
of the fall of bigotry, and a leffonto all dominant 
feds of chriftianity, and to you among others, 
not to ufe their God as a fcourge for their fellow 
creatures. 

It is fomething on a queftion touching the 
repeal of the penal laws, that the principal 
caufes for which they were made ; the one has 

expired. 
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expired, and the other expiring ; the Pope and 
the Pretender. 

France, that ancient head of Catholic league^ 
vanifhedout of that confederacy, and propound- 
ing new fyftcms of politics, and new principles^ 
of religion, fatal to bigotry either in church or 
ftate, and fubverfive of that flavery temporal and 
fpiritual, at which for the laft century we have 
been accnftomed to tremble. Whatever there- 
fore may betjie crime of the Catholic to ground 
a code of difability, there is one offence 
of which he is not, and of which he can- 
not now be guilty ; difaffe£iion — becaufe the 
objefts and refource of difaffedlion, and with 
them the principle itfelf mull have departed : his 
pfience is therefore reduced to two heads ; his 
nativity, as conneded with claims of property, 
and his religion, as diftinfl from views of poli- 
tics. As to the firft, he direftly and immedi- 
diately meets the charge : he denies that any 
fuch claims exift ; he denies the poffibility of 
their exiflence ; he denies that he could benefit 
or lofc by the repeal of the ad of fettlement ; he 
relies upon it that your title is confirmed by time 
as well as aft of parliament ; he infifls that a 
greater number of Roman Catholics take under 
the aft of fettlement, than could prefer claim on 
the repeal, of it : that fuch claims, if any, are ^ 
common to you, as your title under the aft of 
fettlement is common to him ; and he offers you 
any affu ranee not only for your titles which he 

irever^s^ 
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teveres, but for your fears, which he refpedls ; 
ahd he alledges that the whole Catholic body are 
I'eady and defirous to take the fame oath to fecure 
the aft of fettlemeht, whicK J^ou have thought 
rufficient to fecure the fuccelfion of the crown. 
He defires you to name your own conditions and 
ternis of abjuration touching any imputed claini 
on this fubjed. Thus the code of difabilities as; 
far as they are maintained on this ground, is re- 
duced to an aft of power, which difables 
3,606,000 of people for untraceable defcent of 
a fcw^ grounded on the apprehenfion of claims 
imputed to that few which they cannot trace, 
which ndiie make, and which all abjure. 

I come nc5w to the other head of offence, his 
i^eligion, as diftilift from politics. I am well 
^ware in queftioiis of this fort, how little religion 
kffefts their determination ; however,, we muft 
not like ardent difputants in the fury of the con- 
troverfy forget the fubjcft, nor in the zeal of the 
feftarift, lofe all recolleftion of the god-head. 
It is neeeffary to remind yoii, that the Catholics 
acknowledge the fame God and the fame Re- 
deemer, au4 di2er from you only iu the forms of 
his worfhip and ceremotiie§ of his comme- 
moration, and that however that difference may 
be erroneous, it is not fufficiently heinous to war- 
rant yoti in difpenfing with theqxprefs and prime 
ordinance^ of your own religion, which enjo'n. 
cfertain^ fraternal aiffeftion towards all men, and 
purticuiatiy towards fellov^-chriftians, Whom yoii 

I muft 
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muft allow to be faved, and are commandeid ta 
love. Admitting, the principles of your religion 
in any degree to effeft your determiilations, you 
cannot fuffer their prime injunction to be can- 
celled by any ambition of monopoly, or any 
views to the fole and exclufiveprofitsof the ftate. 
It is not fufficient to acknowledge the divinity 
of your God as an hiftoric faft : you muft feel 
his charities, and atteft your belief not only in 
theap and'eafy prayer, but in an aninaated prac-^ 
tical philantrophy. You cannot fay, fpeaking as 
mere chriftians, 'tis true God orders thefe things, 
fcut if w^e complied, the Catholics would get fome 
fliaif'e of political power. You cannot thank your 
God for the redemption of mankind ; and of 
thefe among the reft ; and rife from your knees, 
and infliA on his follo^^ ers, temporal difabilities 
6n account of their religion. We cannot exerciie 
a political, practical atheifm,in the name and on 
thebehaJfof our God-: if we are juftified in 
impbfing' difabilities on account of religion^ 
all Chriftendom fhould have been difqualified 
until the i6th century ; and even now, the greater 
part of Chriftendom fhould remain difqualified, 
for the greater is Catholic : theu our ideas on 
politics and religion compounded would amount 
to this extraordinary propofition, that Proteftants 
ought to inflift all over the world where they 
can, difabilities on the majority of the fi)liowers 
of Chrift, who would thus ftand in a ftrange pre- 
dicament, obje6ts to their brethern of perpetual 
propfcription ; and objefts to our God by the ac- 
knowledgment of thofe brethern of perpetual 

falvat ion : 
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fahation : and this fituation would be the more 
inexplicable, when we maintain that pur fight to 
irapofe thefe perpetual difabilities arife's from the 
fuperiof benevolence and mildnefs oJ^tbe Pfotef-* 
tant religion. We are thetefofe arguing jhis 
ijneflion, merely on the ground of chrittians dri-. 
ven to thefe ftraits either to relax the principles of 
Out code, or to fiirrendef the ptinciples of 
put religion; Let us ihut but eyes, however |o 
revelation, and look to fome other light for our 

juftification; let uS turn to the law of nature : 

but furely we are led or betrayed by that light to' 
revolt againft eternal difabilities impofed upon 
men for theological errors : the law of nature 
knows, nor phyfical nor metaphyfical, nor tbea- 
logical profcription. She impofes no precife 
ftandard of theological opinion : in her produc- 
tions many things are analogous ; nothing is the 
fame, not even in the vegetable tribe, ftill lefs in. 
the workings of the human intellea, and leaft of 
all on a fubjed in whofe contemplation that in- 
tellea is ftfained and exhaufted, to juftify difa- 
bilities on account of theological errors ; we muft 
therefore haverecourfe to fome other lawthau the 
lawofchriftianity, or the law of nations. Weima." 
gice we have found it in our own peculiar fitua-' 
fion, that fituation we ftate to be as follows : thd Pro- 
teftants dre the few, afld have the power ; the Ca- 
tholics have not the power, and are the numbers " 
but. this is not peculiar to us; but common to all 
nations, ^he Afiatics ^and ihe Greeks , the Greeks 
&M Italians; the Englifh and the Saxons ; the 
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Saton, Englifti and Normans ; the vanquilhed 
and the vanquilher ; they all at laft intermingled ; 
the original tribe was in number fuperior;and 
yet that fuperiority never prevented the incorpo- 
ration, fo that this ftate of our fettlement is not 
peculiar to Ireland ; but the ordinary progrefs of 
the population and the circulation of the human 
fpi.cies, and as it were the trick of nature to pre- 
ferve by intermixture from dwindling and dege- 
neracy the animal proportions. In fome tribes it 
might have been otherwife, but they muft have 
died before they could reach hiflory, a prey to 
their difputes, or fwept off by the tide of other 
nktions, wafliing them away in their little diviu- 
ons, and leaving fomething better on their Ihore, 
— foliLude, or a wifer people. 

Had the Englifti fettlers, avid the native Iriil. 
been Pagans, they muft have united. Am 1 to 
underftand that the Chriftian Religion feparates 
and ft^arpens the natural mildnefs of barbr.rors 
gen^xaiions, and condemns men to perpetual de- 
gi'ading cafls, fo that the errors of Braymen are 
iiie-%ifdom of Chrift. Ridiculous ! what now 
becomes of the argument founded on the firppo- 
bv. fi'iion' of a peculiar fituation ? Here another prin- 
-V "I'lple is advanced connefted indeed with the ar- 
^ gument of fituation, the Proteftant afcendancy ; 
i revere i^^ I wilh for ever to preferve it, 
-ihn^ in ordc|- to preferve it, I * beg to un- 
iland it. The- Proteftant afcendancy I con- 
^^^^v€ XQ be two-fold; 1 ft, your fupeiiority 
th rclaiign to the Catholic j Q,d^ your ftrength in 
\v^V " ' relation 




HISTORY OF IRELAND, &t. ,17 

relation to other obje6ls ; to be the fuperior feft, 
is a neceflary part, but only, a part of your fiti.a- 
ation : to be a i?roteftant ftate, powerful and ible 
to guard yourfelf and your ifland agai:ift thofe 
dangers to which all ftates are obnoxiou3 is ano- 
ther part of your fituation. In the one point of 
view I confider you as a vi<3orious fedl, in the 
other as the head of a growing nation, and not 
the firft feft in a diftrafied land, rendered by 
that divifion a province, and riot a nation. It 
would be my wifh to unite two iituations ; a 
ftrong ftate with the Proteftant at the head of 
it, but in order that the head of the ftate ftiould 
be fecure, its foundation ftiould be broad. Let 
us fee how far the Proteftant afcendancy in its 
prefent condition is competent to defend itfelf : 
can it defend itfelf againft a corrupt minifter ? 
' Is the Proteftant afcendancy able to prevent op- 
preflive taxes controul the mifapplicaiion of pub- 
lic money, obtain any of the conftituiional bills 
Ave have repeatedly propofed, or repeal any of 
the obnoxious regulations the country has re- 
peatedly lamented ? There is in this houfe one 
man who has more power in Parliament than all 
the Proteftant afcendancy. 1 need not tell you, 
for you know already, as the Proteftant Parlia- 
ment is now compofed that which y m calLthe 
Proteftant afcendancy is a , name. We are go- 
verned by the afcendancy of the treafury. Let us 
try the force of the Proteftant afcendancy in the 
cledion of the people. A general election in 
iUelapd is no appeal' to a Proteftant people, for 

they 
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they don't return the Parliament — the Protefiant 
afcendancy-returns for corporate towns about ten 
pr twelve members, the reft are returned nomi- 
nally by corporate towns, but really by indivi- 
yiduals. A general eledlion in Ireland, and par- 
ticularly iince the fale of peerages, is an increafe 
of the ftrengtli of the minifter, and a decreafe of 
the ftrength of the people ; and by the people I 
xneap the Proteftant community. The afcend- 
ancy therefore in ele^ions is not the afcendancy 
of a Proteftant .' people, it u a minifteriar and an 
ariftocratic afcendancy. Let us difcufs your 
ftrength in other trials ; you are weak againft an 
adminiftration : I know what you did in 79 and 
82; but I know in*boththofe pel iods the Ca-. 
tholic a(5led in conjunction with you, and each 
period was immediately anteceded or accompa- 
nied by the penal code. You are weak, I fay 
againft an adminiftration ! How are you againft 
an invafion ? Let me fuppofe that event. I know 
Youie of you would fay w^e ftiould ftand between 
two fires ; I do not believe it, but I do much ap- 
prehend, unlefs you relax your code that we 
ihould ftand between the fire of the enemy and 
the apathy of our pwn people. If the Catholic 
reforts to force or threats he is loft ; he has only 
to refort to your law\s to do you mifchief, and in 
an obftinate and dutiful aherence to aft of Parli- 
ament, to remain adifarmed fpeftator of the inva- 
fipn of his country, unarrayed and uninlifted. You 
muft however in that event arm them for your 
" . * ' defence: , 
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defence as you did in the laft, and propofed to 
do in the former war, and inftead of repealing 
your laws for his fake, you muft then break them 
for you own ; but you will place little reliance 
on the languid battalion of an interdided people, 
and then the unpopular Hanoverian, then the 
mercenary Heflian ; then the unfeeling German 
muft come and guard you with foreign mercena- 
ries againft your natural friends, as well as your 
enemies. A nation thus unable to proteft itfelf 
without fuch affiftance, becomes, the eafy prey of 
any minifter, and the Britifh government may 
fay to the Proteftants of Ireland, gentlemen, you 
are perfeflly excluding from freedom three 
fourths of your people; but as they happen to 
be three-fourths of your people, 'tis impolEble that 
your ill-fated country, even in your own inftaucc, 
fliould expedl all the bleflingsof the Britifh cofa- 
ftitution. You, as well as the Catholics, there- , 
fore, muft make, allowance if your government' 
is fomewhat arbitrary and exceedingly corrupt. 
Why do you murmur ? You have demanded li- 
berty for yourfelves.; you have refufed it to an- 
other; we will however foften your fituation ; 
the Proteftant ftiall coerce the Catholic, and the 
minifter (hall coerce the Proteftant, and thys we 
accommodate your religious. diftinAions. There 
is another danger to which, or to the fear of 
which your divifions may expofe the Proteftant 
afcendancy, I mean an union ; let me fuppofe 
the minifter, as he has often propofed corrupt 
terms to the Proteftant, ftiould propofe crafty 
ones to the Catholic, and ftiould fay you are three- 

fourths 
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fourths of the people, excluded from the bleffings 
of an Irifh conftitution ; accept the advantages of 
an Englifti union : — ^here is a propofal probably 
fupporied by the people of England, and ren- 
dered plaufible to at leaft three-fourths of the 
people of Ireland. I mention an union becaufe 
I have heard it has been darkly fuggefted as the 
^refort of Proteftant defperaiion againft Catholic 

pretenfions — never thiiik of it i the Protef- 

tant would be the firft vidlini- — there would be 
Catholic eqiaality and parliamentary extinftion ; 
it would be fatal to the Catholic alfo; he would 
not be raifed, but you would be depreffed, and 
his chance of liberty blafted for ever ; it would 
be fatal to England, beginning with a falfe cora- 
promife, which they might call an union to end 
in eternal feparation through the progrefs of 
two civil wars. • 

I have ftated three dangers to which your 
afcendancy is expofed ; let me fuggeft a fourth : 
The intermediate ftate of political langour, 
whenever the craft of the minifter touches you 
in jour religious divifions. The lofs oi nerve, 
the decay of fire, the oblivion of grievances, and 
the palfy of your virtue; your bar p unftrung 
of its bed ipaffions and refponfive only to create 
notes of gratitude for injuries, and grace and 
thankfgiving for corruption. From all this what 
do I conclude ? — That the Proteftant afcendancy 
in Ireland requires that you mull find that 
' flrength in adopting a people, a new ftrength 
, ■ ' ' * and 
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and a progreflive adoption of the Catholic body 
— in fuch a manner, and with fijch temperament 
as you who have the legiflature in your hands 
may well devifl^, and fuch as ftiall gradually 
unite, and ultimately incorporate ; but this will 
be better uijdcrftood when I anfwer an objedion 
made Ito the bill before you, on a fuppofuion, 
that giving the Roman Catholic power in your 
country you only enable him to fubvert her efta- 
blilhment. By power muft be intended intereft, 
and them the argument will be, that if you give 
man an intereft in the ftate,you give him adifpofi- 
tion to deftroy it, which is to attribute to the Ca- 
tholic a paflion for political fuicide. The objedtion 
aflTumes two propofitions which cannot co-exift, 
that the Roman Catholic will have power arifing 
from the repeal of difabilities, and the difpofition 
from the continuation of them. The repeal of 
the difability. is the repeal of the paffion that 
grows from it. Gentlemen fall into a fad error 
when they fuppofe theological opinions form 
mankind into diftinft political focieties, as if 
there was a poliiical fociety of Deifts or Atheifis, 
or of free thinkers ; it is not the opinion but the 
penally that forms the fraternity, difability is now^ 
the co^ftitutive aft, forming the Catholic into a 
diftinft aflfociation J and the repeal of the difabi- 
lity is the aft of its diflblutiun ; I rely upon it 
that the progreflive repeal of the difabling code 
muft accomplifti political conformity ; the pro- 
grefs of affeftion is infeparable from the pro- 

grefs 
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grefs of the power, that power grows by flow 
degrees and ft^iges, in every llage diffociating 
the Catholic from his own ft^ and affociating 
him to yours, conforming hin^ to your nature, 
and affimulating him to your ftrength,, while 
he* adds life and vigour to his own: to 
give capacity is one thing, to give the enjoy- 
ment is another, and in every advance from 
the capacity to the enjoyment, a perfonal inter- 
ference takes place, and unaniraoufly dies, and 
a conformity of min^ grows on a conformity of 
intereft — ^the foul of the one feft enlarges by the 
a6l of giving, that of the other by receiving, 
until each is depurated from the fpleen of the 
controverfialift, and both are enlarged into one 
people. I fpeak of the nature of man — I fpeak 
of the affeftions infeperable from that nature. 
I fpeak of the great emotions of the heart and 
decifions of the head, and not of the momentary 
irritabilities of fome nerves in the brain, whillt 
controverfy ftingsfor the hour, and for the hour 
only, unlefs a profcriptive law fhall make the 
idle fenfation eternal, I apply to the prefent 
ftate of religion in Europe, and I deny that men 
aft as religious combinations, except where 
they are interdifted. How do we ourfelves? 
How do Proteftaots ad? Do we vote for 
inftance as a religious combination under the 
direftion of the parfon ; or as a political com- 
bination for political intereft ; of a private com- 
bination for our own ? How do Prefbyterians 
aft ? Do they vote as religious combinations at 

the 
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ih^^ Prefbyter's beck; or for the Prelbyterian 
candidate againft their own landlord and their 
own intereft? In other countifies — America—^ 
do Catholics and Proteftants, or Proteftant and 
Catholic there a^ as religious combinations 
under the diftinft banner of prieft or parfon, or 
as a folid combined mafs of people ? Is not her 
infancy competent to inftruft our age on this 
fubjcft and give irs fimple but auguft and exalted 
inftruflioji of morality, policy and wifdom? 
France^ — does ftie aft as a religious combination; 
or are her Catholics and Pf oteftants arrayed as 
difiinct clans of religionifts? How do modern 
Protfeftants in England aft ? How do they aft on 
the fubjeft of religion? . A bill in 1775, p^d 
the parliament of Great Britain eftablifhing Po- 
pery in Canada? How did a Proteftant majo- 
rity, how did Proteftant bifliops vote — as a reli- 
gious or a political combination ? They voted 
for the bill, for the miniftry — for the Popifh 
religion. How have you afted lately? — A 
viceroy Catholically affefted and Catholically 
connefted, is placed in the government. How do 
placemen, hovy do biihops aft? They fee his 
family, a very antient and moft refpeftable one, 
proceed to the mafs —are Proteftants revolted — 
do they withdraw their fupport^ — do the bifliops 
refift him ; do the courtiers defert him ; do they 
aft as a religious or apolitical combination? 
They vote for the viceroy, for the minifter, for 
their office. Let us come to the particulars of 
fome part of this code ; fee wheiher'the obfiacle 

to 
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to confoi'mity is in not in the law, that law for 
inftance, that will not allow a Roman Catholic 
to hold a icommiflion in the army — ^What ! does 
it not forbid au opportunity of aflbcfating with 
the Proteftants, and forbid a mild, but eompul- 
fory means of conformity ? What can we fay 
againft admitting the Catholic officer, when we 
admit the Catholic multitude? I'hat Catholic 
number, who from their pay can have no 
temptations, and from their education no infor- . 

mation, and who are precifely that defcription 'l 

of Catholics at whofe arms you revolt, may 
with fafety, and have been with great ufe ad- 
mitted among your troops, and a Catholic gen- 
tleman cannot be trufted with a commifiion* 
Am I to underftand that if Catholic officers were 
intermingled with Proteftants they would model 
the regiments, and then with the affiftancdof Ca- 
tholic lawyers Ihutting up the courts of jufdce 
by which the latter live, levy war againft the 
Briafti empire ; you have tried the force of 
fcudj' to convert mankind ; try the pleafure of 
the table; try perfonal intercourfc;, mere human 
means miich more grofs, but perhaps more effi- 
cacious — in the fame way are our laws refpefting 
the education, fo many provifions againft confor- 
mity; they exclude the Catholic in his docile 
years from our fociety and our information, and 
ciiaft that they from their earlieft infancy fhall 
live and learn only from one another ; we fend 
them and punifti them for being fent to foreign 
and Catholic countries to imbibe the principles 

of 
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of religion and politics ; and then we make the 
prejudice of their education a reafonfor the con-' 
linuation of their profcription, proceeaing in a 
fuccefilon from caufe to confequence, and from 
confequence to caufe. You prevent a Roman 
Catholic from the praftice of phyfic, unlefs he 
gets his degree in a foreign univerfity : here 
again your laws deprive «;he ftate of another op- 
portunity of conformity by perfonal intercourfe, 
and endeavour to deprive yourfelf of health by 
the advantage of his fcience and medicine : juft 
Jo are the laws refpeding marriage, fo many pro- 
vilions againft conformity, and a code for the 
prefervation of their claims. 

I difapprove much of that part of the bill which 
leaves intermarriage fubjeft to disfranchifement; 
you at once legalize, and puniih the connexion : 
you encourage and you deter j and you make 
yourfelves the objedl of your fevcrity, and dimi- 
nifh the bafe of your own ftrength, and turn 
your prejudices againft your own power and 
precedence. I conclude this part of the fubjedl 
by obfervlng that the privileges wc fpeak of do 
^ot give to the Catholic the power to fubvert the 
eftablifhment, neither do they leave the difpofi- 
tion ; they refort to perfonal intercourfe as a 
means of political conformity ; they efeploy 
political intercourfe as a further means of that 
conformity, and they give a common intereft 
by law to men who have a common intereft 
by nature. Another objeflion has been advanced 
againft the repeal, an objection founded on their 

imputed 
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imputed charafter :' but charafter is no delin- 
quency, much left the chara6ler which the interr 
diaing fea gives of the int€rdi£led. YoU do not 
difqualify the torieS^ becaufe they are arbitrary ; 
nor methodifts, becaufe they are mad ; not cour- 
tiers, becaufe they are fervile, if imputed cha- 
rafter was delinquency 5 the fword of the con- 
queror, the acrimony of the. feclariaii, and the 
tales of the nurfe, would be themeafurcfs of your 
juftice atid the laws of your cottntry. 

The charge againft the charader of the Catho- 
lics refolves itfelf into two heads, a fuppofed pre- 
dileflion to arbitrary government, and a fuppof- 
ed idolatrou-s veneration towards their fpiritual 
paftors. As to the firft Magna Charta is the an- 
fwer ; as to the latter, their prefent proceedings' 
in Ireland, and the proceeding sof other Catliolics, 
are an anfwer. Tt is true the clergy have gene- 
rally influence where the flock is intcrdided, 
and the fpiritual guide is by that interdidion 
made the political head and leader of a party : 
but I forget ; on this part of the fubjeft we are 
filenced : can we, w^ho have enaaed-darknefs by 
act of parliament, reproach the Catholics with a 
want of light ? We have forbidden their educati- 
on, we are refponfible for their ignof ance : howe- 
ver ignorant fome may fuppofe them we muft allow 
there are among them, fome, who can write, and 
wie may fuppofe therefore there are fome who' 
can read. Let us take care how we prefs this part 
of the fubject, leaft the character we give of the' 

eatholic/ 
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Catholic, the Englilh ftiould extend to the Irifti 
in general, and give to both that degrading de- 
fcription which we give of one another : this ob- 
jection is however ftrengthened, we are told by 
the prefent publications and paffions of the Ca- 
tholics of Ireland : let me trace the biftory of 
thpfe paffions and publications ; the firft caufe 
.and origin was the American war. America 
complained that Ihe was bound and taxed with- 
out her confent. The Catho|ic complains that 
he is taxed without his confent. America faid a 
people taxed without their confent were flaves. 
The Catholics fay; a people taxed without their 
confent, are flaves. The friends of American li- 
berty faid, taxation and feprefentation are infepa- 
rable, God hath joined them ; no Brhifti Parlia- 
ment can reprefent them ; they applauded the 
paffion as well as the principle ; 3,000,000 of 
men dead to all fenfe of liberty would be fit in- 
flruments for enflaving England were the words 
of Lord Chatham ; America has refiftcd ; T re- 
joice fays he, that America has refitted ; but on 
this difpute the fiereeft champion was Ire- 
land* 

In 85, do you remember your difcourfes on 
the fubject of the court addreffes ? The bell ar- 
gument on the Catholic claims, is the defence 
by Ireland, particularly by the Prefbytcrians of 
Ireland in favour of America : how did you at 
that time crufh to ihivers* the little pretences ta 
monopoly, and the frivolous pretences about the 
act of navigation, and fo vile a pedling argu- 
ment 
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ment as the policy of empire advatnced againf! 
the eternal truth and original juftice that clothed 
the half-naked American, when he fiood invin^ 
cible on his great maxim ? The next occafion 
was your own revolution ; in your own cafe 
you hadau opportunity of difplaying yourfelf on 
this principle, and of ex-poling that ridiculous 
impofition that would affect to fet up civ'il li- 
berty as CDiupenfation for the lofs of poliLical : 
you Ihewed the habeas corpus, trial by jury, 
lights of property, and rights of perfon, weref 
nothing if they depended on laws, in the mak- 
ing or repealing of which you might have na 
kind of concern, you inftanced C^veral exam- 
ples in. the commercial refliidiions on Irifh trade, 
and therefore you pronounced, no civil, unlefs 
there is political freeioni ; the Cathalics lif- 
lened and believed he caught the fire from your 
ov/n lip, and now approaches yon with your tri- 
umphant difquifition ; it is an embarratfment, 
but an embarraflinent which you muft have 
foTcfeen with certainty, and you will govern no 
doubt with prudence. Whatever you do, it i^ 
my humble wifti that it may turn to the good of 
all, and your own in particular. I conclude this 
part of the fubjed by faying as broadly and un- 
conditionally as words can import, that the pro- 
greffive adoption oF the Rohian Catholics doc5 
notfurrender, butafcertainstheProtefla'nt afce^d- 
ancy, or that it does not give. the Catholic the 
power to fhake the.ellfblilhment of your confli- 
txiiion in church or Rate, or property, neither 

dim 
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^^es it leave him the difpofition ; it gives hipi ^ 
iwmuqitiesi und it makes CatboUc privileges; 
Protellant power ; the interdifi^ makes you two 
feds, and. its progreffivi& repeal m,akes you oiiCJ 
peapkr-rplacing you at the head 6£ that people 
for ever, inftead of beiag a fcft far ever without 
a people, equal perhaps to coerce the Catholic, 
but obnoxious both you and the Catholic to be 
coercfed by any other jpower. The minifter, if he 
wilhes to enflave, or the enemy, if he wiftiesto 
invade you, an ill afiured fettlement, unprepared 
to withftand thofe great difeafes which are infe^. 
parable from thfe condition of nations, and jnay 
finally confuroe you ; and in the mean time fub- 
je^ you to thofe intermitting fevers and panics, 
which fhake by fits your public weal, and en- 
feeble all her determinations.' I have on thiS' 
occafion fubmitted niy genuine fentiments, if 
if they differ from yours, I lament it ; and appeal ^ 
to the wifdom of the ilext generation from the 
errors of their fathers — if they differ from thofe^, 
of fome of my conftituents, I lanient it alfo— for 
\ love them and revere them, but this is a quef- 
tion vital to you and to the Catholics in the pre- 
lent and everlafting condition of both. I cannot 
therefore capitulate with any erroxs, founded 
however they may be oh the beft motives. /You 
think what, I fay, is novelty ; another age will 
think it. plain. and humble truth. I fit down rcr. 
afferting my fentiments, which are, that further 
removal of difabilities is neceflary to make the 
Catholic a freeman, and the Proteftant a peo- 

^ However 
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However fanguine I am in thecaufcofthc 
Roi^an C athoHcs, yet I muil earneftly intreat ' 
they will continue to perfevere in that line of 
condu^i which has hitherto- juftly enfuredto 
them the efteem and good wifties of their Pro- 
teftant brethren, and obtained from parliament 
maiiy favours. 

The Britilh minifter feems to have the Catholic 
caufe much at heart, fed titmo Danaos ct donafc- 
rentes^ his motives for fuch partiality are eafily 
difcoyered and require yery little political faga- 
city to unravel them. It is a well known fail 
that an union between the fifter nations, has long 
been the favourite objeft of the premier of Great 
Britain. Various means have been ufed to effeft 
this, but all to no purpofe — as the parliament of 
this country are too prudent to annihilate their 
own confequence, and impoverifti their native 
laftd, by forming fuch a connexion with Great 
Britain. Indeed I cannot fee what the borough 
proprietor could get in exchange from the mi- 
nifter for relinquifhing his borough, but Mn 
Pitt's fagacity, and artful cunning has at length 
devifed a Icheaie which. he imagines will accom- 
plifii his much wilhed for union without any 
trouble or expence on the part of government. 
The Roman C acholics are urged to demand their 
claims and the eleftive franchife, and the Protef- 
unts are alarmed by the dangerous fituation of 
the Protellant afcendancy. Now fays the fage 
and immaculate minifter,^ I will play one party 
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agdinft the other, and of two evils, the parlia- 
raent of this country would adopt that of form-, 
ingan union with Gi eat Britain, in preference of 
emancipating their Roman Catholic brethren ; 
wherefore I hope the Catholics will be temperate 
in their demands on the legiflatura for fomc time 
at leaftj until the timid and prejudiced part of 
the Proteftants of Ireland are bettet reconciled 
10 their caufe by a further obfer Vance of their 
good and orderly demeanour to the government 
and laws of the country : for I reft fatisfied When 
the alarms and jdaloufies of the Proteftants are 
removed by the propriety of coriduft which I 
am fure will be adhered to by the Catholics, 
greater conceffions will ftill be made in their fa- 
vour. But a contrary conduct would for ever 
deftroy and blaft their own hopes, and indu;bita- 
bly materially injure the meti^opolis of Ireland : 
fori heard it affertcd by unqucftionable autho- 
i^ity, ihit the parliament oF this kingdom vsrould 
accede to an union with the fifter kingdom, 
Ihould ever the Roman Catholics make any 
peremptory denlands for further reftoration 
of privileges. I think it -my dtity, as an honeftr 
man to acquaint the Roman Catholics of Mr. 
Pitt's fihcere and affeSibnatt regard for them, 
and the deep and well concerted plan which has 
been arranged under his aufpices for once more 
fubjugating this impdfial nation. I believ^ Oi^iiiy 
worthy members of the Houfe of Gommdjjs are 
thoroughly convinced of the tifuth of whst I Jiayc 
frere affened, and I will not hefitate to declare that 
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my information on the fubjeft came from a dif- 
tingaifhed member of the Britiih Houft; of Com- 
mons, who has this fome years kept a watchful 
eye on the condnft of the minifter. 

In looking back to the Duke of Rutland's ad- 
tniniftvation, I ftnd I omitted a circumftance that 
ought to made public It U well known that 
Mr. Weftby, the reprcfentative for the county of 
Wicklbw, ftood high in the eftimation of the no- 
ble^uke, and that his excellency repeatedly prefled 
his acceptance of a title, which he abfolutely tc- 
fufed, preferring rather to be called the honed 
f eprefentative of the people, than to difgrace his 
name and family, by the acceptance of an h6nour 
which might poflibly dignify fome families, but 
could not add to his. Had the duke lived a little 
longer, Mr. Lodge Morres was moft undoubtedly 
to be created a peer, and made a commiflioner ; 
but death put a period to his expedlations : for 
although it is a fixed rule, that if a lord lieute- 
nant is under a promife, and obli ged to depart 
previous to the performance, in fuch cafes, the 
iucceeding lord lieutenant confiders himfelf vir- 
tually bound to fulfil the engagements of his 
^iredeceflbr : but Mr. Morres continues to this 
day without either place or title. Col. Bruen, 
whom I have the honour to call my firiend, fuf- 
fered feverely, it is faid, by his oppofition 
to Orde's commercial propofitions, fo much for 
Ihe'boafted merits of Mr. Pitt's adminiilration. 
f f ecord this inftance of CoL Bruen's patriotifm 

with 



HISTORY OF IRELAND, &c, 133 

with unfpeakable pleafure, and reft confcious it 
will make as full an impreffion on the minds of 
his refpedlable conftituents, as it does on mine. 

1 muft now beg leave to return to the Buck- 
ingham adminiftration- Flattery and adulation 
are fo common in their natural foil — the court, 
that it is impoflible almoft to afcertain the genu- 
ine character of a great man from th? language 
that is publicly held out of him. We have a 
number of Vicar of Bray nobility and gentry, 
and time ferving corporations, who, in felecting 
fubject matter for their panegyric, never confider 
whether the man is amiable, virtuous or gene- 
rous. Is he lord lieutenant ? that is enough. 
Like brother Peter's loaf in Swift^s Tale of a Tub, 
a number of virtues altogether unfeen by vulgar 
eyes, is comprehended in the character ; it inhe- 
rits of courfe nobility of blood, fplendour of 
abilities, amiability of difpofition, urbanity 
of manners, ef ccBtera ad infinitum. If even a 
Judas was nominated to the appointment, there 
is little doubt but fome of our public encomi- 
afts would be poring over acco unts of the peer- 
age, and ranfacking mufty volupies of heraldry, 
to cull anecdotes of the illuftrious family of the 
Ifcariots — I mention this, only to lament that 
there is no mode of difcrimination, and that 
certain predeceffors of the marquis of Bucking- 
Jiam, who never benefitted the country, can with 
equal vanity, boaft of as many marks of public 
approbation as he couldi, " 

The 
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The various encroachments made under the: 
the late adminiftratioh upon the rights and im- 
niunities of the corporation of the city of Dublin, 
alarmed many perfons for the little fhadow of 
power that was left in their hands. The en- 
croachments were progreflive, and no one could 
divine where they wouldftop. The paving and 
lighting of our owrj. ftreets ; the building of i 
wall for the improvement of oui: 0)vn harbourj 
and many fimilar afts, gave but too much juft 
caufe for apprehenfion. But the marquifs of 
Buckingham gave in his anfwer to the addreflfes 
of the corporation of hofiers, a full affiirance 
that no further encroachment Ihould be made on 
the rights of the city ; and a$ far as an opinion 
could be formed of the future conduct of the 
viceroy and his fecretary, from the'language of 
their anfwers to public addrefles, we were led to 
conclude that, a proper attention would be paid 
to the intereftsf of this country. I could wifh 
that the Buckingham adminiftration had conti- 
nued to merit public confidence, and that it had 
ended with as much, ec/at as it commenced. 

The marquifs of Buckingham was a perfeft 
pattern for every man in office. He poflefled 
none of thofe flothful habits which fo ihjurioufly 
retard bufinefs. He flept every night at the; 
Lodge, in the Phoenix-park, rbfe about eight, 
and breafafted generally at the Caftle, at ten. 
Hence there wasa fuitable interval for application 
to bufinefs, and none of that difl:ra£lion that 
' arifes 



HiSTOItY or }R]ELAND,&c^ 13$ 

arifes from a perpetual round of pleafbre and 
diflipation. But the affair of the regen,cy bufi- 
nefs in an infiant, overturned all his former po- 
pularity ; he declined tranfmitting the addrefs of 
the two houfes of parliament, but that could not 
be much cenfured ; for by our conftitution, any 
one of the three eftates can legally take notice of 
the proceedings of either of the other. But the 
marquii^ did not ftop here : he the deputy of the 
third eftate, and that eftate now by the vifitation 
of Heaven incapacitated to dircS, or controul 
him, wantonly and weakly reprobates and con- 
demns to the two houfes attending on him, a 
meafure jointly agreed to by them, and even 
charges them with higK treafon for adopting it. 
A difibluiion of parliament was determined on 
at the Cafile, bat the fpirited determination of the 
commons to pafs a ihort money bill, effedually 
prevented it. 

As the queftion of regency was of as great mo- 
ment as ever came to be difcufled in our parlia- 
ment. I will endeavour to be as particular as 
poffible on this fubjeft. On the 5th of February, 
1789, the marquifs of Buckingham opened the 
parliamentary feffion, by communicating the 
painful information, that his majefly had been 
for fome time affli&ed with a fevere malady, 
which rendered him incompetent to difcharge 
the regal funftions. He concluded the fpeech 
from the throne by ftating, that he had di- 
re£led fuch documents as he bad received re* 

fpe£iing 
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fpcdiiig his ittajefty's health to be laid b<^ 
fore ' the houfe, in order to aflift their xleji- 
berations on fo melancholy a fubject. This 
t>eing a novel cafe, it was doubted, whether by 
the law, or his patent, the lord lieutenant had 
any power whatfoever of calling the parliament 
together. For though part pf Poyning's law 
was rejpeajed, part ftill remained in force, by 
w^hich he was precluded from any fuch power, 
^ut this objedioii was over-ruled, and an ad- 
drefs was agreed on to his excellency, in which 
parliament fexpreffed the deepeft concern for his^ 
majefty's malady, and manifelied the moft cor- 
clial loyalty and attachment to thdr beloved mo- 
iiarch, knd the moft zealous record for the united 
and common intereft of both his kingdoms. 

Jt was the intention of government to procrafti- 
nate, in order to make the meafure of the Britifh' 
•parliament a rule for the condu6l of the Irifh 
fenate ; but as it evidently appeared from the 
phyjfician's report who attended our fovereigri, 
that his majefty was incapacitate.d ; it then be- 
came immediately neceflary to give life and ani- 
mation to the executive power, which was then 
fufpended. In the addrefs to his excellency 
there was a paragraph thanking him for bis pru- 
dent governnient, and his wifties for the welfare 
and profperity of Ireland. On this occafion, 
Mr. Grattaii ' difplayed all thofe rare qualities of 
the head and heart, with which he is fo emi- 
nently gifted. He wifhed that this panegyric had 

not 
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pot been intradticeA ; tot>ttiitig had been faid in 
tfee addrefs of the Royal family, although the 
attachmcfnt of >th« peopte of Ireland to the royal 
family was coincident with their liberty, to con- 
dole i^rith them would be more becoming than 
to congratatate with the viceroy, for the malady 
of o^r fovereign vras fhocking. The adminif- 
tration bf lord Buckingham he tould notap- 
piro^e ; the fuppofitious economy which it relied 
oti was no proteftion ; he did not wilh to go into 
Its mdits — ^but if forced, he ihould previoufly 
<ieclaTe,that his opinion would not be in favour 
of his conduft. He had introduced bills not 
difrefpe£lful to government — ^bills that were 
economical and cbnftitutional, and they were op- 
pofed by the friends of the marquifs— as were 
propofals for the repeal of aAs whicti his admi- 
niftration fatiAioned— he tenfured him for his 
creation and difpofal of pla<:es ; aifter a fevere 
aDimadverfion on lord Buckingtiam, for rejefting 
all his meafures in favour of the country, Mr. 
Grattan faid, the illuftrious and beloved duke of 
Rutland, from tl>e facility of his temper, in- 
volved the country in expences ; to check them 
no man more indignant than lord Buckingham ; 
we mentioned the encreafe, but we underftated 
prodigality ; for lord Buckingham found it was 
greater than he had mentioned ; he was him- 
felf the beft judge ; yet the bill for reft raining 
ihis profirfion was rejefled: by thofe who were, 
under his patronage and influence! the police 
aft ! it excited the laughter and difapprobation 

of 
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of every man in thehoufe, by containing ridicu- 
lous items with heavy ezpences ; it was a clumfy . 
peculation ; no man was more fenfible of this 
than his excellency, and yet when a committee 
was appointed to enquire into this expenditure 
of the public money, wh«J the quantum of 
charge was enormous, and the quality ridicu- 
lous, the charge and eftabliihmcnt was approved 
of by his excellency's fupporters^ The fcanda- 
lous traffic of penfions is another — to permit an 
abfentee to fell his penfion to a lady, and to allow 
a change of lives — healthy for infirm-— young 
for old— it was a cheat upon the prince, and an 
injuftice upon the people, 'fhougb the rage for 
this fpecies of expenfive government carried all 
before it triumphantly, yet he trufted it would be 
foon borne down by the principles of common 
juftice and reafon, and once more reduced to the 
ftandard of public economy. Why fupport an 
adminiHration, ^hofe loudeft theme it was to de- 
claim againft profufion, when we find its prac^ 
tice belye it's profeffion? granting apenficmto 
Mr. Orde, w hich had been refufed by the duke 
of Rutland ? it was granted befide during the 
life of the duke of Bolton ; was, not this a fur- 
render of every public claim to principle and 
oecoiiomy ? a penfion unmerited it was, but 
granted to Mr. Orde, the. author and inftrument, 
of all the extravagance which difgraced this 
country under the late adminiftration j it be-^ 
irayed peculiar features of bafenefs ; but the 
fpirit of profufion did not flop here — ^it pro- 
ceeded 
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ceedLed tp the revival of an ufelefs and obfolete 
office, that of fecond counfel to the commiffion- 
crs ; it had been put down by his majefty when 
in his reafon ; it had been revived by lord 
Buckingham, when he cannot refift the appoint- 
ment. Why thank a viceroy, when he has not 
flone one adl for the benefit of the country ? and 
when every thing he has done is againft his 
avowed principles and profeffion ? The encreafe 
of falaries— which he has made is another ground 
pf public diflike ; his granting a- reverfion of 
phief remembrance^ to his brother, is another : 
you have been paying vaft^ fums for bringing 
homie offices ; you allowed them to make their 
own eftimation of tbeir value ; you have given 
them equivalents in penfious ; and you allowed 
them tQ fell their penfions^ and afterwards you 
permitted them to bring complaints of infuffici- 
fncy of reco-mpence. Under thefe circumftances,. 
I defy any of the moft inveterate confcience, or of 
the moft unfeeling judgment. I defy the pooreft 
profligate to fay that it was not a violation of pri- 
y^te fentiment and public decorum, to grant , 
away a reverfion of the firft office in the land to 
ai^ abfentee ! and it is aggravated by the circum- 
ftance of lord Buckingham being the private 
orator of peconomy when acceflary to this public 
profufion. Mr. Grattan concluded with declar- 
ing his intention to enter his proteft againft the 
paragraph of thanks. 

Sir John Blaquiere faid, he could not fit axid 
give a filent vote on the virtues and merits of 

our 



,4d THE POLITICAL 

our chief governor 5 he thought the arguments 
in favour of a prorogation unneccflary and un- 
juftifiable; for his part, he was a man that 
viewed things with a fleady eye, undazzled by 
(blendor of poweY. As to the marquifs of Buck- 
ingham's good wifhes for thjB welfare of Ireland, 
l>e did not doubt them, and he was furc that no- 
thing could induce him tot ufe fo violent an out- 
rage upon the conftitution, as granting the rever- 
lion of 40C0I. a year to an abfentee, only that he 
happened to be his own brother ; his oeconomy 
was no lefs confpicuous in abridging the allow- 
ance of fuel granted to poor foldiers : this was 
an anxious regard for the country, the faving 
from it was monftrous ;, that the moft helplefs 
men in the community, for fuch he concluded 
were the foldiers, happened to be fufferers by it, 
was a matter of no confequence; nay, although 
the allowance he had juft mentioned, granted to 
a room, was not fufEcient for two men to boil 
their potatoes. As a proof of his attention to the 
conftitution, he mentioned the circumftance of 
an officer having been tried by a civil court, 
and after his acquittal, by order of his ex- 
cellency, tried for the fame crime by a court- 
mariial. Another proof of his attachment to this 
country, was his having purchafed the mafter- 
(hip of an hofpital, pn the banks of theLiSey, for 
half price ; his reafon was no doilbt to ferve 
the country, as no one elfe would give even half 
fo much ; nor would the fplendoi; of his charac- 
ter be tarniftied by the purchafe, as he bought it 
with his own money. But to be ferious., I do not 

think 
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think that the thanks of this houfe fhould be 
beftowed without merit. I will fuppofe that aa 
Englifti faftion would fend over here as viceroy, 
an imperious, referved, fupetciUous man, who 
poflefled mean talents, but an abundant fiock 
of felf fufl&ciency, who like the Perfian monarch, 
would hide his royalty, toencreafe the veneration 
of the world ; a man, whole difdainfuLmeanrieft 
led him to be haughty to the humble, and hum- 
ble to the ftout ; who has fomething to gild his 
referve which would never Ihine ; who was fo 
haughty and fo arrogant, fo hateful to the peo- 
ple of the other country, as not to be able to pro- 
cure the meaneft office in the cabinet, and who 
to be got rid of, was fent away from being the 
pell of his own country, to be the fcourge of 
this : I fay if fuch a charadier Ihall be fent to do- 
mineer in Ireland, if I know the gentlemen 
about me, I don't think they would thank him. 
The m^rquifs's advocates maintained that the 
addrefs in the ufual majiner only anfwered the 
fpeech, and that it would be highly indelicate to 
refufe the addrefs, as it was a mere compliment* 
Mr. Grattan faid he did not mea^ to divide the 
houfe upon the queftion, as he would be con- 
tent with entering his foiemn proteft againft 
thanks to lord Buckingham* The feveral docu- 
ments relative to the king's health were prefented 
by Mr. Fitzherbert— a difpute arofe as to the 
time expedient to take into confideration the 
ftate of his inajefty's health. This was the trial 
of llrength between the parties * the fecretary 

memioned Monday fe'nnight -Mr. Grattan, 

Wednefday 
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Wcdnefday next, upon which a divifion took 
place. For the minifter, 74 ; againft him, 128. 
Majority againft the minifter, 54. 

Wednefday, February the I ith, Mr. Filzher- 
bert prefented documents of the ftate of his ma- 
jefty's health, and faid it was his intention to pro- 
ceed as in England, by bill, that the houfes would 
then aft with propriety ; but he faw no occafion 
for precipitation. Mir. George Ponfonby called 
for the order of the day, for the houfe refolving 
itfclf into a committee on the ftate of the nation, 
and on the queftion being put, it was carried. 
The houfe having refolved itfelf into a committee 
on the ftate of the nation, Mr. Grattan faid, he 
t*ntirely difagreed from the mode propofedbythe 
I'ecrctarv, of proceeding by bill, as it could not 
poffibly receive parliamentary fanftion, nil a re- 
gent cf England was elefted : in his opinion, the 
moitr of procedure was firft to fubftantiate the 
king's incapiciiv, and their next duty was to 
fupply the d^ndcacy in the third eltate ; to 
guide their procedure they had a precedent of 
the higheil authority ; a precedent to which every 
man in that houfe would look up to with I'eve- 
lence, and that was the precedent of the revolu- 
tion, and how did they proceed then ? not bj^ 
bill, but by addrefs* In the firft inftance, ihey 
addrefled' the prince and princefs of Orange to af- 
fume the crown,ftating the reafons[foy that meafure- 
after they had accepted of the crown, including 

thofe 
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thofe reafons in a bill which now forms the Bill 
of Rights — after the prince had accepted the re- 
gency, it would be neceffary in his opinion to pafs 
a bill fpecifying the powers which were granted 
to him, and ihofe powers he was free to fay, 
Ihould lyeJkUy uniimitedy unconfined ; that fo only 
could they reftore the executive power to its due 
energy and cffeft, and| give it that weight in the 
conftitution, which he truftcd was the wifh of, 
every independent man it fhould retain. He 
therefore moved the following motion, that it 
appears to this committee, that the exercife of 
the royal authority is interrupted by the indifpo- 
fition of his majefty. This motion paffed unani- 
moufly* 

Mr. ConoUy faid, that no man deplored the 
fituation of his majefty more than he did. But 
it was our duty to fill up the prefent vacancy in 
the third eftate of the conftitution, in i manner 
which he flattered himfelf would be agreeable 
to gentlemen, or at leaft a great majority of them 
on both fides of the houfe, by appointing the 
prince of Wales our Regeiit, with unlimited, and 
according to the fpirit of the conftitution, with 
full regal powers. He then moved the following 
refolution, that it is the opinion of this commit- 
tee, that an humble addrefs be prefented to his 
royal highnefs the Prince of Wales, humbly re- 
quefting him to take upon him the government 
of this realm, during his majefty's prefent indif- 

polition 



pofition, md hq Wftgfr, in bis q^ijefty's na^e^ 
tmder the ftil^ and utl^ of Prince Regeut of Ire- 
land, and to ejcerqife ^^i s^dmiftift^jr 2^cordi^g 
to the law and cQi^flitutiQu, all the ireg^l powers, 
privilege^ and fun£lioAi^ to the crawA and go^ 
vernment thereof belonging,. Mr. O'NfUl, Qi^ 
Shane's Caftlc, fecQwied the mouon,. 

• Lord Henry FU^ger^ld faid, as this is the firft 
time I have ever troubled the houfe on any 
queftion of importance, I muft entreat its indul^ 
gence of trefpaifing upon its patienc^^^ at ^, mq* 
ment when itsi attention is exerted to receive 
impreffioDs from the more enlightened and con- 
vincing arguments of men of greater abilities^ 
who will no doubt enrich this night's debate. 
But convinced as I am of the extraordinary mag- 
nitude of the fubjed nqw before us, and of the 
juftice of the caufe Handing fo confpicuoufly on 
its own merits, I cannot, confiftently with th^t 
duty I owe iny country and myfelf, let it go by. 
giving it a filent vote, I admire too much the 
plain road of integrity and r^^itude not to pur- 
fue it to the beft of my power— keeping in 
view the great outlines of this bufinefs, the pro- 
minent features of which have been defaced by 
dilingenuous arguments, arifing in diftruft, and 
fupported by the party motives of ambition and 
felf inter eft. We are now come to the decifion 
of a queftion of as great importance as ever tamei^ 
before this houfe, as in it are involved the fun- 
damental principles of our conftitution — whe- 
ther 
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ther his royal highnefs the prince of Wales, be- 
ing of full age and capacity to govern, fliall be 
in veiled with the royal authority over this king- 
dom, during the incapacity of his majefty, and 
empowered to exercife allitsfiinftions according 

. to the triie fpirit of the conftitution ? or whether 
he IhaU receive it limited, reftrifted, and fet- 
tered, fo as to render it incompetent to the pbjeds 
for which it was originally granted ? We are 
not brought tb thedivifion of this queftion una- 
wares — we meet it with advantage — removed 
from the heat and clamour of party— we 
have had opportunity and time in our cool dif-. 
paflionate moments, to fearch . thole recefles of 
the heart, where juftice fits enthroned ; aid I 
hope we fhall liftcn to her dilates, and that we 
will not fuffer ourfelves to be mifled by paffion 
or party prejudice, from purfuing that plain road' 
that our duty fo diftinc^ly points out to us. For 
thefe laft three months, we have feeix with re- 
gret and aftonifiiment the royal authority lying 
dormant under the powerful weight of the two * 
houfes of the Btitifti parliament ; whereas on the 
declared incapacity of the king, a plain fimple' 
Remedy for fupplying the defedl in the govern- 
ment prefented itfelf, namely; the appointing, 
the Prince of Wales regent. But the didlates of 
calm reafon have been, ovei'whelm'ed by that 
torrent of ambition, which has boi;ne down the 
facred barriers of the conflitution, by taking, ad- 
vantage of the calamity of our gracidus fove- 

^ reign, to curtail and fritter away the moft valu- 
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able prerogative of the crown. Let us take a 
leflbn from the mifcondui^ of our neighbours ; 
we have long viewed their proceedings with 
difapprobation ; we hav^ reprobated the ten- 
dency of them' to blacken, mifreprefent and in- 
jure the Prince of Wales, by infufmg dillruft 
into that kingdom, that in the courfe of nature he 
i^ deftined to govern ; it h^s been to fetter the 
a&ions of government, and thereby to weaken its 
powers, that the third eftate no longer exifts, ac- 
cording to the true fpirit of the conftitution ; a 
fufficient degree of authority, is by the wifdom 
of our ancestors, invefted in the crown* Is it not 
plain therefore that this authority Ihould have 
been preferved entire to the regent for the good 
of the people ; > or will not hfe government be 
weak and inefficient ? An inordiAate Ihare of 
power has been thrown into hands where it 
Ihould not exift — ridiculous, inapplicable pre- 
cedents have been adduced ta Juftify reftri£lions 
and limitations of the regents power, when it al- 
moft univerfally appears that reftriftions on for- 
mer regents were to fecure to the heir apparent 
all the powers and prerogatives of the crown, at 
the period of his majority — ^but in this cafe, the 
regent propofed is the heir apparent himfelf To 
enumerate all the mi (chiefs with which fuch a 
regency is. pregnant, is beyond my power ; but 
thank God, they cannot afFe61: u$ in this king- 
dom to their full extent ; but in agitating the 
queftiou of limitation, the intention is manifeft 
to fupport thq minifter's meafures, though the 

' good 
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good fenfe df the natifon 'defeats their plan. Let 
us, Iriihmen, appear the fpe£tators of virtue aiid 
the conftitution-^and not the abettors of fafiious 
ambition or diifappointed party. Let us, by our 
cbnduft this day, and glorious will that con- 
du£l be, refcue the fon of our beloved monarch 
from the prejudice that foreign nations would 
be led to entertain of his virtues, from the con- 
duft of the Britifh parliament. Let Us not 
weaken that confidence we wifh them to enter- 
tain of usj as a fpirited and coriimercial nation, 
by ftiewing ourfelves a- want of confidence in the 
prince, who is to rule over us and to defend us 
from injury and infult. Let us. counteraft the 
Arts of deception, arid ftievv the world, that it is 
not the judgment of the empire that has reached 
{he prince, biit the partial fuggeftions of ai fedi- 
tious and tuifbulent fidlion. 

I firmly believe, ih ftiy foul, that if ever it Ihalt 
pleafe Almighty God to relieve oiir beloved So- 
vereign froni the calamity under which he la- 
bours, and that the hiftof y of thefe proceedings 
fliall come under his eye, the fhock would prove 
too great for his feelings. When he ftiould find 
that the dreadful decrees of Providence in his 
own peffonal affliftion were not fufficient ; when 
he fliould find the facfed bul^Varks of the con- 
ftitution ruined by men;iVho, grappling as they 
fell, rent it to its foundation ; when he ftiould 
read the vile catalogue of grofs infult poured ou 
his' fori, under the mockery of affe6lion and re-^ 
t z gard 
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gard for himfelf; whea he fhoiild penife the 
black tale of iniquitous afts praftifed to divide 
and diftra6^ his Royal Family, and to breed dif- 
fentions, if they could exift between her gracious 
Majefty and her children ; what would thea 
his feeling be ? Such a hiftory would be fuffici- 
ent to weaken even the enthuftaftic effufion of a 
grateful heart in the hour of thankfgiving for his 
recovery, and to make him breath a wifli that, 
with his former calamity, the fcene had clofed, 
tod the curtain have dropped for ever. 

But let me turn my views. from fuch melan- 
tholy objeds to where the mind can reft and the 
tongue dwell with delight : let me turn to that ' 
amiable pattern of patience, forbearance, and mo- 
deration,' who enduring infult on infult ftands 
linlhaken amidft the rougheft attacks of injuftice 
and ambition. If but a particle of that vice, that 
fo tarnifties .the luftre of the minifter's abilities, 
exifted in the bofom I allude to, the empire muft 
tefore now have exhibited a fcene of cohfufion 
and blood. But it is not for me to attempt to de- 
fcribe the virtues of the Prince of Wales ; the 
t^ice of flander can no more affeft him than the 
language of admiration ; he foars above the 
teach of either — ^the voice of praife has the ad- 
vantage of the ftamp of truth, while detra£lion 
i^oots her darts againft a rock, that fhivers them 
to pieces as they fall. 

I iSow declare that I fhall give my hearty con- 
eutreace to the refolution, from the moft firrai. 

confidence 
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confidence in the virtues of that Prince, to whom 
the Royal authority is to be delegated, and from 
a firm perfiiafion, that were even the Grown put 
on his head, on the fir ft dawn of returning rea- 
fon to his Royal father, he would approach him 
with thofe beautiful words, put into a Prince of 
Wales's mouth by pur immortal bard, 
— — ** Here take your Crown again, 

" And he that wears the Crown immortally, 

" Long.guard it yours." 

liord Henry concluded a fpeech which im- 
preffed the Hoilfe with an high fenfe of his abili- 
tics, by many judicious obfervations, favouring 
the Prince, expreffed with the moft lively fenfi- 
bility. 

The Attorney General faid, that though he was 
confident not a word he fliould fay that day 
' would have the fmalleft effeft though it would 
have no impreffion, and produce no beneficial 
coniequence, as he faw clearly that gentlemen 
had decided on their meafure, and determined 
bow to ad J he yet felt himfelf called upon by 
his duty to his king and country, to avow his 
fentiments, and point out to gentlemen the dan- 
ger they were running into; the connedion 
between this country and Great Britain was of 
the moft delicate texture, of one unexampled in 
the prefent period, and not paralleled in the an- 
nals of hiftory ; that the fole bond of connexion 
upw between the two countries, w^as the unity of 

the 
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the fupreme executive powdr, and that that unity 
could not poffibly be preferved, but by a unity 
of meafures with the Britifh parliament ; that no 
wild wifh for marking independence fliould in- 
duce gentlemen to deviate fron^ their proceed- 
ings, while conn^Sed with them. We flood 
firm as oil a rock, the conjsqueuce of 3. devia- 
tion might in the event be a tbtal feparation, 01: 
an union of the two parliaments ; meafures eiihey 
of which he trufted in Heaven he ftiquld never 
fee. ' That from the law of the^land, and particu- 
larly Baron Yelverton's bill, it was clear from 
the authority of the great fcal of England thep 
required— that the King of Great Britain did not 
^ive his afient to the a^s of the Irifti parliament, 
as king of Ireland but head of the empire ; that 
the inftrumeht cpnfidered as the teftimony of the 
King's afl^nt had affixed to it the great feal of 
England, and that when bills were returned with 
that appendage, they'were ipfo fada the laws of 
this country, and that the royal affent given by 
the King's reprefentative, was merely matter of 
form, an aft of fupererogation. Did gentlemen 
coniider the confeqiiehce of electing a 'Regent by 
addrefs? He was bold to lay they did not, and 
the inftance of the revolution fo often introduced 
was in ho degree applicablie in this country,' for 
what in faft was the conduft of this country 
at the revolution ? The Irilh parliament, by a 
fpecific law, recognized King William and 
C^een Mary, King and 'Queen of Ireland, merely 
from their being King and Queen of England-^ 

although 
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although during the interval of the revolution. 
King James the Second had perfonally been in 
Ireland, and executed every kingly office, and 
even created peers, two of which are at prefent 
. exifting, yet they neither poflefs thefe peerages, 
nor does any man pretend to fay they ever will. 
In faft to appoint a Regent in Ireland legally, 
fuch appointment muft pafs under the great feal 
of England, to render it conftitutionally valid. 
Should tKe Irilh parliament, from a notion of 
independence appoint a different perfon Regent 
in this country from him who was appointed, in 
England, that appointment would be of np 
validity, for the Irilh Regent would be in duty 
bound to obey the order of the Britifh Regent 
fignified to him under the great feal of England. 
The great bleffmg of our conftitution was the 
. unity of the fupreme executive power, and the 
. independence of the legiflature. That every at- 
tempt that went to feparate the two Crowns went 
to feparate for ever the connexion between the 
two countries, one King, one Law, one Religion, 
here are your corner ftones ; here is your fteady 
foundation, refting on this you reft fteadily, ad- 
hering to thefe, you preferve the conne6tion indif- 
foluble, deviating from them, endlefs confufion 
will enfue, and government become impradica- 
ble, either a total reparation muft be the confe- 
quence or elfe an union, and if any party in the 
Britifh parliament were aniious for carrying^ the 
latter meafure, they could not take a more effec- 
tual method than countenancing and abetting the 
meafures jiow purfuing i^ this houfe, they could 

only 
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only eSkSk it by round, alyeja and infidipus 
•yirays, he boldly affirmed, that let the Crown ojien 
all the fluices of corruption on th^t houfe, the 
ineafure could not be openly carried, the fpirit 
of the nation would prevent it, it could only b^ 
done by convincing the independent gentlemen 
of this country, the men of great landed weiighf 
and property, that either a feparatipn firora Bri- 
tain muft enfue or an union be acceded to, and 
then they might enibrace the latter a^ th^ leffer 
evil : confidering the prefent meafures as tending - 
to this point, he a:bhorred, and he dej)recate4 
them. 

lie acknowkdg^ ^that the independence of 
the Irifti Crown was the freedom of the nation 
-^and its unity with pje^t Britain was it? pro- 
te£lion.' He denied that the King legiflated as 
King of Ireland— he aded as King of England, 
and put the Britiih great feal to all our ads- 
he quoted the words of Lord Chief Baron Yel- 
Vertt)n-s bill— it fays that " fuch bills as ar^ 
certified intq Great Britain under the great feal 
of Ireland, and returi^ed under the great feal of 
Great Britain without alteration or addition, 
jfhall pafs— and no other :!'— by this he argued 
there was a furrender of the executive govern- 
ment of Ireland to the Britifti Crown ; the great 
feal qf Britain was the only organ by which the 
King fpoke to the Irifti Parliament, and that was 
in cuftbdy of the Britifti Cabinet-rwas it not 
, , . ^ . . ^ clear 
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clear then that the executive government of 
Ireland was veiled in the Britifli King ? 

H^ fuppofed, that if in the dignity of bur iii- 
dependence> wje ftxould think proper to appoint 
a diflEerent Regesat from England, what would 
th^ Irilh Regent fay, "Go home good people of 
Ireland, you offer me an empty compliment ;" 
for the Britifli R^eat would have it in his 
power to fupercede him, hy poffefling the Great 
Seal of England, w^hichmuft be affixed to all 
Irifh ads. He then admitted, that they migl^t 
by their addrefs vote a Btle King of their own ; 
but he defied them to produce ai^ inftance of a 
; R^goat unlimited, except the murderous ufurper 
of the Crown. He defired to know in what law 
book the powers of a Regent had been defined 5 
be would aver, that the powers of a Regent, or 
Cujlos Eegni, were as various a« the afis which 
gave rife to them ; and if the Houfe proceeded 
^y addrefs, without the Great Seal, it would lead 
to a conclufion that would ftartle the boldeft 
adventurer of them all! He argued that it 
would go to a total feparaiion ; and reminded 
gentlemen of their language, when obtaijiing 
their conilitution, we will rife and fall with 
Great; Britain, praifing the magnanimity of Bri- 
tain* ik making no condition with us. 

He argued, that the Irifti Regent being under 
the controul of, and obliged to obey the Britiih 
Great Seal— ^we were about to give the Prince 

' ' . ^ .of 



. 154 ^HE POLITICAL 

of Wales an impotent authority, and calling 
upon him to dethrone his Royal Father againft 
the law and the coaftitution ! he dreaded the 
probability of falfe friends^ communicating this 
refolution to the Prince, and ip an incautious 
moment, fuggefting an anfwer which will 
pledge him to abide by it, it was a queftion of 
difficulty, whether the keeper of the Royal Sig- 
net could put it to any inftrument for the Re- 
gent, as Regent of Ireland, and protefted that he 
bad never had heard of the addrefs until that 
moment in Parliament. He adjured the Houfe 
to proceed by bill, and hoped the debate would 
not be incumbered with the two-penny argu- 
ments of a former night by Gentlemen who were 
difappointed at the Caftle. 

The PROVOST denied in a pqfitive manner, 
the doftrines of the Attorney General. Did he 
mean . to infinuate that the Regent of England 
was ipfo faSo Regent pf It-eland ?. Where did 
he find fo monftrous a do6trine ? The Chief 
Baron's bill ftated, that the bills ftiould be cer- 
tified under the great feal of Great Britain ; 
but was he, who had grown grey in the ftudy of 
the law, to be told that they were laws, without 
the Royal affent in full Parliament ? No, hq 
fpoke as a lawyer^ and he would fay, that the 
Viceroy does hot adl in giving the Royal aflent 
as Lord Lieutenant fimply, bat as the Reprefen- 
tative of the King, and without fuch affent, no 
adl can become lav/, he purfued his argument 
and afked would any man fay, that the Englifh 

Regent 
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Regent had a right to gi*ant a commiflion for put- 
ting the Great Seal to any ^£t of the two Hou- 
fes ? . No/rr-how then was it pofTible for the 
houfe to proceed by bill. He faid, that he 
yrould not leave the gentlemapi a loop wherry 
to hang up his new dodlrine, and went more at 
large into the fubjeft, which he took occafion to 
ridicule, and avowed himfelf the oldeft fervant 
pf the Crown in the law, and one 'of the oldeft 
in the State, but the prefent intimidations thrown 
out fliould never influence his condud ; he ap- 
pealed if upon great fubjefts he had not always 
given an independent vote? and fo far from hav- 
ing to feap the refentment of the King in cafe 
of hi$ recovery, his fide of the Houfe would 
(experience his approbation, for he judged, that 
the Royal Father's feeling3 niuft approve of a 
due refpeft to his fon. 

Mr. GURRAN faid, if he did not pay more 
attention to the gentleman as a prophet^ than as a 
lawyer, he j^iould not notice his new doftrine, 
for before he broached it, he declared it would 
pafs for iiothing in the Houfe. It was a grofs 
biafphemy againft the conftitution, and fhould 
not be fuffered to efcape under the ihelter of 
its infignificance ; he had however, little hope 
of reforming the bad fenfe which <:onceiv€s 
iblly. 

The competence of Parliament to addrefs 
had been denied— he, as a lawyer, would aflert, 

that 
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that as tke .Reprefentatives df the people, they 
were not only competent, but were called upon 
by the voice of the Conftitution, in the King's 
incapacity to provide for the executive Govcrii- 
' Hiem by addreffing the Prince. 

But as to the ue^ doiSlrine, (fayd he*) is it in 
Ireland ? is it in this Houfe I have lived to hear 
fueh abominable principles advanced, and from 
a profeffional man ? By a monftrous confuiion 
of ideas, he mifconceives, that that fign which 
is necefiary to make afts of Parliament laws,, 
makes laws itfelf without the aflent of the third 
eftate* I would rather leave the gentleman's 
ideas to be, like his houfehold gods, the com- 
panions of his fears, than reply to him, were it 
. not on fo great an occafion. 

What !* did you by the aft which took away 
the power of altering your bills in England — 
reduce yourfelvea to the degraded fituation of a 
perpetual Convention ! without an¥ third eftate ! 
to be dilated to by a Britifh Kingl no : and the 
man that fays fo, utters a defperate kind of 
blafphemy againft the conftitutioh — like the 
finner againft religion, who (ays in his heart, 
" there is no God !'' 

Becaufe Attorney general — he thought it right 
to argue the queftion like an Siitorncy particu- 
larly, with evafion and perverfion ; like a thing 
^Tapped in the cloak of law, which fa w nothings 

but 
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but.hunted thro' the maze of ftatutes, and nofed 
our points— he took no vantage ground of the 
conftitution- It is only in a bit of wax that he 
can difcover the third eftate of this realm ! 
againft the reftridlions, Mr. Curran urged this 
unanfwerable argument. It is a maxim of the 
conftitution, that the powers of no one eftate 
could . be diminiftied without its confent, the 
executive branch was not now in a capacity to 
aflfent — how then could it be diminiftied ? — As 
to the power of the Englifli Regent fuperfeding 
the Irilh, he faid he heard it, as he might fey, 
in fober fadnefs, when principles of fuch a p^fti- 
ferous nature were exhaled from the mouth of a 
law authority, #iey were an afperfion of the in- 
dependence of the country, fubverfive of the 
conftitution, and only exempt from dangerous 
conclufions by their abfurdity. 

Mr. Corry was of opinion, that the mode of 
proceeding by addrefs was preferable, as mbft 
congenial with the conftitution, moft agreeable 
to the feelings of the people, and conducive to 
the intereft of the nation. He thought that it 
would conciliate the affedions of an illuftrious 
charader, and give him an impreffion of the 
Iriih nation, wh;ch might ultimately be pro- 
duftive of much public benefit. 

Mr. Grattan rofe, and faid, if the principles I 
have heard avowed are law, then we have no 
King, and we have no Conftitution ; that the 

King 
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King of Great Britain gives his aflent as King of 
Great Britain, to the afts of the Irifh, 1 deny. 
That the Regent of England would have ai 
power of fuperfeding the Irifti Regent, I alfd 
deny.—. — The principle goes againft the free 
agency of the Irilh Parliament ; it ciits up the: 
conftitution by the very roots ; it is a libel upon 
the independence of Ireland — and an outrage 
upon the People — it is one of thofe nionftrous 
abfurdities which is phyfically and morally 
inadmiffable — were this principle to be admitted, 
you would make laws in a panic, you would 
debate the prefent queftion in a panic, and your 
freedom would be your difgrace. • We ftiould be 
an Irifh people without an Irilh ^ing-^and if at 
doubt did really exift, it would be neceffary to 
pafs an aft declaring our rights. The objeft of 
]jotA Chief Baron Yelverton's bill was to deftroy 
the power of altering our bills in Great Britain, 
and will any perfon of common fcnfe lay, that 
it contains a furrender of the executive Govern-^ 
ment of Ireland to the Britilh Crown? — Who- 
ever fays this make an attack upon the Monar- 
chy and upon the People, upon the Conflitutiou 
and the imperial crown of Ireland; he has 
miftaken baubles for fceptres and feals foi' 
Kings; and is led away by a dingerous fpirit of 
mifconftruftion ; but I underftate it ; this ad of 
the Chief Baron's it was to ereft, not to annihi- 
late the imperial Crown of Ireland, not to caufe 
the Irifli to merge into the Britifh Crown, but 
to defend it from its ambitioo and encroachment. 
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and Jre who fuggefts a contrary opinion — who 
fays that the annexation of the great feal, is 
fufficient to give the force of law to the a6l^ of 
the Irifh Lords and Commons — labours to un- 
dignjfy the diadem, and to leflcn the allegiance 
of the people — he negleds the fubftance for the 
fign — ^and is diftradled' in his notions of baubles 
and fceptres, and phantoms ; it is a great miftake 
—but as he may be ufed to ftamps, perhaps, he 
tnay have accepted of the impreflion for the au- 
thority from which it proceeds. 

Mr. Grattan with that energy of thought and 
beauty of language, proceeded to make feveral 
ftrong objeftions againlt the Attorney^ General's 
doftrine ; where fays he, is the great proprietor 
of Royal volition for the Irifh Houfes ? To fay 
that it i3 the King of Great Britain, and not the 
King of Ireland, and that a denial of this pofition 
goes to a feparation of the two crowns, is to 
threaten and fcold Parliament : it is to make the 
name of the Britiih Kingafubjccloffophiftry,and 
an inftrument of humiliation to Ireland^s imperial 
Crowu. I am free to confefs, that our connec- 
tion with England is coincident with our liber- 
ty ; but I fay that the boldeft exertions of our 
liberty is not inconfiftent with that conneftion ; 
and that if the language uttered had been avowed 
in Great Britain, an Irifti declaration of rights 
might have been, neceflary; but here it could 
cJ-eate no doubts, nor kindle any flame but that 
of indignation. The two paflions which ruled 
In j)rivate life, fuled in our government ; they 

wei?e 
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v/ere ambition and intereft ; our ambition is \U 
berty, and Ireland may be proud of her pofleffions* 
He called upon the country gentlemen to fupport 
this refolution, and to aflert their free agency. 

Both refolutions were carried- without* a divi* 
fion, v/heii . a committee was appointed to pre- 
pare the addrefs. A few noes were heard, buG 
afhamed of their forlorn fituation they would not 
rifque a divifion. The wliole power of govern- 
ment was able to mufter no more than thirty-fiuey ' 
lo oppofe the Prince's friends and the protedtors 
of the conflitution ! 

In the Houfe of Lofds, on Friday February 
13, the right hon. Mr. Conolly, at the head of a* 
^ deputation from the Commons, rapped at the door" 
aiid being introduced in the ufual form, the 
Lord Chancellor came to the bar, when Mr. Co- 
nolly prefented the refolution of the Commons, 
which declares the incapacity of the King, accom- 
panied with their addrefs to his Royal Highnefs 
the Prince of Wales, requefting him to takeupon 
him the government of this realm, dcfiring the 
concurrence of their lordfhips, the title ran thus : 
the humble addrefs of blank 

left for the infcrtionoftbe words Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons of Ireland in Par- 
liament aflembled, to his Royal Highnefs the 
Prince of Wales. 

Lord -Chancellor. It is neceffaty you Ihould 

wait for an anfwer. 

Mr. 



ii i S,T C) Jl Y OF I R E L A N D. &c. • 161 

Mf; Conolly bowed affent. 

The Lord Chancellor informed the Houfe that 
a deputation from the Commons waited for an 
anfwer to the addrefs and refolution, which he 
gave to the clerk to read aloud, he then informed 
their lordfhips that it was moft advifeable to inr 
form the Commons, that they would fend an an- 
fwer by a meflenger of th^ir own. On this he 
put the queflion, which paffed nem. dijf* 

The refolution and addrefs were thto rea(i 
bytliC clerks. 

His Grace the Duke of Leinfter faid, he was 
clearly of opinion, that xht blank in the addrefs 
fhould be filled with the words Spiritual and 
Temporal, but he ftiould fubmit it to the com- 
inittee. He called for the order of the day, which 
wasf, that the houfe refolye itfelf into a committee 
bn the ftate of the nation. 

Lord Longford remarked upon the great deli- 
beration which the importance of the fubjeft be- 
fore theiu required, and moved that the order of 
the day be drferted until Tu«Sfday next. 

The Lord Chancellor role upon the fame prin- 
ciple ; it was, he faid, one of the moft moment 
tons and affefting matters which, could in the 
nature of things come before the houfe ; everjr 
ftrrng valiiable was at ftake, their connexion 
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with the filler kingdom ; and therefore they 
Ihould not aft haftily ; the fpeech from the 
throne informs us that a malady incapacitates 
our Sovereign, documents are promifed and are 
laid before us, and before we have time to con- 
fider them,an addrefs comes from the other houfe 
pledging them to inveft the Prince of Wales with 
the executive government. He premifed that 
this Ihould not be a queftion of party, and that it 
required every degree of confideration ; he would 
alk what degree of confideration it had received ? 
or if it had received any confideration at all ? 
what precedents were laid before the houfe? 
not one ! a committee o^ght to have been ap- 
pointed iQ ^ fearch for precedents when a King 
had been incapacitated by infirmity or other- 
wife, and to lay them before the hoiife — this had 
been done in England; and the precedents 
wanted were to be found in the rolls of parlia- 
ment, and in private hiftory, he4ield a number of 
them in bis hand which applied to the cafe ; they 
ftiould examirie as well what occurred in their 
country as in England. He fpoke of the addrefs 
obliquely as coming from a faftion in another 
country, whofe meafures we were always in- 
clined to adopt ; he mentioned what mifery and 
npafchief.arofe from an inclination to this faftion ; 
when unconne&ed with it we became a great and 
commercial nation, the queftion ought not to be, 
who will be Minifter ? but what way fhall we 
beft provide, for the public good. In England, 
whofe proceedings he applauded, decency and 

deliberation 
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deliBeratiom obtained ; they pf oceeded ftep by 
ftep. The proper mode to appoint the Pririce 
Regent was by bill not addtefs ; it ihould be by 
an aft of the legiflattire, and not by an aft of the ' 
two houfes ; here he went upon new ground. 
He faid he difapproved of the plan oflFered ; the 
idea fliould be to requeft the Prince of Waks to 
aflift his father in the government, and not 16 
take it upon him ; there can be no incapacity in 
the Kiiig ; he Ihoufd therefore aft only in th^ 
name-and for the King ; he fat down after recapi- 
tulating his arguments. 

Lord Portarlington diflfered in opinion with the 
twolaft noble lords; he faw no neceflity for delay. 
What argument had been offered in its favour he 
conceived to have 1^0 weight, they were defired 
to wait until they had perufed the documents oii 
the table, thefe was not a noble lord in the houfe 
ignorant of a fy liable of their contents, when they 
offer that as a reafon ? again they were told to. 
look for precedents ; he difclaimed the idea of 
looking for precedents in the earlier paths of the 
Englifh hiftoVy. The journals of the Britifh par- 
liament had been ranfacked for precedents al- 
ready, and yet not a fingle one could be found 
that applied to the cafe ; the only inftance that 
have the colour of fimilarity w;as that of Henry 
VI. and there it is exprefsly faid, that the Re- 
gency fhall continue during the minority of the 
Prince of Wales ; now did hot this imply 
fttongly, that if the Prince was of age he yvzs the 
M 2 pfefufiiptive 



i64 THEPOLITICAL 

prcfumptive Regent ? His Lordftiip concluded 
by faying, that the preffing necejflity of the cafe, 
and its obvious importance required every dif- 
patch. 

The Duke of Leinfter rofe, and with fome de- 
gree of heat, refented the expreffion which had 
fallen from the Chancellor relative to faflion 
and ftruggling for places ; it was indecent and 
unparliamentary to affert that the Irifti Houfe of 
Commons a6led from fadlious purpofes. I don't 
care, fays he, who is Minifter — or who is not. 

The Lord Chancellor explained, that he aU 
ludedto fadlions in England only. 

The Duke of Leinfter continued. Did not the 
noble Lord affert, that we were in a habit of adopt- 
ing the meafures of an Englifti fadion ? I deny it. 
Was the condud of the Irifh parliament on the 
reprobated commercial propofitiorisaproof ofit> 
no, they then a6ted with that independency 
which now charadierifes their conduft. For my 
part, I am not connected with any Englifh party ; 
I fpeak as an Irifhman on this great queftion, as 
an honeft independent Irifhman, who loves the 
prince, and re,fpe6ls the confiitution; too much 
time has tranfpired already to admit of further 
delay. The addrefs calls upon the prince and 
no more, to know whether he will take upon him 
the executive government ? If you appoint him 
Regent;, as I trufl; in God you will, he will be 

prepared 
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prepared to accept the office, he will have a faffi- 
^ eient notice of our intention by the addrefs. The 

idea is not that his Royal Highnefs fhall by the 
' faft itfelf immediately exercife the fundions of 

[ Regent, it may be followed up by a bill. He 

I again difclaimed the notion of fafiion and party : 

* he was fure no noble Lord aded under fuch vile 

I principles or impreflions. He appealed to the 

1 memory of the houfe for his own conduft ; he 

had voted with, and he had voted againft admi- 
niftrations ; he never had but one idea upon the 
fubjed, which was to fupport them when right; 
and to oppofe them when wrong. He was for the 
earlieft minute to determine the important bufi- 
, . nefs before them, as to precedents he muft fay, 

that they would be ufelefs as they were diflirai- 
lar to the point before them ; befides the pecu- 
liar fituatiou of the country called for difpatch ; 
after the 25th of March, we fhall have an army 
ungoverncdby law, no provifion would be made 
for payment of the public creditors. In England, 
a day .or two would be fufficient to complete an 
a<ft of legiflaiion — here it depended on circum- 
flances on the winds and tides, and therefore we 
would aft wifely to guard againfl dangers arifing 
from thefe cafualties. 

Lord Bellamont ordered the addrofs to be read, 

and iaid he would meet it fairly and fully ; he 

would oppofe it, becauft there were objeftions 

to it which rendered it inadmifTible ; it was 

founded upon an afTumpttpa of authority which 

the 
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the houfe did not of tight poffefs ; it was a vio- 
lation of the original coinpaft, fubverfive of the 
conftitution, and he would prove it fo by the 
rules of civil fociety, by common ftatute law ; it 
would begin in folly and end in diftra&ion ; it 
>yould caufe a commercial chaos which would 
be the ruin of the country. His lordftiip's opi- 
nions and arguments were — that the King of 
Great Britain was ipfo faSo King of Ire- 
land ; he quoted th^ a£l of annexation and fe- 
cond of (Queen Anne, to prove his pofition, and 
contended that the a£l of 8z (Mr. Yelvertoiji'^ 
bill)' did not do it away, for that d|d not alter, 
it only reftored the conftitution. 

Lord Glandore mentioned, tha.ttbe grand pyin- 
^iple upon which the houfe fhould proceed, would 
be of rendering pur conneflion with Great Bri-. 
tain beneficial ; without an union of the two 
Crowns Ireland muft be in a very difagreeable 
fituation. If he underftood any thing of our con- 
ftitution, it was, that although Ireland was inde- 
pcndept, yet ftie depended upon the Englifh 
Crown, and not upon the perfon of the King for 
her executive government. This be thought was 
evident by the aft of annexation, by that which 
recognizes William and Mary, and by the adl of 
82, which has been fo often mentioned, and he 
thought it not derogatory to Irilh independence, 
or the Irifh conftitution. He ftated the great dif- 
ference which exifted between the fuiiation of 
Iteland and Scotland^before the aft of union ; 

our 
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our conneflion with England was founded upon 
our own laws, the connexion of Scotland was ac- 
cidental, and had no other tie than that of the 
two kingdoms being governed by the fame com- 
mon fovereign ; and it was a matter of doubt 
when the Scots parliament paffed an aft exclu- 
ding the Princefs Sophia whether there would 
not be a total reparation of the kingdoms, or they 
had gone fo far as to declare that the two crowns 
fhould not in future be worn by the fame per- 
fon ; to avert the impending dangers was the ob- 
jed of the union between the two countries, 
which was brought about by the Duke of 
Queenfbury and other high charafters who 

^ dreaded the confequences. Were Scotland then 
fituated as Ireland now is, there would have been 

• no neceffity whatever for this aft ; he was for 
deferring the order of the day until Tuefday. 

Lord Farnham faw no neceffity for poftponing 
tlie order of the day. It did not follow that the 
moment they entered into the bufinefs they were 
bound to come to an immediate conclulion ; and 
as to the magnitude of J:he fubjeft, he thought 
that the ftrongeft argument for entering upon it 
fpeedily. 

Lord Earlsfort faid, that he trufted what he 
had to fay would not be imputed to a vanity of 
attachment to his King, he meant merely to dif- 
charge his duty as a member of the houfe, and 
he was happy to find, that the fubjeft promifed 

to 
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to be difcuffed by arguments, and not numbers. 
He faid that the Prince of Wales was the moft 
proper, if not the only proper perfon to be ap- 
pointed to the Regency, and he further thought 
that he Ihouldbe appointed without reftriAions 
or limitations, for his opinion was, that the 
crown and government Ihould go together , an d 
that when the Prince ftretched his hands to prop 
the diadem, all the finews of the ftate fhould be 
exerted to give it ftrength j this was hjs unqua- 
lified and decided opinion, thought it was a 
fubjeft upon which he fpoke with reludlance. — 
He did not wifti for limitations and reftriftions, 
becaufe he knew that the prerogative of the 
crown were granted for the benefit of the peo- 
ple, and if they were taken away, fo much 
popular advantage would be taken off, he did 
not wifti either that the fountain of honour, 
which was the great fpring of merit to* be 
choaked up, there exifted no caufe foi; fuch a 
Tueafure in this country ; if we altered the plan 
which plain fenfe prefcribed for us, he hoped 
we would not alter it in an ungracious manner, 
particularly in the illuftrious perfon of thci 
Prince of Wales, of whofe virtues, talents and 
accompliftiments, he profeflfcd to have an high 
opinion ; he had no idea of prefeniing him a 
crown in one hand, and bold reftriftions in the 
other. Here his lordlhip looked to the charafter 
of Mr. Pitt, and if no other reafon was offered, 
he faid he would rely upon it for the juftice of 
the proceedings in another country. He conti- 
nued 
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xiued to fpeak gf Mr. Pjtt'in ftrains of the warra- 
eft culogiurii ; fald he had refcued the empire 
from uiujculiy, if not ruin ; while other nations 
were obfcured in the fliadow of the fhade he had 
thrown over them, he inftanced Germany and 
\ Ruffia, diftraSecl by anarchy, and confidered 

^ Pvlr. Pitf, that dignified character, as a comet 

•which blazed as it retired, as a fixed ftar which 
fhone more fplendid at the greateft diftance from 
the fun ; he predifled that his evening would 
be brighter than his morning. His r^fti:i6tions 
were reftriftions of wifdom and neceflity, but 
they did not apply to this country, where th<ere 
was no poflible argument for any limitations 
than thofe which its laws and the conftitution 
had already impofed upon the executive govern- 
ment. Here, fays his lordfliip, I ft op. 

And as to the addrefs before you, I will fay 
it now that I think it premature, unwarranted 
and illegal, and that confiftent with my allegi- 
ance as a fubjeft, and by oath as a privy coun- 
fellqr, I cannot aflent to it, I fay it is premature, 
becau fe without any fpecies of evidence duly 
confidered, you are about to proceed in. Much 
had been faid about the aft of annexation ; it 
was undoubtedly juft that the crown fhould be 
united, and as no danger of injury could arife, 
it would be wife and prudent to wait firft the de- 
cifion of England, the apprehenfion of evil from 
the danger of delay is unfounded^ a week would 
"" ^ be 
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be as adequate to the purpofe as three months ; 
if there was to be an union of the executive 
powers, how could we tell where the Englilh 
exaftive powers lay ? — ^^whether in the King or 
in the Prince } we muft wait for the event, or 
advance prematurely : as the unfuccefsful ma- 
giftrate was applauded for not having defpaired 
of the common- wealth at the worft of times; 
he hoped he would not be condemned for hop- 
ing with fogood a profpeft before him, that; the 
King would again recover, for this reafon a 
little time was neceflary to deliberate whether 
they could reconcile with common fenfe the re- 
folutions of the Commons. He proceeded to 
prove it unwarrantable by faying there were 
cafes of perfeft analogy, and quoted the 5th of 
his prefent Majefty, and the 24th of his late Ma- 
jefty ; the only difference he faid was,, that the 
Prince of Wales was then a minor, and now the 
King is incapable ; the King is now in the fitua-i 
tion in which the Prince was then. 

. Did the houfes proceed by addrefs ? no : but 
by bill, and they prefcribed an oath which is 
not now done, but which is necefTary for the 
fecuriiy of both clergy and laity ; an oath fo far 
from beiog derogatory,* muft be honourable to 
the prince ; his Royal Father has taken it before 
him ! what I will you not allow that it is unwar- 
rantable to take the Government out of tlie. 
King's bauds in three days, when three, months, 
have been employed in England for the purpofe, 

and 
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and k is not yet completed? -He proceeded to* 
prove the meafure iHegal, on the ground of 
Lord BfUamopt, and becaufe there -was no ne- 
ceflity for it, and becaufe no oae knew of what 
duration the King's illnefs might be, he con- 
cluded by {ayingi that his motive was to dif- 
charge his duty ; and if ever he Ihould obtain 
accefs to the prince of Wales, whom he efteem- 
ed, be would tell him that he had difcharged 
the duty of a Lord Chief Juftice to his mafter ; 
he would reafon with him and tell him to make 
the cafe his own ; be would tell him, I fup- 
pofe you a father, and fuppofe you have a fon ; 
I fupported your rights againft claims, that had 
been made for your heir, and I would afk him 
as a King, whether I had difcharged my duty as 
a man, and afted up to my allegiance as a fub- 
jeft ? He would vote againft the addrefs when- 
ever it came forward, and was therefore for 
the poftponement. 

Lord Tyrone fpoke of the political neceffity 
there exifted for an Union of the Crowns, and 
thinking' that the addrefs would Idc a feparation - 
of them he was againft it ; he acknowledged 
that his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales 
alone fhould be appointed Regent, and without 
reftridions or limitations; but he was for mak- 
ing that appointment in the moft conftitutional 
manner, which was by bill, and he was therefore 
againft the addrefs. 

Lord 
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Lord Dunfany fpurned the idea of it bein^ 
neceflary to wait for the proceedings of England 
as a model ; it went to imprefs a degrading infe- 
riority upon Ireland in the fcale of nation^, 
which was impolitic and unjuft ; he was there- 
foi:e againft delay, and for the addrefs. 

Lord Hillborough fpoke, but in a very low 
voice ; the purport of his fpeech was, that he bad 
doubts before he came to the houfe upon the 
fubjeft before them, and what he heard in the 
debate had raifed further doubts in his mind ; 
he therefore was of/ opinion, that more time was 
neceflary to inveftigate the bufmeis, and would 
vote for the poftponeraent. 

Archbiftiop of Calhel rofe, and faid, I am 
aftoniflied, my lords, to hear a poftponment of 
the order of the day wiftied for. Why did you 
refolve yourfelves, to go this day into a com- 
mittee on one of the moft important and affed- 
ing fubje6ls that ever came before parlian^ent, 
if you were difpofcd to avoid it ? I revere the 
forms of parliament, and therefore it is I a(k 
you, why did you refolve ? You appointed a 
diftant day to afford time for an ample difcufli- 
on, and now you labour by every little means to 
defeat your own end ; you go into a fubjed not 
by any means before the houfe, and then you j 

endeavour to prevent us from obeying the rules I 

of parliament! What is to prevent us from 
giving the fubjeft a full and ample difcuffion ? i 

: ■ ■ ■. It j 
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It is faid, becaufe we are not fupplicd with fuffi- 
cient evidence. Let us fee how that ftands. 
Ou the firft day of the feflion, the communica- , 
tion of his Majefty's malady was m^ade from the 
throne, then followed the reports of his Ma- 
jelly's phyficians to the Britifh parliament duly 
aflerted, fince that we have heard a third report, 
all thefe have been printed, and they havje been 
perufed by every noble lord in the houfe. 
Were any further materials neceflary ? No ; 
and that they were not produced is no proof 
that they were wanting, but on the contrary that 
none elfe exifted. If the aft of the Britifh par- 
liament is the material wanted, a noble friend 
of mine could have produced it on the table 
[Lord Clanbraflill] for it has now paflfed what 
argument now remained for poftponment, when 
all fides feemed unanimous that the Prince of 
Wales fhould be Regent ? — And Regent without 
reftriftions ? But let us examine what has been 
the conduft of adminiflration upon this affair. 
Was it like that which prevailed in England ? 
No ; there the minifler came forward and 
avowed his fyftem of procedure. Was th^ 
fame done here? No. — Was there any plan 
offered for the fupport of the executive govern- 
ment ? No. Was there any remedy propofed ? 
No. And yet after a lapfe of three months we 
are told that they want materials ! The houfe 
fhould not be frightened v^ith the threats 
thrown out ; objeds had often terror at a 
diftance, which vanifhed on approaching near 

them. 
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them, and 1 therefore fay, that what has bcda 
feid relative to the infeparable union of the 
Crown, and the King of England being ipfo 
faBo King of Ireland is nothing but a bug-bear, 
and does not merit a ferious obfervation. But 
it is faid, v/e muft follow the fteps of England; 
Now if that were a recommendation co the ad- 
drefs, I think the noble lords who have oppofed, 
are bound to" fupport it, for there is an" exa6l 
fimilitude in the proceedings on both fides <A the 
"Wajier. 

The Engiiih parliament aiccepted the reports 
of his Majefty's phyficians as tefti monies of the 
king's incapacity ; fo did we ; the Englilh hou- 
ies formed a refolution, and it pafled declaratory 
of the circumftance ; fo did our Commons ; and 
it now lies on the table. — And you are called 
upon to follow the exampile of England in 
adopting it ; after this a firing of refoluiions 
pafled the Englifh parliament reciting his Mai- 
jefty^s malady, and praying the Prince of Wales 
to take upon him the executive government, 
fubjaft to fuch limitations as they thought pro- 
jfer to impofe ; liow every man in the debate has 
declared againft reftridlions, and if the addition 
of reftri6lions is omittad, the proceedings are 
precifely the fame. But I will ftate a flight dif- 
ference in favour of our addrefs, it fays — " to 
take upon him the government of thefe realms, 
during his Majefty's prefent indifpofition, and^no 
longer \ — here the Irifh is fo much wifer and 

moie 
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more guarded than the Englifh addrefs. Th^ 
Britifh parliament carried up their addrefs to 
the Prince toknow whether he would accept the 
offer, we are now about to do no more, (o that 
after all the matter muft come again before the 
wifdom of parliament, before the final aft.-— 
His Grace' faid, he was aware that it had been 
faid that the Prince might afterwards refufe his 
aflent to their bill ; he was perfuaded that the 
Prince had too much fenfe, too much goodnefs, 
and too perfeft a knowledge of his own intereft 
to be guilty of fuch a folly. He fpoke of his 
attachment to the conftitution and to his Royal 
Sovereign, whofe favours he was frequently 
honoured with. 

The queftion was then put for poftponing the 
order of the day, which was the trial of Jlrength 
in the lords, till Tuefday, when there ap- 
peared. 

Contents, 19 

Non-Gontents, 34 

Majority againft Adminiftration 15 

Went into a committee. Lord Ranelagh in thd 
chair, made fome progrefs and adjourned till 
Monday* 

On^ Monday February 16. The Duke of 
Leinfler called for the order of the day, whicli 

was 
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was for going into a committfc^ on the ftat^ of 
the nation. 

Agreed to* 

Lord Ranelagh in the chair. 

The titles of the feveral documents relative to 
his Majefty's health were read, and the clerk 
was proceeding to enter into the contents, but 
this was objeded to as totally unnecefTary, every 
noble lord having perufed them before, and he 
defifted. 

The Duk6 of Leinfter moved, that the refolution 
fent up by the Commons, which dedare the in-^ 
teiruption of the executive government, from the 
indirpofition of the King, (hould be read, which 
being done, he moved that the committee 
Ihould agree to the refolution. 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and 
faid, that he did not agree with the principle of 
the refolution, w^hich was^ that the executive 
government of this kingdom was interrupted, 
and befides, he w^ould oppofe every meafure 
which ledlhe houfe to proceed by addrefs. This 
refolution (he faid) pafled iii the Commons on 
the I ith of February ; he thought them too 
bafty, if not fomewhat intemperate, upon /a mat- 
ter which required fuch great deliberation ; 
their proceedings were grounded upon thofe of 

the 
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Ihc Englifti parliament, which are of a date fiill 
more remote. Kow if noble lords are difpofed 
hot to know any thing of public information, I 
cannot help them ; but it is a well known faft, 
that fitice that period, there hive been many and 
happy changes in his Majefty's health ; he was 
pofitive there was not a Peer in the houfe who 
was not joyful it the circiimftance, appealing 
therefore to the fenfe and loyalty of the houfe iri 
fo critical a moment— ^he would objed to the 
fefolution. * , 

The Duke of Leinfter declared, that no mart 
in the houfe had a warmer wifti for his Majefty's 
recovery than himfelf — ^but there was no docu- 
ment before them — no account of authority con- 
firming the circumftance ; it was not therefore 
the confideration before the houfe, they ought 
to confider that the executive and legiflative go- 
vernment were at a ftand — that all public bufi- 
nefs was at a ftand. Whai you agreed to poft- 
pone the queftion before us, until this night, you 
Ihould recoiled that it was to accommodate a 
noble Lord [Lord Chancellor] and to gite the 
houfe time for deliberation, the Commons wait- 
ing for your anfwer have adjourned, and proeraf- 
tination is highly improper. 

Lord Farnham faid, that when noble lords re-* 
fleSed upon the benefits this country had de- 
rived from the government of his Majefty, they 
muftfeel much pleafure at the information of a 
tecdvery in his health. But there was no iiifor-' 
N mation 
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mation before the houfe, fa ve the report of hi« 
Majefty's phyficians. He hoped in God the re- 
ports were true, but ftill there were no grounds 
for the houfe proceeding ; it was impofTible no- 
ble lords could fhut their ears, and therefore^they 
muft know the confequences of refifting the pre- 
fent refolution ; they muft know that the, com- 
mons had talked of a Ihort money-bill to coerce 
them into meafures which they conceived would 
be beneficial to the nation. This was better au- 
, thority for a6ling than vague report. He menti- 
oned that there were rumours of a very contrary 
nature— denying the fymptoms of convalefcence 
in our Sovereign, and bethought theboufe would 
aft idly in the extreme, if after the lord lieute- 
nant's fpeech — if after the documents laid on the 
table, the proceedings of the Britifh Houfes, and 
the refolutions of the Irifh Commons, they did 
not immediately proceed to fupply the defefts in 
the executive government. 

The Lord Chancellor again rofe and faid, that 
this was the fir ft ftep and ground- work of a mea- 
fure which he decidedly condemned .; he agreed 
with the laft noble i arl that the country owed 
much to his Majefly's government, why then fhall 
they proceed fo haftilyin confequence of a ma-, 
lady of a few weeks Handing ! Could they pro- 
ceed more precipitately if it was to get rid of a . 
government that had opprdTed them ? No ; and 
did his Majefty's^ government opprefs them ? No; 
but it gave them a new conftitution, and a num- 
ber 
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her of advantages ; repeating that heccmfid^redt 
it as the ground-work of the addrefs, and times 
differing now and the moment of its paffing, he 
Ihonid oppofe, but not divide the houfe upon the 
i-efolutlon. 

Lord Moiintiiiorres rofe to fay a word, and but 
k word ; he coincided with the noble lord who 
ipoke laft ; he confidered this as thefirft ft one of 
a building, the whole fuperftrufture of which he 
Condemned, There was a continued feries of 
c^onvalefcence obfervable in his Majefty's health,' 
which altered the ground of proceeding, and he 
WQuld therefore give his diflent to the motion,' 
referviDg to hirafelf the privilege of fpcaking at 
large, when the addrefs caime before the houfe. 

Lord Portarljington obferved, that they pro- 
ceeded cautioufly in agreeing to the fefolution, 
if it was confidered that the Engl ifh Commons 
w^ere not content with the firft examination ; but 
ordered the phyficians to be examined a fecond 
time, which corroborating the melancholy fa!<ft, 
the houfe was bound to prqceed. 

Lord Pcfy faid, that if the Lord Lieutenant had 
done his duty, did documents of his Majefty's 
cofivalefcence arrive, he would certainly com- 
municate them to the boiife ; not having done fo 
he would rathef infer that fio fuctt documents 
had arrived, than that he would have iiegledled 
his duty ; the Lord Lieutenant told us that fuch 
N J • further 
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fiirther information as he might receive, he would 
lay before us, now not having done fo, is it not 
fair to fuppofe that none his arrived ? Of his 
Majefty's illnefs we have the higheft authority, 
on the other hand nothing but reports, one ac- 
count fays, that he is almoft perfe6lly recovered, 
another that he is not, thefe, are not to be credit- 
ed, the only. official evidence is that on the table. 
He was therefore for agreeing to the refolution. 

Lord Portarlington went upon the fame 
ground, and thought it the duty of the houfe to 
fupply the executive government, 

Tlie Arcbiftiop of Caftiel was aftonifhed that 
any man in the houfe could oppofe the refolution. 
What does it aver ? that the executive govern- 
ment was interrupted from the indifpofition of 
his Majefly. How did our feffion commence ? by 
a fpeech from the throne communicating the 
malady, which was fo great, that his Majefty was 
Hot able to communicate his orders for the tranf- 
aflions of government ; then for the firft time 
lince you were a parliament you do not addrefs 
your Sovereign ; thus you admit the incapacity 
in every ftate. Government then lay document^ 
on your table proving the faft, they are printed 
and put into every noble lord's hands, and you 
appoint a day for taking into confideration the 
ftate of the nation ; but on that day you are told 
that rumours are abroad that give room to hope, 
that the time may come, when there may be no 

neceffiry 
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uf ccflky for any fiich enquiry. But are you to 
rely upon vague report, and when there is one 
to the contrary ? We all wifli for his Majefty's 
recovery, but would it be decent tofuppofe, that 
the Lord Lieutenant had delivered a fpeech that 
you declined to addrefs, that the phyficians re- ^ 
t>6rts were all mockeries to deceive? It is but a 
wafte of time, and as the fubjed lies in the next 
qucftion, I hope we ihall proceed. 

The Chancellor maintained, that the legifla- 
ture was not incomplete, that they might proceed 
rill the royal affent was wanted for the money 
. bUls, without any inconvenience, and mentioned 
that the Lord Lieutenant^s patent empowered him 
to prorogue or even diflblve parliament if necef- 
lary. 

The Archbiftiop of Caftiel ftrenuoufly denied 
this pofition. Without the royal aCTent the a6ts 
of the two houfes could not be law, and would 
remain to all eternity a dead letter. He hoped the 
houfe would not aft like little children, to build 
up a houfe which muft be blown down by the 
firft wind — he repeated that the two hotifes could 
not aft — and why ? becaufe they wanted a 
third eftate. 

Lord Farnham did not know what might b<3 
meant by the word parliament — but as a legi- 
llature the two houfes were incomplete. 
Would the noble lord pretend to fay, they were 

competent , 



j$* THEPOLITICAt 

competent to make laws? he was fure b^ wouL* 
not. 

Lord Bellamont was againft the refolution^ as 
leading; to the addrels. 

The queftion wa? put upon the ^efolutioiji^ 
and carried without a divifion. 

The addref3 requefting his Royal Highnef$ 
the Prince of Wales to take upon him the execu- 
tive government, was then read— 

The Duke of Leinfter moved that the blank> 
in the preamble of the addrefe Ihould be 
filled with " the Lords Spiritual and Teippo- 
ral." '*' * 

■ On this a debate arofe ; it was argued by th<| 
party adverfe to the addrefs, that it would be 
abfurd in the houfe to infertthe name of the 
lords fpiritual and temporal in the title of the 
addrefs — ^when they did not know whether they 
would agree to this matter— and that it was 
nfual to poftpone filling the preamble, if it con- 
tained blanks, until theiy had gone through the 
fubftance. 

The Duke of Leinfter then declined to pre& 
iilling up the blank until the merits of the . 
addrefs was decided upon. 

Lord 
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Lord Charlemont then rofe and moved the fol- 
lowing amendment, after the words " Commons 
in parliament affembled. 

We beg leave to approach your Roy al Highnefs 
with hearts full of graiitude for the many bene- 
fits experienced by this kingdom, under the per- 
fonal government of your Royal Father- to 
exprefs our refpedl for the means purfued to 
eftabliih the acceHion of the houfe of Hanovey 
to the Throne, which has fecureJ the civil and 
conftitutional liberties of the empire on a bafis 
which we truft will never be Ihaken ; at the fame 
time we beg leave to condole with you on the 
grievous malady with which it has pleafed Hea- 
ven to afflidl the bed of fovereigns, but we con- 
fole ourfelves with th^ refleAion, that we were 
not vilited with this calamity until your virtues 
w:ere mature to exercife that important truft, 
for the difcharge of which the eyes of all his 
Majefly's fubjefts are directed to you. We 
therefore beg leave to requeft, that your Royal' 
Highnefs will be pleafed to take upon you the 
executive government of this kingdom, under 
the ftile and title of Prince Regent of Ireland, 
with all the powers, prerogatives, and jurifdic- 
tions to the crown and government thereof be- 
longing. 

The addrefs was then read entire for the ap- 
probation of the committee. 

Lord 
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Lord Mountmorres declared he was glad that 
the queftion had thus at length come to ifluc. 
After profefling much induflry and refearch, he 
faid, that the only cafe which came near the 
precedent was the revolution, but did the lords 
and commons then proceed with precipitation ? 
No. They firft declared the throne vacant, and 
then proceeded to fill the deficiency. Judged 
Blackftone had! declared that there were hut 
three ways by which a n^ionarch could vacate 
the throne — firft, by his natural demife — fecond- 
ly, by abdication — and laftly, by retiring into a 
convent and fequeftering himfelf firom temporal 
affairs — one of thefe was the cafe at the revolu- 
tion ; but he hoped no one would aflcrt. that any 
of them applied at prefent. Why then Ihould 
the houfe call upon his Royal Highnefs to take 
the government out of the hands of his father ? 
;No one had a greater refpeft for the prince than 
himfelf — but, confiftent with the allegiance 
he had fworn, he could not afTent to the addrefs. 
He begged the houfe to confider what would be 
the confequence of a Regency — nothing lefs 
than a total change of men ajid meafures, of 
parties and politics, in this and the fifter king- 
dom, and he was certain it would not be f6r the 
better. He could not forget the adminiftration 
of that ableftatefman Mr. Pitt who had refcued 
England from depreffion to a ftate of glory 
amongft the nations pf the world — no advantage 
accrued under the aufpices of the Portland mi- 
ikifiry, nor could he forget the adminiftration of 

Earl 
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Earl Temple, fo advantageous and honotirable 
to this coamry ;, in which independence — and 
that great boon, the reft oration of the appellant 
jurifdidion, had been reitored to Ireland ; 
he faw no r^afon to alter his opinion of fo lauda- 
ble a government, if it were unpopular, he was 
pofitive it muft have proceeded from difcontented 
perfpns, from difappointed individuals, from 
jobbers and peculators ; he then returned to his 
eiilogium on Mr. Pitt, and inftanced as a proof 
of the profperity of his adminiftration, that the 
funds have nearly doubled— and as a contraft, 
mentioning that both the funds, that great baro- 
metor of public credit, and the purfe of the nati* 
on, had fhrunk from the Portland minifters, like 
the fenfiilve plant from the touch. 

He then entered in a moft elaborate prolix and 
dry detail of all the regen<5ies from the Norman 
conqueft, to the acceflion of his prefent Majefty ; 
lie merely read the names of the Regents, and 
the dates of the refpeftive regency, without 
making any inference ; he then went over feas 
for precedents, and found two in France, On 
the authority of lord Molefworth he aflerted, 
that when France had parliaments they aflerted 
their right to appoint regents, and ieven to 
change them by authority of the ftates, aind men- 
tioned two inftances, one in 1302, and another 
in 1 1 19, when the next heir, though of age, was 
overlooked, and another per fon appointed. In 
the fame laboured manner he proceeded to 

argue. 
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argue, that there never were inftaaces in which a 
Viceroy had been recalled by a Regent, but that on 
the contrary, the cuftom was to continue them 
from reign to reign. He wilhed to fee the fame re* 
ftriftions iaipofed upon the prince here as in 
England, and difclaixned, as a wild chimera, the 
ridiculous idea of abfolute indepeadence. He 
hoped we were independent ; hut never 
wiftied to fee us independent of our own laws ; 
he contended for the infeparaWe unity of the 
crowns, which the addrefs went to divide,, and 
exhorted the bifliops, by their oath$ of allegiance, 
v/hich they ought not to conftrue like lawyers — 
by the golden rule, *' do as you would be done 
by; to difcbarge their duty to their prince. 
Ejchortation, be hoped, was unneceflary to the 
noble lords, he obferved about him, who wore 
fo ii;any /efplendent marks of their Sovereign's 
favour; and profeffed himfelf bound by his 
oath of allegiance and his confcience, to fupport 
his King ; if unable he was willing to vote his 
proteft, and appeal to the unerring- fenfe of po- 
ftexity. 

He*'inflanced as an inducement, to hope for 
the King's recovery, the ftate of the Spanifh 
monarch, who had fallen into an imbecility of 
mind, and refigned the crown in favour of his 
fon ; when on his fon's death he refumed the 
cr6wn, and lived to the age of 70, without any 
defe£l of underftanding. He knew, that there 
were people, who whifpered — " Dont ruin your 
fortune, by fetting your face againft the riling 
fan ;~ but he thought the prince would not 

efteem 
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eft eeoi then), who were infenfible or forgetful 
of the favours of his Royal father. ^Ic then 
faid, that the fevemh of Henry had been alluded 
to, and declared wuh fome afpcrity, that he 
WQ^ld rather abide by honeft Chief Juftice Gaf- 
coyne, who adhered to his King, than by the 
bloated Falftaff, who adhered to the prince,, and 
was his flavlfh tool, ^nd the riotous corapanioji 
of his diflipated hours. He moved that the con^i- 
fideration of theaddfefs, might be further ppfl- 
poned for ^ fortnight. 

Lord Donoughn^ore entered upon a very fpi- 
rited reply. The noble Vifcount [Mountmorres] 
had his thanks for the diligence of his refearch ; 
but if he could produce no precedents more in 
point than thofe which he had adduced, the no- 
ble Vifpount's labours would only tend to 
llrengthen his convi6iion that none fuch 
were to be fouild. Ihe noble Vifcouut 
had endeavoured to ihew, that the prece- 
dent of the revolution did not apply to the 
prefent addrefs ; becaufe the firft ftep then had 
been the declaration of the vacancy of the throne; 
He would fet him right ; and reminded the noble 
•lord that before the convention had affeaibled at 
all, the Peers had addreffed the Prince of Orange 
to " take upon him the adminiftration of public 
affairs, both civil and military, and the difpofai 
of the public revenue." Here was a complete 
poffeffion of the executive government ; but the 
prince did not wiih to accept it under this autho- 
rity- AIT thofe who had ferved in any of the 

parliaments 
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parliaments of Charles the Second, were therefore 
called upon to meet ; and to them were added 
the lord mayor and aldermen of London, and 
fifty of the common council. This was regarded 
as the moft proper reprefentative of the people 
that could be ha<^ in that emergency ; and they 
concurred unanim6ufly in the fame addrefs voted 
by the lords, Upoh this the prince confented to 
aflfume^ $ind did a£lually affume the government 
long before any refoluiion had paffed refpeding 
the vacancy of- the throne. And he called upon 
this noble lord to recoUeft, that this queftion of 
the vacancy of the throne had been firft refolved 
by the lords of the Convention Parliament in the 
negative ; though they afterwards concurred with 
the comnions. But upon this one fubjeft they 
were all agreed from the beginning, namely, 
that the perfon appointed to the executive go- 
vernment, could be no other than a King, or a 
Regent with Kingly powers. This objedion to the 
precedent of the revolution being done away, he 
proceeded to ftate that the noble Vifcount had 
expreffed his fears, of a change of government 
in confequence of the Regency, and that his lord- 
fhip had fleclared that he could not forget Earl 
Temple's adminiftration. 

Lord Donoughrnore faid, he did not rife to . 
objefl to the government of that noble lord ; that 
he fpDke his fentiments without prejudice or 
partiality ; that he would confider the great fub- 
jeA before them folely on its own merits, and 
that the confideration of any individual, however 

Wgh^ 
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iiigh in office, ftirunk into nothing before its dig- 
nity and importance. He confidered Mr. Pitt as 
an able, and an uprigtt man ; but he could not 
concur with the noble Vifcount in the cenfures 
which he had been pleafed to beftow on the po- 
litical friends of his Royal Highnefs. He could 
not forget that a noble Duke, high in the confi- 
dence of his Royal Highnefs, and of the public, 
had reftored the conftitution of Ireland. The 
merits of the Duke of Portland did not ftand in 
need of his panegyric ; they were engraved on tie 
memories of their lordftiips, and their beft mo- 
nument were the records of parliamenti He ac- 
knowledged, that to the favour of his Sovereign, . 
and the reprefentations of that noble Duke, he 
owed the honour of a feat in that houfe. He 
could not forget his obligations to the King, but 
he owed it as a duty to himfelf, and to the public, 
on this great and morhentous occafion, to decidq 
from the diftates of his judgment ; and he did 
not fear that his Sovereign would turn his back 
upon him as an unfaithful fervant, becaufe he 
had fupported the dignity of his fon, and the in- 
lerefts of his crown. 

The noble Vifcount had been pleafed to intro- 
duce into the debate the charaSersof Falftaff 
and the reformation of Henry the Fifth ; hi$ 
Lordfhip might have fpared fuch allufions upon 
fo ferious and folemn an occafion* For his own 
part he could not join with the noble Lord in 
wifhing for reformation, becaufe he did not 

Vncyyt 
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know where reformation was wantiag.--*«-Tlie 
analogy which the noble vifcount had endea- 
voured to convey to their lordfhips, was mif- 
placed and indecent, and his infinnations ill 
accorded with the dignity of the fubjeft^ and the 
feelings of the houfe- 

The noble Vifcount had founded him fdfoxf 
opinion of a law lord in a^oth-er place, that a Re- 
gent could be made by ad of parliament only, 
and he thence combated .the ^ddrefs^imder their 
lordlhip> coixfideration as uuconftitutional and 
illegal. He differed with relu<aance from great 
law auiboriiles ; but the fubjeft before their lord- 
fhips, was, in his opinion, reduced to a very uar- 
/ow queflion indeed : the melancholy fituaitioa 
of their Sovereign too ^well authenticated, and 
now placed upon record by their unanimous re- 
folution. The eyes, and the expCiftations of all 
men turned to the fame auguft perfonage ; and 
the only doubt- appearing to be, in what manner 
they fhould inveft the Heir Abparent of the 
Crown with the fuU exercife of the fupreme exe- 
cutive power : for however the dodrinc of re- 
ftriflions may have been in the minds of fome 
noble lords, it had not ventured to avow itfelfy 
nor to come forward into debate. 

Two modes of proceeding had been offered to' 
their confideration. One of them. recommended 
hy the pradice in another country ; and the 
other fanftioned by the almoft unanimous aflent 
of the other houfe of parliament, and by the g;e-A 

neral 
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Bcral opinion and feelings of the nation* The 
mode by bill he rejefted as unconftitutional in 
its principle, and in its execution impraiSHcable ; 
and he adhered firmly to the proceeding by ad- 
drefs, as moft refpeftful at once to the prince and 
to the conftitution, and ^s, in his opinion, the 
only mode which it was poffible for them to 
purfue in their prefent fituation. — Ihe firft mode 
was unconftirutional, becaufe the two houfes of 
parliament could not make a law. The two houfes 
fpeak by addrefs ; a6ts of parliament are the lan- 
guage of the legiflature ; the full and complete 
legiflature confifting of lords and commons, and 
the executive power. The authoriiies of the two 
houfes are limited and circumfcribed by that 
very neceflity, by which in the prefent inftance 
they are created. And w^hat is the prefent ne- 
ceflity ? The fufpenfion of the executive power 
by the unfortunate malady of the King. And 
what are the authorities of the two houfes refult- 
ing from this neceffity The fupply of the exe- 
cutive power. It devolves upon tl\em as the re- 
prefentative body of the nation. But the moment 
they have fupplied the deficiency, theif power is 
at an end. It is not with them to declare the li- 
mits, or the nature of the executive power ; 
thefe are afcerrained by the conftitution alone. 
The two houfes may fupply, but they cannot 
aller the third eftate; they cannot alter the third 
eftate, but by a legiflative a£l, and to^ this they are 
incompetent without the affent of the crown ; 
Hud this affent cannot now be had by the King in 

jperfon. 
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perfon, or by • commifficn from the King ; nor 
can it as y/et be had by the only remaining 
conflitutional mode, the appointment by the two 
houfes of a perfon to execute the Royal fundi- 
gns, becaufe fuch a perfon does not yet exift. 

He did not kno# what might be done by 
fidions, becaufe he'was no lawyer. But fictions 
v/ere artificial things, and ftiould be left to per- 
fons (killed in the art — trqBent fabrilia fohri. 
Leave fuch artifices to fchoolmen and fpecial 
pleaders ; they are unworthy the dignity of the 
houfes of parliament. 

The mode by bill was theiefore unconftitutio- 
nal, arid it was impraftica ble, becaufe there 
could be no aft without the Royal affent ; and 
there could be no Royal affent, without a King 
or a Regent ; and becaufe this mode of pro- 
ceeding pre-fuppofcs the exiftence of that autho* 
rity which it is about to create. 

Having fhewn to their lotdfhip^, tjiat one of 
the modes recommended to them, was equally 
unfounded in principle and in praftice, the 
only remaining mode of proceeding, neciffarily 
claimed their adoption. But it did not refort 
to the plea of neceffity for its defence ; it was 
not as the bell of two bad expedients that he 
recommended it to the houfe — it flood upon the 
firm. ground of precedent and conftitutTon. 
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It visL^ faid that the name dT Regent was a 
iferm to which th^ common law wis a fttangtf . 
be rfeverenc^d th^ laws of his country ; but he 
looked upon the |)refent occaiion toanaiitho* 
Hty higher than the law itfelf, and he ^ppeal^ 
to the fpirit of the conftitution, when thoIc 
exigencies, afofe for which the delicacy of the 
law ha4 forborne to provide j and happily for 
the |Jrefent generation, they were not left to 
learch in the dock — the wifdom of their anctf- 
tors had furniflied th^m with an example — ^froor 
that glorioud record, from which .the King de- 
rived his titte to the ef own, and which confirm- 
ed to his fubje£ks thtit libertfe^sl and religion. 

The precedents oil which tie advocates for 
the Englifh fyilem principaliy relied, weJte takca 
from the reigns of Edw* III. Rich. II. and Hen: 
iX— on thefe he would only dbferve, tluit they 
were all cafes of minorities ; the heir apparent 
of this j^ajr was happily of fuU age. That in 
the iiiftance of Edward Illd. the guardians of 
the King had opened his way to the throne by 
the murder of his fithef : and in the unhappy 
reigns of Richard a;nd of Henry, they.wo^ld 
find at once the precedent df feftri^iotx, ancf 
their effeft-^the weaknefe of government aind the 
infolence ctf fa^ioii — ^the triuaaph of rebellion 
and the murder of the fot^reignv 

^ Two othef precedents have bate aien^iontti 
of a later date ; thofe of the Regency-bills of the 



late and the prefent King. But thefe precedents 
did not apply to the prefent cafe, they were the 
afls of the complete parliament, nnqiieflionably 
competent to every acl of legiflation ; not an 
attack by the two hoiifes on the prerogatives of 
the crown, but. the wifhes of the Sovereign, 
clothed in the language of parliaittent, and 
armed with the authority of the legiflature. 

From thefe precedents, one conclufion ap- 
peared to him to follow of neceffity ; that where 
rcftricljons wei^e intended, afts of parliament 
were reforted ^to;' where no reftriftions were 
intended, the mode was by addrefs — and thus, 
he faid,-wereth^y nominally difputing about 
modes, but really .and fubftantially, if noble 
lords would avow themfelves, about reftridir 
"ons,\ 

Look at the reftoration and the revolution, the 
two great precedents of your hiftory, and they 
will- ^ftablilh this doftrine beyond •difpute. 
In Ihe 'firft inftance, the fupreme executive 
wasreftored, and in the other it was fuppli.ed 
\by the two houfes of parliament, though; aflem- 
-'bled "btily in convention, 

Mn-the precedent of the revolution, it was firfl 

a grant of the Sovereigti power, and lafily of the 

crown iifclf ; and each fuccefllvely by the two 

honfes, without reftriftion or condition. — Had 

-life convention of that day no conditions to 

• - make ? 
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iiiake ? — ^The fate of tKeir liberties and tbeif reli- ' 
gicm hung upon that awful crifis. Their me- i 
raojrable declaratioil was at once a monument 
of .their moderation and their rights. Thcy^ 
made a folemn ftateraent of their grievances, and *' 
their claims ; but they did not attempt, to impofe' 
it upon the prince in the form of a law. Halving, 
fupplied the eiecutive, they wifely confidered 
that their power was at an end; and they dif- 
daine^d to dw^ even the liberties of the people to 
the invaiioa of the prerogative: . • 

There was a peculiar analogy between the 
pirecedent of the Vevolutibn and the prefent cafe. 
In that inftance, it was an ancient right reftored 
with a retrofpeft to the lawful owner — in the- 
cafe noV before them, it was a future right., 
anticipated in tbe perfon of the heir apparent of 
the crown faving to the King his political capa- • 
ciiy, and all his regal rights, whenever it Ihould * 
pleafethe providence of God. to reftorehimto 
the wilhes of his people, and to the exercife of 
the Sovereign authority. The precedents taken ^ 
from the minoriiies of their Kings pi:efented » 
ibem with an analogy equally obvious : and he 
congi*atulated the inventors Of the fyftem in ano- 
ther kingdom, th^r they had riot ranfacked the. 
lingliih hiftory in vain: 

. In the goyernment which they wifhed to efta- ; 
bliih, they would, be fure . qf-^jinding all. the 
•^^eakneis and inft^bility atiendant^n minQrities:;'*' 

• . ,. . O z " The 



Vf^ T K S 9 O X J T I C A I. 

1rh« TepMfei^taitdon of IVUjefty, hut tlie moekerj 
.ofkxni^y powQ:->-«and the Chief M^iftrate in 
leading-ftiingB. But he would not z& from fach 
precedents a$ ihefe« He hzd a jii& confidence 
in the prince, a^d in his adviiers. He preferred 
Irifh confiitutiaa to Engtifii party .~-And be 
ICpuld not add to the imbecility of a temporary 
^ectitive, nec^&rily weak in itfel fl 

For thefe rea&ns he concurred moft.he^rtily ' 
"vnth the refolution of the Commons; and with 
.every rrfpe6i for the opinion of a noble and 
learned lord, he could not agree with him, that 
the addrefs was *^ premature^'' becaufe they had 
declared to the public, that their King was inca^ 
pable, and that they had no eicecutive. He 
could not agree that it was unwarrantable, be- 
cauie it was to the two houfes alone that the 
nation had a right to look up in the prefent ca- 
lamity *y and it was their duty not to withhold 
from the people government and protedion. 
And he could not sgrec^ that it was illegal, till the 
glorious precedent of the r$tvolution (hould be 
erafed from their records. 

Lord Mountgarret fai4i that a principle had , 
been avowed, which went to bind this country 
to abide by England on this occaiion, and tdpre^ 
vent us a£ting for ourfelves— but the .ftrong 
holds of this principle have hec^ abandoned by 
thofe who have efpoufed it. They firft tell us^ 
tliat the crowns of the kingdoms are for ever an* 

n^xed^ — 
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«eted-~and that whotevcr is Rc^nt of Engird 
muft be Regent of Ireland, xn virtue of certain 
great feals-^then that you ought to wait, and not 
interfere ; but after all, if you impofe reftriftions, 
and proceed by bill, you are at liberty to make a 
Regent for yourfelves — and it would be good lit 
law ! This is a Q)ecies of do^lrine which I can- 
not comprehend — I do not like to ftand upon 
fuch ground, and will rely upon a firmer bails. 

It is a fadl of notoriety that the Minifters of 
England know that the friends of the Prince of 
Wales, when he affumes the executive govern- 
ment, win be provided for, and |)oflefs their 
places. To retain them as long as poflible, or to 
coerce the Prince, they affe6t a fear, and fhrug 
their^oulders, and Ihake their heads, and lament 
the dire neceffity which exifts of giving the royal 
afifent by commiffion under the great feal : this i^ 
no model for us, not are we, thank God, now 
about to adopt it. 

If I could perceive amy danger in proceeding 
byaddrefe, I fhould be the laft man in the houfe 
to adopt it, but I do not, and I will not negleft to 
feize every opportunity of promoting the ind^ 
pendence of my country, which I think this does, 
zs well as maftifefting our regard to our Prince, 
whom it is our duty to fupport, when he is op- 
prefled by faftion at his very door ! He was glad 
they had no lords of the houiholdto interfere 
with them, nor lords of the bedchamber, who 

Vad 
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had given To much alarm ia England., As to the 
perfonal 91 private property of the Kin^g, upon 
which an objeftion had been made, hq believe4 
we had no realbnto provide for its f^curity ; very 
little, if any at all of it, would be found in thi^ 
kingdom ; and he thought th^t thq younger 
branches of the Royal family might with the ut-j 
moft fafety confide it to their elder brother, from 
iivhom, whatever they might hope to gain, they 
could fear nothing to lofe. 

Another, objeftion had been made to th<; ppwei: 
grant e4 to the Regent by the addrefs, of creating 
peerages, appoiniing to places, and places in re- 
verfion.' He could fee no poffibility of the dange- 
rous confequence^ apprehended by noble lords, 
^JI(;)w is it to be prefumed (fays his lordfhijp) that 
the Regent merely will apply this power to gratixj 
ftrangers, when it is well known that the patron- 
age of Ireland is little more than fufficient to fup- 
port its. government ? befides the gratitude whict^ 
he will owe to us for fupporting him in this con- 
toil. .; • .. \ 

I fay, my lords, if the patronage of Ireland 
Were^ ten limes as great, \vc have [iomach for it 
all lie thought the idea ridiculous, of a future 
oppofition, in cafe the King Ihould be of capacity 
*to re-afcend the throne, and that nothing but civil 
war was to be expedied from the new do(3rines 
broached j the a As called for a liberal conflruc- 
tion. '^Did it follow that the Irifti parliament 
*" ' ' " * ' '.■•■* '■ ■ ^fftrk 
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\fere bound " 16/ adopt an ufu^p^f, if given the 
Bi-itifti Crown ? I fay, if an Englifti faftion made 
a rnan diflerent fro nrthe Prince of Wales, firft 
Regent, arid then King,. were we l>ound to abide 
by the ufurpaiioi;i .? no — in fpijte of the afts men- 
tioned, IP fwprds would tie. drawn in this coun- 
try for the Prince, where oW.wou^ hot for the. 
innovators. ^ 

He had heard the friends <^ the. Prince caHp4 
** hungry an^ needy :" it did jiot-. apply to th^nii 
all he knew was, that in England a njimber of 
diflinguiflied charadlers alwajs. aflqciate to carry 
on the government. In tli efe aflociations,-fide-t 
lity of attachment is the firft recommendation, 
and if a man ppcieSjd^ferts,;heTis for ever difre- 
garded by all. With fuch an honourable affoci- 
ation, the Prince of Wales was co9ihife£led ii pri- 
vate — he nobly fcorned the idea of abandoning 
them in public ; although ^If "he did, he mfght 
have long fince have pofleffed the Regency un- 
fettered, and in the plenitude of royal authority ; 
his difdaining fuch an a6i, 1 thiuK, for ever efta- 
bliflies his character as a geiitleinah and a man of 
honour. But it is faid he will make them his 
perpetual minifters ; we have no proof of that, 
if they aft juftly why not : and if they don't, he 
witt have the wifdom and fpirit to feek out 
others. 

The houfe divided on. deferring for, a fortnight. 

Gontent^ 
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M^'orhy 19 againft Ajjouuift, 

Addrefs received and agreed to, feUnlcs filled 
^p witb the lordu fpiritual and tempqral, to be 
ient to the Goiiimpiis for their concurrence. 

On Thurfday February 19th tho Lord Chan- 
cellor attended by feveral peers, and alfo by the 
Speaker of thji^Houfe of Commons, and upwards 
of fcventy members^ went up with the following 
addrefs to the Caftle, in order to be traufmitted 
into Great Britain : * 

To His^oTAL Hitrm^jEss 

aifiORCE PRINCE OF WALES. 

The humble addrefs <^f the Lords Spiritual and 
* Temporal, and Knights, Citizens, and Burgef* 
fes in Parliament aflerobled. 

V May it pleafe yaur Royal Highnefs, 

""' We his Hajefty's moft dutiful and loyal 
fubjeds, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, ancj 
and the Commons of Ireland in parliament 
affembled, beg leave to approach your .Royal 
Highnefs, with hearts full of the moft loyal and 
affe£lionate attachinent tp the perfon apd govern- 
ment 
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pieat of your Royal Father>to e^prcfa the (^p- 
eft ;^ad lEoft grateful feiife of the numeroni 
.blefCngs which we bav^ eojoyed uuder that 
illuftrious houfe, whofe Mcel&ou to the throBte 
of thcfe realms, haa elUbUihed civil arid coafti* 
tutional libenics upon a bafi* which w^truft 
will never b^ fhakeu ; and at the fame time to 
poadole with your Royal Kighaeik upon tlM; 
grievous malady with which it has pleafe4 
He^v^n to ^iGt the beft of Sovereigns. 

'* We have, however^, the confolation of te- 
fleding, that this fevere calamity hath not been 
vifitedupon us, until th^ virtues of your Royal 
Highnefs have been fo matured as to enable 
your Royal Highnefs to difcharge, the duties of 
an important truft, for the performa.xi^ce whereof, 
the eyes of all his Majefty's fubjefts of both king- 
dpms are direfled to your Royal Highnef^. 

^\ We therefore beg leave humbfy to reqneft, 
that your Royal Higbnefs will be picafcd to take 
upon you the government of this realm, during 
the continuance of his Majefty's prefent indifpo- 
fitiqn, 5^nd no longer; and under the ftile and 
title of Prince Regent of Ireland, in the name 
and on thebehalf of his Majefiy, to e^ercife and 
adminifter, according tp the laws and conftltu- 
won of this kingdom, all regal powers, jurif- 
didlions, and prerogatives, to the Crown and 
Government thereof belonging-."' 

The 
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■Hie lords 'being returned, iiid the Lord Chanl 
cdlor Having taken his feat on the' woolfack, 
he informed- the houfe' that having waited upon 
hfs Exeetldiicy the ' Marquis of Buckingham, 
with- the addfdftto his -Royal Highnefs the 
Princ?e' of Wales, agreed to by both houfes, his 
Excelleacy declittecl to take chared of the fame, 
tod iu. anfw^f delivered the /oUowin^ words 
from a. writteir paper, 

"Under the impreffions which I feel of m^ 
officfal'duty, aiid 'of the '^^K' I 'hive taken as 
Chief Governor of Ireland, I, am obliged to de- 
cline tranfraitti'ng this ^ddr^fs into Gfeat-Bn^ 
tain ; fori ^^annotconfider.:injfeIf warranted to 
lay before thePrince of Wales an addrefs, pur- 
porting to inyeft his Royal Highnefe with pow- 
er* to take upon him the government of thi& 
realm before he fliall be enabled I^y lawf fo to do." 

^ On Friday, February' 20. The ciiancellpr 
having taken tlie woolfack, and" the order of the 
day being moT>-ed and read, ' 

The Duke of Leinfter rofe;.and after a hand-^ 
fome prefatory fpeech moved a refolution to the 
following purport : 

Refolved, «:That the Lord Lieutenant having 
'5. declined. to mnfmitthe -jiddrefs of the two. 
« Houfes of Parlianient,- to W#-Uoyal Highiefs 
" George Auguftus Prince of Wales, requefting 

. " him 
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"him to take uppn ^i^ the. executive. gfoverri' 
' ^' meut <jf ,tius kingd^mrrrtwo Members.of this 
** Honfp be^^pointed to coroj^rate with a depu^r 
'' mipp. from the Commofta^. ia ordfr to^prpf^iA 
" thp,AdcJrefsia (iyeforoir" ^/ . . . . 

This wi% oppofed by Lord Mountmorres,' 
^ho, ' alFtei * ibme argilm'ept, moved, in amend- 
ment, that the confiderafton of this queftion be 
poftBOUjed \fi\\ the jft of O^ober next. 

Lord Earisfort ^fiiid, he woiild not, after the 
fentjments .of 'th^e hpufelia'tl^ been declared by 
fuch Miefclddd''maj<>rltte^srgire *oppofition to the 
farther progrefs of this bulinefs ; yet left his 
fileuce ftibuld be conftrued into an acquiefcence 
of it, he muff oppofe the original motion. 

The Earl of Carhampton expefled. 'a motion 
would have been made to coiifider of the mode 
raoft proper for conveying the addrefs, before 
commlilioners were mentioned. — ^Your lordlhips 
have been toJd» that this addrefs, without a bill 
cannot }nveft.tbe prince with the powers of Re- 
gency,— ^ Are your commiifioners to tell the 
pringje fq, and that a bill is to follow ? But 
fuppofe fuqh a bill does not pafs, and that his 
Majefty immediately recovers, what is then to 
be done ? 

• Lord Portailington declared, that the objcfti- ^ 

pns he heard, ihould have been made Iq the j 

firft . ] 
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firft inftacce, as tb^ recovery of hh Majcfty was 
yet a doubtfiil matter j Gbarles the Sixth of 
JPrance, was afflifted with a malady fimilaf to 
that of his Majefty, w:hich^ though whh feveral 
intervals, lafted for 30 years ; as to tire unhappy 
one which affiiils .aur Sovereign^^ we have no 
authentic documents that can in the leaft watrant 
u* to ftop our pFoceedinga. 

The Earl of Pamham^. faid, a bill had been 
mentioned; but if we followed the esrample of 
Great Britain^ their Lords and Copimons firft 
addrefled the Pyince, »nd thipa broyghti in a bill. 

The Earl of Bellamopt fpokc againfl the origi- 
nal motion, and for its adjournment, 

The Earl of Tyrone faid, that he had. nothing 
to alter his opinion of the impropriety of the 
addrefs, which conferred with the Regency all 
the powef 3 of B^oyalty without any legal fan(£iion. 

The Lord Chancellor faid, that though a bill 
was intended, there was no mention of it In the 
•addrefs, and thought the Prince of Wales might 
decline accepting the Regency without the au- 
thority of an aft of parliament; nor will youy 
commilfioners, faid hi§ lordlhip, dare to promife 
for parliament, thai an aft ftiall he paffed for the 
purpofe — He was therefore for the adjournment 
f^f the bufinefs till Otfiober next. 



Lord V^entia thought the ftddrefe intruded 
oa the compact between the two kingdoms, and 
difrefpedlfttl to his Majefty. He did not, he 
faid, incline to the preitmt Miniftry from party 
principles, he had many Sfobl^tims to them* 

The motion for adjourning the confideration 
of the Duke of Leinfter's motion being put, the 
hottfe divided, 

Coments 17 — Proxies 4— — ai 
Not-C!ontenti 34 — . Proxies 6 ^40 

Majority 19 

Lord Portarlington the© moved, that bis 
Grace the Duke of Leinfter, and the 
Right Hon« Lord Gharlemonti 

be deputed as comnuilionefs of this houfe to 
prefent the addrefs of the Lords and Commons 
of Ireland to his Royal Higknefs the Prince of 
Wales* The motion was carried without a 

divifion* 

In the Houfe of Common^ on Friday, February 
20, Mr. Secretary Fitjzherbert moved, " that his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's aufwer to the 
rcqueft of the two houfes of parliament, defiring 
him to tranfmit their addrefe to his Royal High- 
nefs the Prince of Wales^ be entered on the jour- 
nals/* 



i 



Mr: -Todd Jbne§ faid, llebell*vifed.cf\*er5^ ^tfatlc- 
man who -then Kea^d hiM,4€lt the de^p'^ftocdaVic- 
lion that the conftitmion of the kingdom wa^thh 
dayatjiakei — -the chief gO¥eriK)r of this indepeiid- . 
ent kingd-om,: upon a folcma queftion, touching' 
,the executive branch of the legiflature, refufes to 
take cognizance of a rcfolmion :of the.-two 
other branches, formerlyv tcftitied to. him. by their 
refpe£live precedents, accompanied^ ^by iiotb* 
houfes met in full parliament — and upQji M^at 
ground w^s this reFufal ? upon his dafh-^th^t 
is, the oath of the • chief gc^V^ernor can ihJRtate 
with, and pronounce to be illegal, a folemn de- 
termination of the parliament of the kingdom. 
He repealed therefore, that the confiitutiQn was at 
Jtakey and that the J)e"dpte of* Ireland, and he 'as 
one of their repffefentatiV^s, *demk»ded from tliat 
houfe an adjuftment of that po\m. He aliened 
the Chief Governor of Ireland could not cuihion 
an addrefs, or any fokmn inflr^ment of both 
houfes of parliarfient—jir?/^ can^ there is ho confli" 
tution^'y and he forfndcd his aflenion not upon 
conftru&ion of a£ts of parliament, or parlia«fen^ 
tary journals, but upon the deduilions of com- 
mon fenfe, which are equally enjoyed by the pea- 
ftnt,.the lav^^er, the gentleman, and the prince ; 
which pointjf^Sut imrhedf^-ety to the Ifieaiieft ca- 
pacity, tltat iPthe Lords akiVi^mmoiis of Irel&i^d 
are not rpa*i%ioiii«; WitSftkiCbii realm, toievery, 
power bttt to the ^ill-i^Othe SdV€i'dgn,!chis king^. 
dom is governed by foat^^ates,- aaid. not .by* 
three — he therefore maintained that the Ghieft 

Governor, 
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Governor, not being Sovereign, but only his Mi- 
nifter, could not impede an addrefs of both 
houfes 5 and if he attempted it he abdicated the 
King's government. 

In his opinion, this was not the firft inftance 
in which the Conftituiion has been at ijfue fince the 
opening of this feffion — his Majefty's Attorney 
General, on a former night had advanced in his 
place,^ "That the Monarch of Ireland, in his 
imperial refidence at the Caftle of Dublin, could 
not raufy a fingle a6l of the Irifh Legiflature ; 
ivhich he only has a right to do in the Biritifli 
Privy Council." And now the Chief Governor 
^nd reprefentative of that Monarch tells us, in his 
fiaccy that he cannot recognize a,folenm inflru- 
ment of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and 
Commons of Ireland, affembled in full Parlia- 
ment, and that he is precluded from it by oath. 

This was an awful fituation, it was not a quef- 
tion of regency, nor parliamentary reform, nor of 
revenue; but it was a queflion of national inde- 
pendence and external legiflation. ^ ^' : 

... •■ .. -«J • 

Sir, faid he, we the people^ in filent anxiety, con- 
fide in our parliament, demand from her an 
-unimpeached conftitution, and await her deter- 
mination. .. . . ^' 

Mr. Grattan faid, the queflion he fhould move 
was neceflary to ground a proceeding upon, 

which 
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whichJiecsflky poimed out, ht fliOuld theifefolf^ 
ftroid all prefatory iDattef^ and move^ 

*« That his ^rcSellency the Lord Lieiitentot 
having declined to tfanfmit the addrefs 
of the two Houfed of Parlifljnent to his Royal 
Highnefe George Auguftus Prince of Wales, re^ 
quefting him to take upon him the jexecutive go-^ 
vcrntoedt of this kingdom, that a compet^t num- 
bed of the raembers of tlii« houfe be appointed tcf 
join the Lordd> and prefent the kddrefs in due fbrnii 

The Attoraey Oenejral defircd to know the 
parties number. 

Mr- Xtratu^^ ftatied hi« idel to be, that they 
ftiould appoint double the numbel- of the lordd, 
tod therefore it would be propter to wait for tbeil^ 
appointnienti 

The Attorney General declaimed, that be would 
give k a negative; for he was certs^in that thead- 
dreid would never enable* the Prince of Wales 
to take upon him the executive government, aad 
thtt it was fubverfive of the laws and conftitu*- 
don of Ireiajid. 

Mr. Grattaii tten moved, that Mr» Conolly be 
appointed to carry up their refolution to the 
^e Lords, defiring their concurrence. Agreed to. 
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Mr. Conolly returned With information, that 
the Lords would fend Jln anfwet by one of th6ir 
bwn meflengers. 

, After a cbnfiderable delay tlie queftion of ad- 
journment was vociferdufly called for ; 

Mr Grattan declared himfelf ready to proceed, 
iipon bufinefs vdthout waiting for the aiifwer of 
the Lords ( — Me faid that he did not think it ne- 
ceffary, after what had occurred to fay much 
on the fubjedl he had to propofe. It wais a vindi- 
cation of the houfe froni the afperfioii that had 
b^eh thrown on it,he approved of the adjournment 
yefterday as a wife proceeding, it gave room to sL 
folemn patufe, which would render more refpeft- 
able, motp aiiguft and efficient whatever ftepl the 
houfe might be difpofed to adopt- He was not 
fefponfible for any contrdverfy in which the 
Chief Governor might hive plunged himfelf with 
the two eftates, but it was their duty to examine 
his coiidudl witt the moft pundilioiis ceremony. 
As what he had to propofe was to ferve as a re- 
cord in vindication of the character of the coun- 
try. It ought to be fttMly guarded to be founded 
in law, and refpeSlable to themfelves, inftead, 
therefore, of commenting upon him who had for- 
got his duty, he would move a refolution which 
it was impoffible for the houfe to deny, and which 
if once admitted, rendered a juftification of the 
J.ord Lieutenant's conduft equally impoffible. 
P He 
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He then moved tbe houfe to come to the follow- 
ing fefolmion f 

" Refolved, That the Lords and Commons in 
addreffing his Royal Highnefs the Prince ofWales 
to take upon him the Gxecmive government of 
this kingdom, on behalf and in the name of his 
Majefty, during his pirefent indifpofition, and no 
longer, have exercifed an undoubted right, and 
difcharged an Indifpenfable duty, to which they, 
and they alone in the prefeut emergency were 
competent." 

rjCkhrviCy General- The refolution propofed, 
fo. avowedly acknowledges^ the pernicious doc- 
trines of the addrefs—rthat if gentlemen agree to 
it they lay tbe foundation of a reparation of the 
Irifti Crown from that of Great Britain. I truft, 
before they commit themfelves to fuch a.mea- 
fure, they will confider it again and again. I did 
not imagine that it would be neceflary for me to 
trefpafs. on .the attention of the houfe upon this 
l^%eft, but,tbe peculiar conftitution of this coun^ 
try, a^id ihe danger of a feparation of the crown 
oblige me to {late my ideas to tbe public. 

By the thirty-third of Henry the Eighth, the 

King of England is to all intents and purpofes 

King of Ireland, and the fecond claufe of this aft 

declares in exprefs terms, that any man, who by 

I, iHing or procuiing, or any other way endeavour- 

. ing to effedt a feparation of the crowns, Hiall be 

"" .. , guilty 
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I guilty of high trealbn. And why was this a& 

made ? Upon a cafe of analogy to the prefent ; 

I b^jOiofe Engliih party had been introduced into 

Ireland, and the houfes of Fitzgerald and Butler 
were contending for power. The intent of this 
aft was, that by making it high treafon, to attempt 

, a reparation of" the Crown of Great Blitain and 

Ireland, to put ^n end.to thefc contentions which 
had a dangerous tendency to it, and to infure a 
King to Ireland, whether one of the houfe of 

j York or one of the houfe of Lancafter fat on the 

throne. 

Let no mati tell me that you do not (land on 
the fame ground in the cafe of a Regency, as in the 
cafe of a King ; it is not the ring of gold about the 
Sovereign's head, that the ad wants to fecure to 
us; no — but a chief magiftrate, and to provide 
that the fupreme executive government ftiould be 
the fame in both countries : fo that it i^ evident 
[ . that the Regent of England mu^ipfofa3o be 

Regent of Ireland ; and to prove this doftrine, it 
is neceflary to ment.ion thatthe a6l of William 
takes a different phrafe ;• it enafts that the erown . 
of Ireland is infeparably annexed and depi^rk^unt - 
On the crown of Great Britain. * 

. Let me tell the landed gentlemen that this very 
' aft is the only fecurity they have for the confii- 

I tution in church and ftate ; it is the only bond of 

j union, and. th^y are not perfectly, aWare 6f the 

coniequences of cancelling It. Whei^ you talk oJ&^^ 
the people upon this queftion^ you lead the nation;! 
O z t(>.^:: 

. J ■ . ' 
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to the verge T>f a precipice-, I do not wifti to 
1 peak out i but let me tell gentlemen, when 
they fpeak of the people, tliat the antiemjjioWHt/ 
and gentry of Ireland have been hardly med — 
Jet nietm them^^t Ifiis very ft^^te was an zSt 
of public robbery^l^t not only ^fiififcates pro- 
perty, but enafts^ that the eftates of allperfons 
who might have the misfortune to be thrown out 
of his poffefiions, Ihall go to the crown ; before 
he would recover his property, he was obliged to 
prove his innocence; thus firft confifcating his 
property, and then obliging him to prove his inno- 
cence, which in many cafes was impoffible ; and 
th at gentlQHien may know what portion of the king, 
dom has been thus obtained, I will only inforni 
them that no other lands pay quit-rent. 

When we are called upon to requeft him to 
take upon him the executive government, and to 
come to fuch a refolution, I fay that if ever it fliall 
be recognized by the Irlfli parliament, the great 
ceme,nt of the kingdoms is broken, and the 
only bond of union is the difcrethn of the IriOt 
lords and commons — I fay, if they can proceed 
to legifiate without the Great Seal of England, 
then the only bond of unionns the^fcretion of* 
the Lords and Commons of Ireland — a principle, 
which if avowed, niuft commit the kingdom, and 
lEommit them more hotly than ever ; I fay, if the 
ftddrefs vefts the royal powers in the PHnce, of 
%^: /:t?VSa^ales, thatt the kingdoms mull inevitably becom- 
X;:^ ^itt^^ is not after twenty-four hours con- 

v; V ^^!i< . ' deyatioDr 



t:'r^%. 



H I S T O R Y OF I R E L A N D. aij 

fideration, that the houfe ftiould come to fiich a 
refolution. I utterly deny the competence of the 
Irifli parliament, to appoint a Regent for tbem- 
felves ; and notwithflanding what has been faid 
of incumng Skj^remunire, on a former nighty I will 
aflert, that By the fame rule they might have ap- 
pointed Lewis the XVIth of France to be R^ent, 
or his Holinefs the Pope, or the right hon. gentle? 
man who has made the motion. Could he under 
this authority aflent to a law ? No ; under your 
own ad you make the Great Seal ne<^fi&ry x6 
every aft of Icgiflation. I fay, therefore,iDy your 
own aft you preclude yourfelves jthis power, and 
1 deny that you have any authority to inveft the 
Prince with regal powers. When the right hon. 
gentleman (Mr. Grattan) h^d been alked whether 
the Intended commiffioners ihould prefect the 
aiidrefs -before the Prince had been apj^ointed 
Regent of England ? he faid it was impoilible :•. 
that the addrefs could reach him before 
he was appointed by the Britifh parliament j; 
here he acknowledged a difficulty— [Mr. Grattan 
cried hear ! hear !] that gentleman will do me the 
juftice to own, that when the real independence 
of the kingdom was at ilake, I co-operated with 
him ; and when the country was committed, I 
told him I would be the laft man in the kingdom 
to recede. J 

But ^' 
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But where is the neceflity of again commutiug 
the country ?— Why, if the Marquis of Bucking- 
ham did tranfmit this addrefs, he would be liable 
to impeachment on his return ; he afts only un- 
der an Englifti commiflion, and is refponfible to 
the Englifh government. What will it avail 
him to fay on his impeachment, that he adled in 
confequenceof the addrefs of thefe houfes ? On 
the Very night of his Majefty's convalefcence, 
we voted bis incapacity — arid we are now called- 
upon to*fupport this refolution, to furnilh new 
ground for cenfure againft Lord Buckingham. 
Did they know that he afled under an Englifh 
commiflion ?— that he was bound to obey his fe- 
cret inftru6lion3-^that he had thefe inftruftions 
under his Majefty-s fign manual — and that if he 
ventured to a6t contrary to them, he would ftake 
his head on the experiment. Without knowing 
any one of thefe circumftances, they were called 
upon to cenfnre his lordfhip for not tranfmitting , 
an addrefs direflly hoftile to Great Britain, and 
going to a feparatiou of the kingdoms. 

I know this idea has been laughed at, but I 
wifh it to make a juil impreflioa on the hoiife. j 

"Confiflem with thp oath he has taken, he could 
not tranfmit the addfefs. His oath fays, " you \ 
fiiall not confent to the difmheritance of the. 
Kia<r, his heirs or fucceflfor.*, nor fuffer the 

^ rights and privileges of the .crown to be dimi- 
xiifhed without certifying t^e fame exprefsly into 
Great Brit^a*" This is an aft to difmherit the ] 

King, 
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Kin^, and to diminifti the rights of his Crown, 
and he did right, by his oath, to oppofe it. 

He then denied, that ever they could aft until, 
a Regent was appointed by England-^— if any 
officer would dare to affix the great feal to an aft, . 
he would run the rifk of lofing his head, and* 
the misfortune of it would be, that the man 
would be tried by Englifh lawyers and judges ; 
what then became of your addrefs ? He con- 
tended t^hat to proceed by bill would be im- 
pracdcablej and that the Regent was only an 
office of trull, and liable as any other fubje<ft to 
the pains of raifconduft. In vindication of 
Lord Buckingham, he adduced the conduft of 
Mr. Ponfonby, who, in 177,1, refufed to prefeut 
an addrefs to Lord Townfhend, becaufe he 
could not, confiftent with his fenfe of official 
duty and feelings of honour. Lord Townlhend 
having the feffioa before accufe 1 the Commons 
of a great crime, that of infringing the King's 
prerogative. Did they cenfurehirn? No? but 
applauded him for refufing what he could not 
with honour difcharge. Why not then grant 
the fame liberty to the Lord Lieutenant? He 
mentioned his Majeily's convalefcence, and fup- 
pofed another exarniuation of the phyiicians 
might take place, which caufed the Regency bill 
to be flopped, and the commiriioners fhould 
meet iiis Majefty going to his parliament, they 
would be obliged to return with the addrefs in 
their pockets,, left they ftiould be accufed as 

traitors. 
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traitors. He mentioned that the firft and fecond 
law Lords in the kingdom agreed in his idea, 
and almoft all profefiional men. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he 
iQtift differ with gentlemen on both fides of the 
boufie f hfe would objeft to any thing that could 
commit the countriies ^ but he did not think th$ 
prefent raeafure would ; for he thought that the 
rights of nations* like the rights of the houfe, 
ought not to be meddled with. He voted for 
th^ addrefsy becaufe he thought it fufficiently 
guarded, and becaufe i% was neceffary to fupply 
the executive government, to which the houfes 
were fully competent j for he had no idea of 
miftaking the^^;^ of the Royal aflent, for the. 
Koyal aflent itfelf. But he was forry, that the 
refolut^on did not agree with the addrefs ; for it 
feemed as if granting an original and fummary 
power, and not one fubjedl to difcretion. As to 
the meflage and the Lord Lieutenant's refufal, be 
thought he did right to a6l up to his feelings.; • 
but if there was any thing in the addrefp equi- 
vocal, he ought not to pronounce againft parlia- 
ment ; he did not wifh to cenfure the viceroy— 
but his conduft in this inftance met his difappro- 
bation. He wifhed that the words *' according to 
the laws and conftitution of the nation " fhpnld 
be added to the reiblution, as they were in the 
addrefs. 
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Mr. Forbes obferved, that he coniidercd it as 
inturnbent ou every member of that houfe to 
entef his protcft agaiaft the arguments. advanced, 
and maintained by the right hon. Member, [the 
Attorney General] which united to eftab|ifh this 
dangerous and unconftitutional doftrine, that 
the Regent of England was de jure Regent of Ire- 
land ; he was concerned and aftoniftied, that 
fucb a doftrine Ihould originate in the IrijQi 
Houfe of Commons, When he recollefted^ that 
in the courfe of the debates in the Englifh 
parliament, on the Regency, our right to ap- 
point a diftinft Regent, independent of Great 
Britain, was generally admitted, after Mr, Pittas 
opinions on the fubjeft of ri^ht, had been 
adopted. ;?!H \ 

The arguments which had be^a urged by the 
Right Hon. Member, were f6tlri%d on a con- 
{lru6lion of the law of Poyniiig-*§> and the fta- 
tutespaffedin explanation of it |nd on Chief 
Baron Yelverton's a(5l; he obferye^that the legi* 
flature, when thofe afls were pafle^ had not the 
prefent emergency in contemplation ; the legi- 
flature in framing the provifions of' thofe laws 
proceeded on this^principle— *^ That the execu- 
tive power of both countries was vefted in one 
perfon, on-whofe head.the united Crowns of 
Great. Britain and Ireland were placed." By 
the provifion, which required that our bills 
ftiould be returned certified under the great 
feal of England, it was »ot intended that the 

J^ing 
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King of Great Britain fhould legiflate in Ireland 
as King of Great Britain — ^btit, as from neceffity, 
the King of Ireland always refided in Great 
Britain, and was alfo jCing of Great Britain. It 
was provided that he fhould affix the great feal 
of Englaq^d to our bills, not as the organ of his 
will as King of the latter country, but as the beft 
evidence and moft folemn ^uthemicatior^ of the 
will and pleafure of the King of Ireland, as to 
the paffmg into l^ws fuch of our bills, 4s were 
fent over for his apprpbatipn. He then adverted 
to the prefent fituation of the two countries, a 
fituation which does not appear to have been in 
contemplation of the legiflature of either country 
at any period till the prefent ; the King of Engr 
land and Ireland is rendered incapable by indif- 
pofition of exercifing the Royal authority ; after 
this incapacity had been afcertained by parlia- 
ment. -In England, the Minifter of that couur 

try declared, that every fubjedl had an equal 
right with the heir apparent to the Regeupy — his 
opinion was adopted by both hqufes — if the t wq 
houfes of parliament in England had this right, 
it was equally competent for the Lords an4 
Commons of Ireland, as branches. of afelf-exif- 
tent and independent legiflature, fimilar in con- 
ftitution and. privileges to that of Great Britain,, 
to . appoint any Tubjedl Recent of Ireland — ^bui; 
according to thp principles eftabliflied in England, 
the two houfes might reje£l the claims of the 
Prince of Wales— and appoint, the Lord Mayor 
cf London Regent. 

Doef 
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Does the right hoa. Gentleman mean that the 
two boufes of parliament in Ireland^ would be 
obliged- by any law to adopt y^cr^ a perfon^ as 
tlegent of this, kingdom, on the principle that 
the Regent of England having the dominion 
over the Great Seal of England unlefs the fame 
perfon is Regent of Ireland, all the fanftions of 
our legiflature muft be fufpended for want of 
that Great Seal. 

Is not this in efFed a declaration, that the 
Regent of England is de jure Regent of Ireland ; 
we are called on to facrifice the fubftance to 
the figns of our conftituiion, and to adhere to 
the l etter of ads in which there is no provifion 
ior tfiis emejrgency, and laws paffed to fecure the 
independence of our parliament are to be per- 
verted by forced conftruftions into inftru- 
nienis, for the eflablifhment of a moft humilia- 
ting .and dangerous dependance. Fortunately 
there is no reafon to apprehend that the parlia- 
ments of the two kingdoms will differ in the 
choice of -a Regent ; but if they had differed, he 
trufted no member of this houfe would have 
urged us to have facrificed the independence of 
our legiQatuie to rhe ufc of the Great Seal of 
England ; if the Regents had been different, the 
provifion of the a6t, which requires the Great 
Seal of England to be affixed to our bills — 
others have been repealed, the neceffity of the. 
c?Lfe would have juftified the meafure ; that ne- 
ceffity which had juftified all the proceedings of 

the 
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xhe convention at the revolnticm ; and what nc- 

ceflity could be more) urgent with refpeSk to 

Ireland ? we w'ere obliged to fupply the want of . j 

a third eftate, or all the fonftions of our legifla- i 

ture muft be^fufpendcd; and to effeft this pur^ 4 

pofe, we muft eitljer repeal the provifion of the I 

z6t refpefling the Great Seal, or be r^uced to a 1 

condition of the moft abje^i dependancc^ by ad» 

mitting the Regent of England dejure Regent of 

Ireland; no real friend to his country, could 1 

hefitate in making his option on fuch pccafion, ] 

Mr- Forbes further obferved, that if any embar* 

raflment occured in thi^ buiinefs between the 

two countries, they were to be imputed to the 

principle on the fubjed of right eftablifhed by j 

Mr- Pitt ; whict| was lai4 down in too extenfive ' 

a manner, though he agreed that the prince had 

not a right to affume the government, without the 

confent of parliament. He alfo faid, that this 

queftion of right would not have been agitatedT 

here, had not the Lord Lieutenant by his anfwer 

challenged the two houfes to the difcuffion, Mr. 

Forbes added many other arguments to ftregthea 

his opinion 

Mr. C. O-Neii faid, he rofe in confequence of j 

what had falleu from a great law-officer— whe- ' 

ther from a convi6lion — or reafons of ftate, he 
did not know. A great deal had been faid of 
the authority of two lords belonging toj anothei 
houfe, and very improperly ; though he agreed 
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to their perfoaal charafter, he fhould not fub- 
fcribe to their opinions ; it was a queftion which 
required not the knowledge of a great lawyer, 
but a knowledge of the conftitution. A great 
lawyer might be a powerful advocate for life 
and property, and yet poffibly might be deficient 
\h conftitution^l information ; on the contrary^ 
there might be many lord« in^the other houfe, 
from their reading and education, good judges of 
a conftitutipnal queftion, ahhough ignorant if 
they fhould die inteftate, to whom their perfonal 
property, would devolve. A challenge had been 
thrown Out to any lawyer to prove that the 
Prince cduld aft in the Regency under the powers 
granted. hira; he would accept it — and I fay that 
he can ; becaufe he a&s under the authority of 
the only powers that are competent to call him to 
the government ; and I therefore fay, that he not 
only has a right, but that he ought to aft. Rut 
it is faid.we may have a Regent hyJiSion^ which 
is another >Yord {orfaljity; I fay it is totally im-. 
poffible, without a violation of the conftitution. 

The great objeft of Mt. Yelverton's bill, which 
had been held out to terrify us, was to prevent the 
alteration of bills by the Britifti Privy Council, 
and nothing more ; it left the conftitution jiift as 
it found it, fave this amendment. It had been 
faid, that if the King was in Ireland in his Royal 
Caftle, he could not give the, royal affent ; he de- 
nied it ; the Great Seal would not then bei necef- 
liry as a fign of his approbation, and he con- 

fuended 
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tended that England would have afted like u^ 
only to enfure thieir reftri6\ions. Butthequef- 
tion before the houfe was, " had the Lord Lieu- 
tenant afted properly?" He thought he had 
not— he had prefunjed to fet his opinion agaihft 
the legal a& of the two hoiifes of parliament, and 
therefore he fliould agree to the refolution. 

EMBASSY to the PRINCE of WALES. 

A rap, announcing a meflage from the lords ; 
on this a difpute arofc, one fide contending for: 
admiffion of the mcHengers, and the other for pro- 
ceeding in the debate. It was at length agreed 
to adjourathe debate for half an hour, and to ad- 
mit them- The meflenger then antfoimced that 
the lords concurred with the houfe, and had ap- 
pointed his Grace the Duke df Leinfter, and the 
Earl of Charlemoiit, to- join with a deputation 
from their body to prefent the adJrefs of both 
houfes, to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
Wales. 

Mn Grattan then feverally moved, that the 
houfe fhbuld depute the following gentlemen, to 
a£l with the deputation fi*om the lords : 

Right Hon. T. GONQLLY, 
Right Hon. J. O'NEILL, 
Right Hon. J, PONSONBY, and. 
. ]\Jf. STEWART, Member for the co.Tyrone. 
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Mr. ConoUy rofe, and faid, that iii whatever fi- 
tuation he might be placed, he would aft for the 
good of the country, it had been the objeft of his 
political life, for 7 or 8 and 20 years paft — ^if he 
had not afted with the greateft wifdom— certain 
he was, that he had adied with the utmoft inte- 
grity. He had feen more diflRcult times than the 
prefent, and had feen the country committed ; in 
that fituation he had z&td to the beft of his poor 
abiUties to extricate it with honour — and if ap- 
pointed on the prefent occafion [this was before 
the queftion was put on his name] he fliould 
chearfiilly and readily obey ; but if he appre- 
headed there was any thing in it on the contrary 
h^ .would ft and fingly in the breach to oppofe it — • 
as he had done on a meafure he had formerly 
thought tejided 'to- that purpofe — he concluded 
with faying, that all' his exertions ihould be for 
the profperity of .the kingdom. 

The Attorney General faid, that fijice the 
addrefs had beqx voted, he was happy that fo 
refpeftable a charaSer was one of the delegates. 

Mr. O'Neill trxpreiTed his deep fenfe of the 
honour conferredi on him by the houfe — h^ 
Ihould accept it ^yith chearfulnefs — and he 
thought that we now appeared in the moft diftm- 
guilhed light in which we ever (hone, as an im- 
. pcrial kingdom ; and their proceedings would 
remain as a record of the ftruggles they had 
^made in favour of the prince and conflituiion. 

Mr. 
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. Mn Ponfonby exprefled himfelf to the fami^ 
ptirpofe^ — as did Mr. Stewart, member fof the co: 
Tyrone, both acceptiiig the truft with cAiearful- 
nefs and alacrity, .* 

The Attorney General declared, that all th^ 
dielegates had his hea*rty approbation; 

The debate Wis then refitmedi 

Mr. Browne, of theCplle^e, denied the prafti- 
cability of proceeding by fefill Ijiecaufe itmuft 
pre-iuppofe. the exifteace of the very authority 
they . oveant to create- What was done at the 
revolution ? King Willianrdid not prefs an a6i 
to make himlelf King ; no ;. nor did^ he after* 
wards : pais an aft to coinfirm himftilf on' the 
throne. Mr. Browne entered into the mjitterof 
the fubjeft ; but as all the arguments pro and c6n- 
Are already before the public, we deem it need- 
lefs to repeat them.3 He then glanc€fd at Mr; Pitt*l 
manftrous and inordinate ambition, he hal 
centered in himfelf ttvo places, the wprll of 
which was fuflicient to gratify the moft voracious 
avarice, and the ihoft afpiring ambition. He 
had fecnred the keys of the treafury, and the 
keys of the Exchequer. One of his relations 
te had accommodated with the Lord Lieutenan- 
cy of Ireland — another at the head of the arnly 
— another at the head of the Navy^ — another at 
the head of the Commons — ^the public patronage 
2aid trea,fure thus diftributed amongft hia friends. 

Tbi« 
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Thb U the man tl^at telU the fbuntsdns of bcu 
nour that they fliall not fiow^ %nd the coffers oi^ 
the nation that they fliall not open but to himfelf ; 
who tnttde the moment of power a moment of* 
plunder j who is fo gteat in his downfall that 
he tells his Prince, " thus far flialt thou go and 
no farther ;" who imprifons his wifhes ; who 
takes from him the power of patronage fo neceft 
fary to government ; who takes from him the 
power of reward, fo dear to every fenfible heart. 
vHe then turned to the queftion more immedi- 
ately before the houfe, and faid that the Lord 
Lieutenant had aflerted, that they called upon 
the prince to take upon him the government 
contrary to law, which was faying, the Lords 
and Commons of Ireland had been guilty of high 
treafon. Ko one eftate had a right to pafs a 
cenfure on the other j a precedent of it was not 
to be found in the Journals of Parliament ; the 
third eftate can make a refufal, but it cannot 
chide the other two ; it may advife, bat it cannot 
denounce maledi£tion or abufe on them. The 
conftitution points out the modd, and it was de- 
cency and mildnefs} if the King diflfeiited, ht 
did not fcold parliament^ or give an opinion ; hd 
only faid, " Le Roi s'avifera*^^ Why ihduld his 
deputy eiceed thefe bounds? tie condemned 
the Lord Lieutenant'^ adtifcrs, if tebad any^ 
for not keeping him in the b^ck gfound, smd 
with a ftiamelefs eSroiitery putting him in thd 
front of therliaje,ta joia ifluc with parliamenti 
<;L He 



t%S TMEPOLITICAL 

He therefore thought the rcfolutions neceflary to 
vindicate the houfe. 

Mr. Curran followed Mr. Browne, and was 
decidedly for the refolution. 

Mr. Johnfon was againft it^ fo was the Solicitor 
General ; but as the fubjed was before exhaufted> 
oflfered no new argument. 

Mr- Neville mentioned that a comparifon 
might well be drawn between the anfwer of the 
Prince of Wales to the letter of Mr. Pitt, and the 
anfwer of the Marquis of Buckingham to the ad- 
drefs of both houfes of parliament. He quoted 
the words of the Prince's reply, which were 
ftrong and convincing ; in the fteps already taken 
by Mr. Pitt, the Prince is filent. "Nothing 
done by the two houfes of parliament can be a 
proper objeft for his animadverfion." The mo- 
dcft, manly good IJenfe of this is equal to the 
whole tenor of the ]^rince's conduct, through the 
whole of this arduous bufinefs, where his filial 
affeftion has been as confpicuous as his regard 
to the conftitution. On the anfwer of the Mar- 
quis let every man make his own comment and 
comparifon. . ^ 

At length the queftion ;was^ put, and the houfe 
dirided— when there appeared. 

Ayes 
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Ayts -^ -^ 130 
Noes --i .^i- »ji 

M^'ority againft the Minifter 59 

Mr. Grattan faid, tKat ajftet this decifion> upon 
ivhich he congratulated the houfc, that, no mari 
Ivould fay their proceedings were illegal, or op- 
pofe the dodrine of lawyers againft the conftitu- 
tiond opinion of parliament ; or fay that the new 
lord lieutenant appointed by the Regent will be 
in danger, in order to nndermine tKe govern- 
ment. To vindicaite the hdufe he then moved, 

" That his Excellency the Ix)rd Lieiitenant's 
** infwef to the nieffage of both hdufes of parlia- 
** merit, requeuing him to tranfmit into England 
^* their, addirefs to the Prince 6f Wajes, wad ill 
" idvifje^d, contains an nnwvrantable and un- 
*^ conftitutio'nal cenfure oh both houfes • and 
" attempts to queftion jthe undoubted privileges of 
*' the Lords Spiritual arid Temporal, ind dfiHe 
^< Commons df Ireland." 

Sir Fi Flood rofe arid declared that althougli 
he had voted for an addrefs to the Prince of 
Wales to take tipori him the government of Ire- 
land without any feftridtions whatever and 
though he l\ad this night voted cordially In the 
glorious majority of 130, for aflerting the rights 
of the people, and the privileges of the Lords 
and Cottimons of Ireland, which he ever would 

<^2 de; 
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do, yet he would vote againft any ferf&nal ccn- 
fure upon the Marquis of Buckingham, becaufe 
he believed he afted (tho* erroneoufly) to the 
beft of his judgment, and acdwding u> his honeft 
confcience. 

The Attorney General replied, tljtat he had no 
idea of undermining the new goveMment ; for 
he never had any other opinion, th^i that we 
were bound to ol^y whatever Viceroy tBeEngliih 
Regent might fend over. He xomtA i& aft 
amendment— •* although this houfe cannot feel 
** the trapreflion of official duty, not the obliga- 
^ tion of the oath under which his Excellency 
•* was obliged to aft, and although this houfe is 
" not informed that his Royal Highnefs is yet id- 
^ verted with the Regency of England. 

The queftion Ijeictg-put on the amendment, 
there appeared. 

Ayes for it, — — 78 
Noes, — — — 1/9 

Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Conyngham, and Mn 
J^arfons. 

Tellets for the Noes^ Mr. Forbes, and Sir J. 
Blaqtiief^. 

Mr. T. fiuri^h then moved a further amend- 

meat to follow the word Ireland,— •• to appoint 

a Regent of Ireland without law, and before he 

was appointed Regent of England-'**' 

Mr. 
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Mf » Burgh th€4 de/clared there was ao man in 
the houfe entertained more refpeft for the perfon 
and great qualitiei of his Royal Highnef$ than he 
did, but he wiihed to inveft him with authority 
by law. The amendment was negatived without 
adivifion. 

The main qucftion was then put and carried. 

Ayes, ^ — .115 

Noes, ^ — *3 

Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Forbes, and Sir J. 
Blaquiere< 

Tellers for the Noes, Mr. Wefley Pole, an4 
Mr. Marcus Beresfbrd. 

On Monday, March 2d, the Speaker informed 
the houfe that a letter had been delivered to him 
in the chair this day, diredled to the Right Hon. 
the iSpeaker of the Houfe of Commons of Ireland,, 
which he read to the houfe, and it contained as. 
follows : 

To the Right Hon. the Speaker of the Houfe of 
Commons of Ireland, 
" Sir, 
" We have the honour to acquaint you, for the 
infofmationi of the Houfe of Commons, that, in 

purfuant 



purfuanc6 to their order, we have prefented thf 
addrefs of both houfes to his Royal Highiiefs th^ 
Prince of Wales, who was gracioufly pleafed to 
give us the eiiclofed anfwer, from which it will 
I appear to the'hpufe that it is our duty to wait hi? 
iRoyal Highnefs's further commaud, ' 

Your mpfi obedient, 
London, humble fervaiits, 

February 27, 1789. Tho. Conolly, 

. John O'Neill. 

W. B. Ponsonby. 
James Stewart.*^ 

*f My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" The addrefs from the lords ^iritual ^nd 
f* temporal and commons cf Ireland, which you 
: f* have prefented to me, demands my warmeft and 
"earlieft' thanks. '^' ' . \ 

« Jf any thing could add to the efteem and af; 
""« feiiion'I have for tile people of Ireland, it 
« would be the loyal and^affeflibnate attachment 
*' to the perfon and government of the King my 
" father, roanifefted ia the addrefs of the two 
f* houfes, ' 

^' What they have done, and their manner of 
^ doing It, is a new proof of their undiminilhcd 
« duty to his Majefty, of their uniform attach- 
** ment to the houfe of Brunfwick, and of their 
** conftant care and attention to maintain invio- 

« late 
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« late the concord and connexion between th« 
** kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, fo in- 
** difpenfably neceflary to the profperity, the hap- 
^' pinefs, and liberties of both. 

" If, in conveying my grateful fentiments on 
•* their conduA in relation to the King my father, 
*' and to the infeparable interefts of the two king- 
*^ doms, I find it impoflible adequately to ex- 
** prefs my feelings on what relates to myfelf ; 
' " I truft you will not be the lefs difpofed to be- 
^* lieve that I have an underftanding to compre- 
*' hend the value of what they have done, an 
*^ heart that muft remember, and principles that 
^^ will not; fuffer me to abufe their confidence. 

** Bat the fortunate change which has taken 
^* place in the circumftances which gave occafion 
*" to the addrefs agreed to by the lords and com- 
" mqns of Ireland, induces me for a few. days to 
** delay giving a final anfwer,trufting that the joy- 
" ful event of his Majefty's refuming the perfonal 
" exercife of his royal authority may then render^ 
** it only neceffary for me to repeat thofe fenti- 
^^ ments of gratitude and afTeftion for the loyal 
" and generous people of Ireland which I feel in- 
<' delibly imprinted on my heart." 

Mr. Grattan immediately moved, that a copy 
of the faid letter, with his Royal Highnefs's an- 
fwer, be entered on the journals of the houfc.— 
Ordered. 

He 



HeoWerwcJ, Xh^ his Roy*! Highn^f*'* anfwcr 
was BQt fiiAal oa tbe bu(iiaef$> k would be ^ pre- 
feat ujuwcei&rjr vid uirfetfiiaabk to ^wter mta 
any refolutions theirwa. 

Q« Friday, March 20. 
Mr. Gonplly, Mr- O'Neill, Mr. Steward, and 
Mf. W. Poofpnby, the copmiflioaer$ deputed 
by tlic lipufe to wait on bb Royal Highnefs the 
Prince of Wales with the addref3 of both lioufes, 
entered, and having taken their places, Mr. 
ConpUy rofe and addreffed tbe Speaker, 

*^ la inirfuance of tbe orders of this houfe, we 
IpAv^ waited oja bi« Roys^l Highaefs the Prince of 
Wales with the addrefs of this koufe, and had the 
honour to receive frpm his Royal Higbi^efs the 
following anfwer/" 

He t^a read his Royal Higbncfs's anfirer, 
which is aef follow* r 

" My Ix>rds and Gentlemen, 
" The hi^ppy event of the King'« recovery, an4 
f* the confequent re-affumptipii pf the exercife of 
** his aufpicipus government, announced by hi^f 
** royal commifliop for declaring the further 
f' caufes of holding the parliament pf Great Bri- 
" tain, ha§ done 4way the melancholy neceffity 
f' which gave rife to the arrangement propofed by 
**- the parliament of Ir^eland— but npthing can ob- 
** literate from my memory and my gratitude^ the 
" principles upon which that arrangement wa« ^ 

f* made 
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" made, and the clrcumfiances by which it was 
** attended. 

« I eM&iet your g«erou$ kifldaefs to hi? Ma. 
^jcfty'j royal family, »»d the provifiw you 
^ made for prcfoving the authority of the crowa 
' in ita eonftitutional energy, a« the moft ufeequi- 
** vo€fil ^oo& which could be given of your af- 
^fe^onate loyalty to the King, at the time 
^ when, by an affliifting difpenfaiion of provi- 
" dence, his Government had fuffered an inter* 
** million, and his houfe was deprived of its na- 
** ttral prote^or. 

^* I Ihall not pay fo ill a compliment to the 
•* Lords and Cowmons of Ireland, as to fuppofe 
^ that they were miftaken in their relianee on the 
** moderatiofi of my view^ aad the purity of my 
^* intentions. A manly confidence, direding 
^^ the manner of proceeding towards thofe who 
" eojt^rtain fentiments becoming the high fitua- 
^' tion to which they are born, furnilhes the moft 
^f powerful motive to the performance of their 
" duty 4 at the fame time that the liberality of 
" fenjiment, which, in conveying a truft confer* 
*' an honour, can have no tendency to relax that 
5* IHTOvident vigilance aAd that public jealoufy 
>* which ought to watch over the exercife of 
** power. 

" Mv 
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** My Lords and Gentlemen, 
*• Though full of joy for th^ event which cnablcf. 
'* me to take'leavc of you in this manner, perfo- 
'* nally, I cannot but regret your departure : 1 
" have b^d the opportunity of acquiring a know- 
^ ledge of yqur private charaders, and it has 
« added to the high efteem which I had before 
" entertained for you on account of your public 
" iperits— -both have made you the worthy re- 
" prefentatives of the great bodies to which yon 
" belong- 

**^ I am confident that I need not add my ear- 
" neft recommendation to the parliament and 
*' people of Ireland to continue to cultivate the 
** harmony of the two -kingdoms, which in their 
*^ mutual perfedl freedom will find the clofeft as 
" well as happieft bond of their connexion/* 

If the annals of parliament are turned over, if 
the private hiftory of this . or any other country 
is infpefted, perhaps in point of manly firmnefs, 
honeft gratitude, and delicate candour, the 
Prince of Wales's anfwer is not to be paralleled ; 
it breathes the language of a prince and a patriot, 
and will remain as a record to pofteiity, honour- 
able to the prince, and flattering to the parlia- 
ment. More than the fong of the poet, or the 
pag^-of the hiftorian ; more than the brazen mo- 
nument, or ftudied infcription, will this eflFufion 
of fenfibility coming from his own lips, perpe- 
Uiate his fame and his virtues, which can never 

pcrifh 
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periih but with the hiftory o£ our country* 
la confeqiience of the part the Ponfonby's and 
their friends adopted on this occa£an. th^y loft 
their employmems, amcmg the lill of the difpof- 
fcflcd,! with fmccre regret behold the name of my 
worthy friend Sir Jofeph Hoare, Bart* a gentle* 
njan who filled his ofiSce for a feries of years 
with the ftrifleft integrity and honour. But 
thefe gentkmen might have retained their places 
had they confented to fupport the Buckingham 
adminiftration, but to their immortal honour. 
let it be recorded they to a man refufed to do it — 
on the 20th of June 1789, letters patent paffed 
under the great feal of this kingdom, grant- 
ing the office and place of his Majefty's 
Chancellor and keeper of his Majefty's great 
feal iinto the Right Hon, John Fitzgibbon in the 
room of James Vifcount Lifford deceafed* I 
cannot but in juftice to Mr. Fitzgibbon's great 
abilities, mention that on the Regency bufinefs, 
he wa^ the only man on the fide of government 
who fupported his condu6t by argument. The 
3jft. ofjune 1789, gave us lords juftices in the 
)room of the Marquis of Buckingham, who made 
his efcape out of the kingdom. 

I hope I will be excufed for paying a defewed 
tribute of praife to two of our late vice Queens ; it 
iffbrds me no fmall ftiare*of pleafure to be able to 
hand down to pofterity the Marchionefs of Buck- 
ingham as a. lady— difiinguiftied for every virtue 
that can dignify or adorn human naJture, and 

'wer€ 
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were I poficfled of the eloquent tongue of a 
Burke^the Queen of Prance's beauty would yield 
to t\t almoft divine and too loyely dutchelk of 
Rutland, and I condemn the puhlic prints of my 
country for daring to traduce the loveliell &rm 
ever thofe eyes beheld, for youth, beauty; and 
innwence ihall, while I am able to weild the 
pen, find in mean humble prote&or and iincere 
aidvQcat^. 

The Marchic^nefa of Buckingh^^m poQeQbs 
every virtue that human nature can boaft of-^ 
affability, poUienef?, courtefy and cbayity ; flie is 
a perfe^ pattern of conjugal affedion and domet 
tic ceconomy, Her good cjualities endeared her 
to the Irifh natiop, and her mme will be revered 
as long as exalted virtue h held in eftimation. 
The Dutchefs of Rutland, was very young whoi 
(he came to this country, full of innocence, life 
and vivacity, and adorned with every beauty of 
foul and charm of.perfdu, that inftantly imprefied 
every beholder with enthufiaftic and refpcAfiil 
love. But with the fublime Burke I muft la- 
ment that the age of chivalry is no more, and 
with it that fenfibility of principle and chaftity 
of honour, which felt a ftain like a wound, and 
infpired courage, whilft it mitigated ferocity,' 
other wife the charming and too lovefy Dutchefs 
of Rutland would have been as remote from een- 
fure as fhe was from meriting it. I ought to 
apologize for digreffing from my fubjedl, nam 
hand hen^^onveniunt M^Jeftas et 4tmr^ ■ 

We 
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We received the Marquis of Buckingham 
with that credulous cordiality, that open hofpita- 
tality and all thofe lively expeftations^ peculiar 
to a generous and a brave people : at his depar- 
ture we felt an alacrity, the effeft of relief* No 
people are more attached to their chief governor, 
than the Irifh, until by his condu6l, he correfts 
eveiry tendency in his favour, and deftroyeJ even 
the fainteft fuppofitioa of his virtue. In his ad- 
niiniftration a wanton increafe of nominal and 
unneceflkry employments and teal finecures 
took place, and the fcandaloua^ barter of places^ 
offices and penfions. The p6wer of the crown 
was difiionourably abufed^ and difficulties which 
originated in indifcretioa were encountered by 
profiifion, and fupporfcd by extravagance. In 
a word the difcuffion of the fpirit, miniftry and 
manners of the Marquis would contribute little 
to his honour^ fiill lefs to hi^ reformation. Lord 
Temple enjoyed a momentary applaufe and his 
departure was fincerely regretted. Verres, the 
Perfecutor of Sicily, had public thanks decreed, 
and public ft atues ctefted to his honour by the 
cities which he had jdundered, and which after^ 
wards impeached him. We. have beheld with 
aftoniibment e^^ery man of jTuperior wifdorti, 
virtue arid confequence, profcribed, and a col- 
leflion of the moft impotent and irreputable 
charafters, compoling an adminiftration. We 
have feen our conftitution violated /1r ith impu- 
nity, atid we have h^ard the outcries of the Iriih 
nation negkS«d; if not contemned. ;But I atn 

rejoiced 
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rejoiced to fee the fpirit of Hiber'nia emerging 
from that pernicious indifFeretice which permit- 
ted men in power to betray them to their face^ 
and to boaft of their proftitution ; would I could 
fay that no memorial remained to remind us 
of the Buckingham adminiftration, then indeed 
would I have been relieved from the neceffity 
of railing this fmal/ trophy y which I have fome- 
what officioufly indeed, erefied to the fame^ 
of the Buckingham adminiftration and which I 
truft my country will be contented with until 
it meets" with more ample honours and a more 
fuitable elevation. The retreat of the Marquis 
from this kingdom, however neceffary and pra-» 
dent, was neither glorious nor honourable, and 
how widely dilTimular to tfcetriumphant departure 
of a Lord Temple, attended by the venerable 
Charlemont, and the armed citizens of Dublin, 
who manifefted the deepeft concern at his depar^^ 
ture. Were I to trace every vile and infamous 
meafure adopted by the Marquis of Buckingham^ 
I would far exceed the limits prefcribed to my 
work. I will therefore difmifs the fubjeft and 
leave him to folitude and reflection which muft/ 
if at all indulged,torturetheconfcicnce of a man 
who prcfumed to trample on the rights of the 
the Irifli nation, and audacioufly violate every 
principle of the cdnftitutioti. 

Having ended the Marquis of Buckingham'^ 
adminiflration, I beg leave to turn my thoughts to 
the fubjeft of a Parliamentary reform, but firft 
fhall confider whether it would be an advantage 

tOV 
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to public liberty, that the laws fhould be enafted 
by the votes of the people at large, A man 
who contributes by his vote to the paffing of a 
law, hashimfelf made the law, in obeying it, 
he obeys himfelf, he therefore is free. But this 
may be confidered a mere play on words, for 
the individual who has voted in a popular legif- 
lative aflembly, has not made the law that has 
pafled in it ; he has only contributed towards 
cna&ing it, for his Ihare; he has had no oppor- 
tunities of making his objedions to the propofed 
law, or of canvaffing it, or of propofing reftric- 
tions to it, and he has only been allowed to 
exprcfs his aflent, or dilTerit* When a law is 
pafled agreeably to his vote, it is not as a confc- 
quence of this his vote that his will happens to 
take place ; it is becaufe a number of other men 
have accidentally thrown themfelves on the fame 
fide with him." When a law contrary to bis in- 
tentions is enafled, he muft neverthelefs fubmit 
to it. This is not all; for though ^we fliould 
fuppofe that the giving a vote is the eflentiat 
conftituent of liberty, yet fuch liberty could only 
be faid to exift for a fingle moment, after which 
it is neceflary to truft entirely to the difcretion 
of other perfons. For inftahce, it becomes ne- 
ceflary for the citizen who has given his vote, 
^^.Ao rely on the honefty of thofe who colle£l the 
fufffages, he muft alfo confide in other perfons 
for the execution of thofe things, which have 
been refolved upon in common ; and when the 
Aflembly fliall have feparated, and he Ihall find 

himfelf 
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liimfelf iiloiie, id the prefence of ihe peifoas 
irho ire invefted with the public power, of the 
conful^ for inftancei or 6f tb6 dilator, he will 
have but little fecHrity for the Gontinuance of 
his liberty, if he has only that of having con- 
tributed by his fuffrage towards enabling a law 
which they are tefolved to negIe£l.-**-What 
then is liberty ? Liberty coafifts, I prefurue, in 
this, that, every man "While he Teffe8s the perfons 
of other Sy and allows them quietly to enjoy the pro^ 
duce of their own indujiry ; be certain himfelf 
Hke^wife to enjoy the produce of his own indufiryy 
and that his petfon he aljb fecnri* But to con- 
tvbute by one's fuffirage to procUf e thefe advan- 
tages to the community, — ^to have a ftiare in 
eftabliftiiiig that order, that general arrangement 
of things, by means of which an individual loft, 
as it were in the crowd, is efTe^iually protedled,— 
to lay down the rules to be obferved by thofc 
who, beifig invefted with a confiderable power, 
*are charged with the defence of individuals, 
and provide that they fhould never tranfgrefs 
nhem; thefe ar6 fundions or afts of government, 
but not conftituent parts of liberty. But to ex- 
prefs the whole in a few words: to concur by 
one's vote in enaftmg laws, is to enjoy a Ihare, 
whatever it may be, of power to live in a ftate 
where the laws are equal for all, and fure to t3e 
executed (whatever may be the means by wJiich < 
thefe advantages are attained) is to be free, where- 
fore the right of fuffrage is not liberty itfelf, 
but oaly a means of acquiring it; and a means 

wbicli 
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Vrhich may degenerate to mere form, I will 
admit, that it is poffible other expedients might 
be found out for that purpofe^ and that, for a 
a man to decide?^ that a ftate witb whofe gdvern- 
ment and interior adminiftfation he is unac- 
quainted, is a ftate in which the people are 
Haves, merely becaufe the Comitia of Rome are 
no longer to be met with in it, is a fomewhat 
precipitate decifion. But ftill we muft continue 
to think, that if our laws were made by the fuf- 
frages of all, they w^ould be wifer, more equi- 
table, and above all more likely to be executed. 
This certainly is a fpecious objedion and de- 
mands an anfwer. In the firft fofmatioti of a 
civil fociety, the only cire to be taken was that 
of eltablifhing, once for all the feveral dtities 
which every individual owes toothers, and to the 
ftate, — if thofe who are intrufted with the care of 
procuring the performance of thofe duties, had 
neither any ambition, nor any other private 
paffions which fuch employment might pur in 
motion, and furnilh the means of gratifying; 
in a word, if confideting their fundion as a mere 
talk of duty, they were never tempted to deviate 
from the intentions of thofe who had appointed 
them; I admit that in fuch a cafe, there might 
be no inconvetiience in allowing every itidr;adual 
to have a; (hare in the government of the com- 
munity of .which he is a member, of rather 1 
6ught to fay, among fuch beings or in fuch x 
fociety, there wouW be no occalion for any 
8: ' * fovernmifiaf 
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government. But experience informs us that 

many more precautions, are neceffary to oblige 

men to be juft towards each other: nay, the firft 

expedients that may be expedl^d 'to conduce to 

fuch an end, fupply the moft fruitful fource of 

the evils which are propofed to be prevented.-^ 

The laws which were intended to be equal for 

all) are foon warped to the private convenience 

of thofe who have been made the adminiftrators 

of them; and although enafted at firft foi; the 

protodion of all, they, foon are made only to 

defend the ufurpations of a few; to remedy 

therefore evils which have thus a tendency to 

refult from the very nature of things, to oblige 

thofe who are in a manner matters of thd law, 

to conform themfelves to it, to render ineflfeflual 

the filent, powerful, and ever aftive confpiracy 

of thofe who govern, requires a degree of know- 

' ledge, and a fpirit of perfeverance which are 

not to be expeded from the multitude, the 

greater part of which, is taken up with the care 

of providing for their fubfiftence, have neither 

fufficient leifiire, nor even, in confequence of 

their roorfe imperfeft education, the degree of 

information requifite for functions of this kind/ 

Nature befide has beftowed only on a few men 

an underftanding capable of the complicated 

tefearches of legiflation, and as a patient trufts 

to his phyfician, a client to his lawyer, fo the 

greater number of the people muft truft to thofe 

who have more abilities than themfelves for the 

•xecution of things which, at the fame time that 

thef 
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they to materially concern them, i^equife fd 
ttiany qualtficatioris to perform them with- any 
degree of fufficiency. Let me fubjoin another 
confideration, which is if poffible of ftill greater 
weight, that the multitude, in confequence of 
their being a multitude, are incapable of coming 
to any mature deliberation. Thofe who are 
acquainted with republican governments, and 
in general, who know the manner in which 
bufinefs is traufafted in numerous aflemblies, 
•^ill not fcriiplc to aflSrm, that the few who 
are united together, who take an adive part in 
public affairs, have fuch an adnmage over the 
many Who tufn their eyes towards them, and 
are without union among themfelves, that even 
with an incotifiderable (hare of knowledge, they 
can at all times direft, at their pleafure the 
general refolutions, that, as a confequence of 
the very nature of things, there is no propofal^ 
however abfurd, to which a numerous aflembly 
6f men, may not, at One time or other, be 
brought to aflfent; — and that laws would be 
wifer, and more likely to jironlote the advan- 
vtage of all, were they to be made! by drawing 
lots, than by the fuffrages of a multitude. I 
Ihall now confider the advatitages that accrue 
to the people from appointing teprefentativeSi 

How then fhall the people ^efift the phalanx 

of thofe who have engroflfed to themfelves all 

the honours, dignities, and power, in the ftate ? 

By-employing for their defence the fame means 

Tk2 by 
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by which their ^dverfaries carry on their at 
tacks : it will be by ufing the fame weapons as 
they do, the fame order, the fame kind of difci- 
pjine. I fhall now mention the circumftance 
which, of all other's conftitutes the fuperior ex- 
cellence of a government in which the people 
adl only through their reprefentktives, is that 
fuch a conftitntion is the only one that is capable 
of the immenfe advantage of putting into the hands 
of the people the moving fprings of the legifla* 
live authority. Therefore a reprefentative oon» 
ftitution places the remedy in the hands of thofe 
who feel the diforder ; but a popular conftitn- 
tion places the remedy in the hands of thofe 
who caufe it ; and it is neceffarily produftive, 
in the event of the misfortune of the political 
calamity of trufting the care and the means of 
reprefling the invafions of power, to the men 
who have the enjoyment of power^ How then 
has our conftitntion found means to oblige 
thofe perfons to whom the people have given up 
their power, to make them effedual and lafting 
returns of gratitude ? It has been by fubjefting 
them themfelves to thofe laws, and for that pur- 
pofe excluding theni from all ftiare in the exer- 
cife of them. Thus our government hageflen- 
tially connected the fate of the men to whom the 
people truft their power, with that of the people 
themfelves. T now come to the fubgeft of a par- 
liamentary reform, the grand defideratura of our 
conflitution. 

But 
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But inftead of ufing any arguments of my own 
in defence of fo falutary a meafure, I fhall taisie* 
the liberty to fubjoin the proceeding of the Ulfter 
volunteer affociation on the fubjeft of reform in 
the year 1783. 

Forty-fivje companies of the Ulfter volunteers, 
met at Lifburn, the ift. of July 1783, purfuant 
to a public requifition of the Ulfter regimem ; 
and earneftly eiitreated a general meeting of vo- 
lunteer delegates of the province of Ulfter, to be 
held at Dungannon, on the 8th of September 
following, on the fubjefl of a more equal repre- 
fentation. I'hey addrefled the volunteer army 
of Ulfter, and requefted they would affemble 
with the fame fpirit of loyalty, firmnefs and pa^ 
triotifm, which aSuated them on the memorable 
iSth of February 1782 : — ^to deliberate on the 
moft conftitutional mode of obtaining a more 
equal reprefentation of the people in parliament. 
— as the only meafute which can give perma- 
nency to the late renovation of the conftitution 
or reftore that virtue to the reprefentative body 
without which, though the mere forms of a free 
government may be preferved, its fpirit muft 
inevitably perifli. The 8th of September 1783, 
272 volunteers corps of the province of Ulfter 
fent delegates to Dungannon, Colonel James 
Stewart was chairman. They unanimoufly re- 
folved, that the prefent imperfeft reprefentation 
— and the long duration^ of parliaments — are 
unconjiitutional and intolerable grievances. Where- 
fore 
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fyfXe they refolved that it was their decided opi-» 
i^ion that the reprefentatives of the people ough^ 
not ia future %o cpnfent to j^ny bill of fupply for 
a loDger terra than twelve mtmths, or more 
than ^x months, umil a complete redrefs 
of the aforefaid grievances be obtained. Ihey 
addreffcd the volunteer armies of Munfter, 
Leinfter, and Conpaught. They conjured them 
to form a grand national convention, where Ire^ 
land might affert her claim to freedom. They 
reminded them hosy Greece, the feat of liberty 
and fcience ; and Rome the miftrefa of the 
world, with innumerable other ftatej^ once flou- 
rilhing and free, now lie proftrate by the hand 
of tyranny, and ought to convey awful warding 
to Ireland to be fpirited, unanimous, and firm ; 
left the wretched ftate of other countries might 
foon be her own fate.— Thu5 ended the Dun- 
gannon meeting, having firft agreed to a fpecific 
plan of reform, which was referred to the nation- 
al convention. On the fubjeft of reform it 
muft be admitted that the principles of civil 
liberty require that every independent agent in a 
ftate fhould have a voice in the choice of his re- 
prefentatives. But is is fcarcely pradicable to 
extend the right of voting fo far. In America, 
this right is limited to perfons who pay taxes and 
poffefs property. As to the neceflity of a parlia- 
mentary reform, it would be fuperfluous to fay 
much, but it will not be obtained without an 
nnion of all religious defer iptions ; I muft con- 
fefs I am fo inimical to perfecution, that I ar- 
dently wifti the right of Voting was extended to 

Roman 
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Roman Catholics of property. It is unjuft to de- 
prive any man of his rights on account of his 
religion* Why ftiould not a Roman Catholic be 
as attached to the liberties of his country as a 
Proteftant, if he be allowed to fhare in them ? 
in truth, a country which allows him no rights, 
he cannot confider his country. Why fhould 
men whofe religion has been tolerated by the 
ftate, be thought unfit to concur with their fel- 
low-fubjeAs in the eleAion of reprefenta-^ 
tives? The eftablifhed religion would be as 
fecure as it is at prefent ; becaufe Catholic voters 
^rould not eled Catholic legiflators. Surely 
. chriftians of every fe6l may be admitted to enjoy 
thofe political privileges, from which perfons 
untindured by any religion are not excluded- 
When men are allowed to hold prope rty,to poflefs 
rights to bear arms, no fubftantial reafon can be 
affigned. Why they (hould not be allowed a 
fliare in the apjjointment of thofe who make 
the laws. By fuch generous confidence their 
prejudice would be removed ; and their attach- 
ment encreafed to the public ; of which they 
theu would become a component part.— As I 
am an anxious friend to a parliamentary reform, 
I truft I will be excufed for giving the Duke of 
Richmond's fentiments on the following que- 
ries. 

ift. Query. Is it neceffary that boroughs 
where the eledive franchife is vefted in a few, 
ihould be disfranchifedi and in their Head 

county 
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county be reprefentalivcg eacreafed.— 2#if/ The 
grcateft objedion ia my opinion to this, and 
to every other narrow and contrafted plan of 
reform, is, that it proceeds upon the fame, bad 
principle as the abufe it pretends to redify ; it 
would be partial and unequal : a vaft majority of 
the community > would be . left unreprefented : 
and its mod eflSential concerns, life, liberty, and 
property, continue in the abfolute difpofal of 
thofe whom thqy do not chufe, and over whom 
they have no controuL In a jplan of this kind, 
there is no leading principle to determine that 
the addition ought to be one hundred, fifty, or 
two hundred, that the allotment ftiould be ac^ 
cording to the population, property or taxes paid* 
in each county ; that any fuppofed proporti^ 
between the landed and trading intereft is the 
juft one; and that the divifiqn of county and 
city members will correfpond with this propor- 
tion when found. I am more and more con- 
vinced that the reftoring the right of voting uni* 
verfally to every man, not. incapacitated by na^ 
ture for want of reason, or by the law, by the 
commifTion of crimes, together with annual 
^lefilions, is the only reform that can be effeftual 
ajjtjd permanent. And I. am further conviaced 
that it is the only reform that is pra&icable. 

2nd. Query. Should the right of voting be 
extended to the Roman Catholics ? — Jnf. The 
fame principles which go to civil liberty equally 
lead to liberty of confcience. I admire the glo- 

rious 
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lious fpirit of toleration, and I am fure that 
nothing Ihort of evident danger to the flate can 
Warrant its interference in religious matters. 

3d. Query. In order to guard againfl: undue 
influence, would it be advifable to have the 
liicmbers returned by ballot ? — Anf. I am clearly 
of opinion that it would not. The idea of a ballot 
can have arifen, but to avoid the effedl of fome 
improper influence ; and I conceive it much 
more noble, direftly to check that influence than- 
indireftly to evade it, by concealment and deceit. 
Upon the fame idea that ballots may be a cover 
for independence, they muft alfo be a cloak for 
bribery, and a fchool for lying and deceit. 

4th. Query. If the abolition of the ecflaved 
boroughs be neceffary ; would it be equitable or 
expedient that they be purchafed by the natiori ? 
Anf. Although no man can have a ftri6t claim in 
equity to be refunded the lofs of what neither 
buyer nor feller had a right to barter ; yet it will 
be wife to purchafe the good will, or at leaft to 
fpften the refiflance of the prefent powerful 
poffeffors of boroughs, by a mod ample compen- 
fation. 

The Duke of Richmond further adds, that the 
liberties of a nation cannot be bought too dear, 
but the whole coil of thofe venal boroughs 
would not amount to the profits of one jobbing 
pontradl. If it were generally underflood that a 

fatisfadlory 
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Iktisfaftory compenfatioiii would be given by tBe 
public to the pofleffors of venal boroughs* I 
am perfuaded a lefs animated oppofiiion to a par- 
liamentary reform might be expefted. A more 
harfh mode of reform would exafperate indivi- 
duals ; which would be highly imprudent, when 
a flight expence to the communily might pur- 
chafe their acquiefcence, and prefer ve gieneral 
tarmony. A compenfation is what ftriA juftice 
does not enjoin ; the nation has an undoubted 
right to revoke privileges which are become in- 
jurious to its welfare ; but in the view of equity, 
as well as that of policy, this more lenient mode 
of correfting abufes, which. time may have intro- 
duced, without any marked criminality of the 
prefent proprietors, feems to be preferable. 

I will beg leave to lay before my readef. Lord 
Effingham's favourite plan of a parliamentary 
reform. He wi flies that counties and cities fliould 
I emain juft: as they are at prefent ; nhat counties 
fhould be divided into four or more claflfes, ac- 
cording to their importance in the national fcale, 
confidering their population, agriculture, and 
manufaSures. That each county return from 
four to ten or twelve burgefTes^ making the 
\vbole the fame number of njembers as at pre- 
fent. That every man who pays taxes, fliould 
have a vote for burgeffes ; and that the poll be 
taken on a certain day in every parifli, before 
the parifh officers, and principle inhabitants. 

. The 
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The foregoing plan feems to me to be clear* 
of objeftions, as it disfranchifes nobody; but 
only reftores to freedom fuch as are now unjuflr* 
ly disfranchifed ; and as it would take no maa 
out of his parifti, removes the only plaufible 
objefiion lo frequent eleftions. But we ar« 
often obliged to relinquilh in praflice what 
feems perfieft in theory. The right of reprefen- 
tation is founded in theory on a felf-evident pro- 
portion, that to be free is to be felf-governed. 
Wherefore every man ought ta vote either in per- 
fon or by his reprefentative, in making thofe 
lav/s which are to affeil his life, liberty, and 
property. The above is equally true whether 
the terms be applied to nations, or the indivi- 
duals of wtich they are compofed. I am fully 
fenfible that we have difficulties to ftruggle with 
ill this bufinefs peculiar to the country; but 
none which can be efteemed infurmountable 
when Ave refledl upon the pall. 

The objeftions to the Duke of Richmond's 
plan, and the appreheufions which many enter- 
tain of danger, from admitting our Roman 
Catholic Brethern to the entire right of franchife, 
may appear fcarcely worthy of a moment's con- 
fideration at no very diftant period. Unanimity 
in this purfuit, is indubitably moft defirable, 
but there are tWo forts of unanimity: one con- 
fifts in blindly following the diftates of a few, 
the other is the refult of calm and difpaffionate 
enquiry into the real relations of things, I admit 

on 
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on one fide that it would be imprudent to aim 

at eftabliihing more than what will meet with 

general concurrence, on the other, I aflert that 

many prefent prejudices may naturally be ex^ 

pedied to give way, when ^ fair appeal is made 

to the underftandings of men, and trutE is held 

forth to public view by charaAers who juftly 

poffefs the confidence of the people. The gene- 

roua fentiments of the Ulfter volunteers with 

refpefl to religious toleration, I hope to fee 

ftiortly diffufed through the breafts of every 

Irifhraan, and fincerely truft the fair example 

will be followed by the European world. — ^The 

Dungannon meeting wifely held forth to the 

Kingdom only one objed a conftituiional repre- 

femation. That alone ought to be the prefent 

bufinefs of Ireland — not a thought ought flie to 

bellow upon any other obje6l; for to magnify 

the imporunce of inferior things, and ifpoffi- 

ble to divide the public attention, feem to be 

the only fources of hope left to the enemies of 

our freedom. But hruft the fagacity of Ireland 

will keep pace with her virtue and courage. A 

handful of enterprizing men of addrefs may make 

their way in any diredion through even millions, 

intent on a diverfity of purfuits, leading them 

different ways; but what can penetrate or impede 

thofe ^millions, when condenfed to folidity, b/ 

unity of objeft and unity of motion. 

Notwithftanding 
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IJotwithftanding the apparent forgetfulnefs in 
this country at the prefent moment of that Par- 
liameutary reform, which was of late fo ardemly 
fought for I feel a ftrong perfuafion that Ireland 
will not be deaf to the patriot voice of the fifler 
nation. They are eqully interefted in each 
other's profperity, and in each other's freedom. 
An enflaved nation in the hands of any govern- 
ment, is an engine of tyranny too dangerous to 
a free people under the fame government, to be 
an obje£l of indiflFerence. As there could be no 
fecurity for Britifh freedom, were Ireland com- 
pletely enflaved ; fo neither could there be any 
fafety for Itifti freedom, although ever fo well 
eftabliflied internally, -while Grpat Britain 
Ihould be without liberty. By means of a cor- 
rupt legiflature, fadion might fend, its armies 
acrofs the Irifh Channel, as it did a<;rQfs the 
Atlantic. 

On the fubjeift of a parliamentary reform, t 
have confulted the opinions of the wifeft politi- 
cians of the age, men no lefs diftinguifhed for 
rank than charafler. I fully agree with them 
that the people are npt equally reprefented, but 
in the attempt to reform, we muft take care not^ 
to demolifh the venerable manfion, we defign to 
repair. I would not for my own part be fo 
much moved by the corrupt means, by which 
inconfiderable individuals get into parliament, 
nor even at the want of a perfeft reprefentation, 
provided ways and means could be devifed to 

compel 
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compel fuch men to do their duty when in par- 
liament. Wherefore parliaments onght to be 
niuth more limited in refpedl to duration than 
they at prefent are. To this it may be objefted 
that the interrupaon of bufwflefs by the riots and 
cabals of eleaions, were new parliaments rtiore 
frequent, would be too dear a price for the pri- 
vilege of fending members to parliament, per- 
haps twice in eight years, inftead of once as the 
cafe now holds in this counti*y. I fpeak as an 
individual when I fay I am not a violent advo- 
cate for too frequent returns of general eledlions. 
As I ihall ever have reafon to regret the aftive 
part I took on the laft general eleftion In the 
county of Wicklow, for to ferve my ffiends in 
that county, I neglefted a wealthy friend in a 
diftant part 6f the kingdom, who then was ill of 
a fevere indifpofition, notwithftanding, I fteadily 
adhered to the independent intereft of the county 
of Wicklow ; and my abfence being confidered 
by my friend to proceed folely from ingratitude, 
he altered, his will, which had been made in my 
favour, and left a confiderable property to art 
utter ftrauger to him and his family. And to 
complete ^ the cataftrophe I was deprived of a 
freehold in the county of Wicklow, by the very 
m^;^whofe caufe I was ready to fuppoft with 
my life, and whofe intereft I too warmly efpouf- 
£di. But I (hall take little notice of fuch a cha- 
rafter as being a compofition ofabfurdity and 
caprice, uieannefs and infolence,'^ingratitude and 
bafcnefs. However fingular the circumflancesmay 

appear. 
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appear, it is literally true ; fo much for eleaio- 
neering gratitude, and Witklow generofity. 
but I will confole tnyfelf with the reflexion, that 
in the face of that refpedable county, 1 proved 
" myfelf a man, a friend, and a patriot ; and I do 
now moft folemnly declare that a principle of 
cowardice Ihall never lead me either to abandon 
or betray my friend or my country's caufe, 

1 fliall now beg leave to make a few obfervati- 
onson our Speakers in the Hon fe of Common $• 
I muft admit, that in the ordinary courfc of bufi- 
nefs, there are but few queftions difcufled in 
this affembly, of fufficient moment to dignify elo- 
quence. For it is not enough, that Speakers have 
fluency of fpeech, precifion of iutelle<ft, and fer- 
tility of imagination, they muft alfo have argti- 
ments, in fome meafure commenfurate to their 
abilities ; as the extent of the fubjeft is apt to en- 
large the powers of the Speaker, and extend them 
even beyond their natural limits. But a confin- 
ed fubjeft, however capable of ornament, refutes 
grandeur, and without fublimity, fpeaking is not 
oratory. A farthing a gallon more or lefs on 
ale or fpirits can neither awaken ardour nor 
roufe attention- But great national queftions 
call forth all the energies of the Speaker, and 
agitate every feeling of the hearer. 

I have often attended the Houfe of Commons, 
andfeldomhad an opportunity of hearing any 
iprcat exertions. Upon a queftion offupply, I 

once 
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once heard the ftate of the nation defcrlbed, and 
h was aftonifhing how widely different that ftate 
was leprefented by the different parties. By one 
it was held forth as the moft aouriftiing of any 
country under Heaven, and that nothing was 
^'anting to render the people completely happy, 
but a contented refignation. On the other it 
was reprefented as the mol\ injured nation on 
earth, defpifed as an alien, infulted by penfions, 
opprcffed by taxes, ^nd -fettered in commerce. 
Mr OtIc painted the niiferies of the common. 
people°in the moft pathectc ftrains. Mr. Flood 
confined himfelf to calculation, and affefted ^ 
rather to demonftrate than perfuade. However, 
I muft allow, it ^vould have been difficult for 
him at that time to have played the orator m 
fupport of raeafures, which for a feries of years, 
he hadufed every power of rhetoric to llamp 
with infamy.-The principal Secretary of ftate, 
has a fweet.and pleafuig elocution. His exor- 
dium is generally grand, and his oratory is nei- 
ther wordy nor oftentatious, and feldora difap- 
■ points your expeaations. Mr. Scott, now chief 
Ltice of the King's Bench, was a powerful fup- 
porter of Government ; he did not affea long 
Leches, for declamation in fupport of court 
meafures is but ill heard in any country. His 
powers lay in quicknefs of reply, mobviating 
obieaions, and turning his opponents arguments., 
acainft themfelves. Mr. Burgh, was tifii- 
verfally allowed to be a firft rate orator ; hisfen- 
timents were dear, his language fmooth^ bis 



HISTORY of IRELAND, Sic. 25; 

adion graceful, and his manners perfuafiveJ 
Mr. Yelvertbh was vehement and forcible, and 
like a mountain torrent irrefiftable. Mn Daly 
was a clear, manly and copious fpeaker. Mr, 
Grattan is poflTefled of the greateft abilities, and 
indefatigable perfeverance ; his private life is 
not ftained by any vices, nojr fuUicd by any 
meannefs. His fentiments are as liberal as they 
are elevated ; in focial life an agreeable and 
lively companion, and of fuch verfatility of ge- 
nius, that he can accommodate it to all forts of 
converiation. His eloquence is almoft of every 
fpecies, hfe excells in the argumentative, as well 
as in the declamatory ftile, and his invedlives arb 
uttered with fuch energy of diftion, and dignity 
of aftion and countenance, that, they totally inti- 
midate thofe moft willing and beft capable *of 
bppofmg him. In reply he is pefhaps the greateft 
man in the world. In a word he is the greateft 
orator I ever, heard, and will moft d^fervedly 
make a great and fhining figure' in the annals 
of this country. Mr: George Ponfonby is argu-^ 
mentative, and reafons in a ftrong clofe and 
nervous manner. Mr. Curran has ftudied tb^ 
mafter of Grecian eloquence, with the dit 
cernment of a kindred fpirit, poffeflinga fancy 
equally playful, he weilds thunder equally ma- 
jeftic. Mr. Egan rivals antiquity in the powers 
of his eloquence, among modern . orators he is 
as the eagle among birds. Mr. Forbes is pof- 
feffe J of powerful abilities, a good voice, which 
fhfo'dgh a variety of cadences is harmonious and 
S' iAfinuating; 
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infinuating. Mr. Hardy is a fenfible, though dif- 
fident fpeaker, and has much of the orator in his 
manner. This country may exult as much in 
having produced a Fitzgibbon; as Great Britain 
in giving birth to a Pitt, or a Thurlow, ,his ge- 
i^ius like theirs being great and original. 
Dodor Browne, and Mr, Corry are eloquent and 
ingenious men. The wit and ingenuity of Sir 
Hercules Langrifhe are much admired. Sir 
Lucius O'Brien is a man of confiderable talents, 
but neither an eloquent nor florid fpeaker. Mr. 
Fofter has the cleareft conception of the trade, 
finance and commerce of this country, he cau 
ftate and explain the moft intricate matters, even 
in figures with the utmoft perfpicuity, he is fo 
clear and accurate in finance, that whilft he 
fpoke on that fubjeft the moft ignorant thought, 
that they underftood what they really did not. 
He has been confidered a lefs eloquent, than 
artful fpeaker ; while Chaiicellor of the Exche- 
quer he managed the finances with great care 
and perfonal purity. His place and power make 
him fome public enemies, his fronduA in both 
fecures him from perfonal ones. Mr. Michael 
Smith is eloquent, concife, perfuafive, pathetic, 
and nervous as occafion may require. Mr. 
^ Toler is entertaining and witty. Mr. Carleton 
now a chief judge^ was a forcible fpeaker, and 
an able advocate in the caufe of humanity. Mr. 
O'Neill of Shane' s-caftle, is both clear and copi- 
ous, buttoo diffident for a man of his great abili- 
ties. Mr. Beresford is a very adept in the ab- 

ftrufe 
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ftrufe and almoft occult fcienc6 of ieyenue law.* 
Ii is a pity Mr. Duquery confines his powers fo 
nmch to his profeflion, as he poflefles a fmooth 
and placid elocutibn combined with a found 
underftaading. 

Sir John Parnell is a riiah of ftrong natural 
parts, a forcible fpeaker, and a well wiihing mi- 
nifter. Mr. Brownlow has diftinguifhed himfelf 
as miich for his patriotifm as others have by 
their oratory ; when he fpeaks he is ever welt 
attended to, he poflefles both integrity and folid 
lenfe, numerous inftances of both, he has mani- 
fefted lot a feries of years ais a reprefentative for 
a truly fpirited and independent county. Mr. 
Brownlow adheres to that line of conduft which 
in a fenator I much admire, he fupports go- 
vernment when right, arid oppofes them when 
wrong; fuch oppofition muft and ever will! 
have confiderable weight. Sir Laurence Par- 
ions is a man who abounds witlx daffic informa- 
tion, he endeavours to imitate the great Henry 
Flood in his modeof reafoning, as well as in atti- 
tude and aftion. Mr. Bufhe is much attended to in 
the houfe, his vigilance in deteding frauds in 
the colleAion of the revenue, part^ularly the' 
hearth-money department jutf ly intitles him to 
public thanks. Colonel Hutchinfon has fhewn 
confiderable pov/ers as a parliamentary fpeaker, 
and evinced a liberality of fentiment on the 
Roman Catholic bufinefs^ peculiar to the Hut- 
e:hiu:ron family. General Cnnninghame and 
S 2 Coionei 
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Colonel Hayes are men of good fenfe, and al- 
though not diftinguilhed a» orators, they how- 
ever by their improvements in the county of 
Wicklow, have proved themfelves real friends 
to the country. It would be ufip^rdonable now 
that I am fpeaking of the county of Wicklow 
iinprovements, to omit mentioning that Earl 
Fitzwilliam is at his own expence eredling an 
immenfe hall in the town of Rathdrum, for the 
fale of flannels. His Lordlhip has fo encouraged 
the flannel manufafture, that it is encreafing ra- 
pidly in a part of the county of Wicklow, where 
fear ce any other manufadure could be carried 
ijn. Many gentlemen in the vicinity of Rath- 
drum, whofe eftates would be equally benefited 
with his Lordftiip's, by the building of the flan- 
nel hall J)ropofed to fubfcribe for the purpofe 
of carrying on the work, but his Lordfliip gene- 
roufly declined the oflFer, and builds the whole 
at his own expence. Would I could fay as 
much for many other abfentee landlords. 

TheHon. Dennis Browne, has on many occafions 
diftinguiflied himfelf in the fenate and has con- 
flantly Ihewn himfelf the warm friend of the un- 
fortunate Catholics of this country. Few men 
in the houfe of Commons poflefs fuch abilities 
as Mr. Sack. Hamilton, but his extreme diffi- 
dence and modefty, prevent him from difplay- 
ing his powers. Sir John Blaquiere as a minifter 
I cannot approve, but his humane exertions on 
behalf of tb€ wretched foundling orphans, de- 

' mands 
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mands a tribute of praife. The fpirited, elegant 
and graceful fpeeches of Lord Henry t'itzgerald, 
on the regency bufinefs refledl no fmall ftiare of 
honour on that illuftrious youth, ^nd afford a, 
promiiiDg fpecimen of his rifing genius. Mr. 
Sheridan, in my humble apprehenfion may be 
confidered a fecond Cicero* Mr. Graydon is a 
man of great conflitutional information, and 
fotind knowledge, and his labours in tracing out 
the abufes of the police eftablifhment, fully de- 
monftrate the purity of his principles. The Hon. 
Robert Ste wart is the finiOied gentleman,! fpeakof 
him with confcious pride, as I had the honour of 
his early acquaintance. He poffeflTes great parts 
and an uncommon Ihare of education for fo 
young a man. He will in t^e courfe of a few 
years experience, be a fini(hed orator ; for ele- 
gant and poliftied manners, he has not his equal, 
and his morals are fo pure, that if one may be 
allowed to fay of man, what a celebrated hifto- 
rian fays of Scipio, nihil non laudandum cut dixit, 
aut fecit, aut fenftt, one might fay with truth this 
was your charader, Robert Stewart. Mr. Corry, 
and the Hon. Mr. Stewart were educated at 
Armagh, under my learned and truly pious, 
friend Doftor Grueber, a gentleman whofe 
fyftem of education,. combined erudition with 
precifion, and a perfpicuity erabelliftied with all 
the graces of a Chefterfield. The gentlemen 
I allude to are ftrong proofs of the juftnefs of 
what I have taken the liberty *to mention with 
regard to Doftor Grueber ; as Meflrs. Stewart, 
and Corry are univerfally allowed to be elegant 

fpeakers.— 
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fpeakers. — I could enumerate many other mcin- 
bers of the Houfe of Commons, who as country 
gentlemen diftinguifti themfelves in the fenate, 
and whofe fentiments and manners are ex^ 
tremely engaging. At the head of thefe I will 
not hefitate to place Mr. Gonolly, Mr. Ponfonby, 
Mr. James Stewart, Mr. Weft by, Mr. Burton, 
Colonel Irvine, and Colonel Bruen. I will con- 
clude this volume with a view of the revenues 
of the kingdom, from Henry the IL to the pie- 
fent day, with fome few obfervations on our 
finance, and the expence attending the colledlion 
of the revenue. In the next volume I propofe 
treating of Lord Weftmorland's adminiftration, 
together with a' review of the proceedings and 
principal characters in the Houfe of Lords. 
The political hiftory of this country from the 
revolution, to the commencement of Lord Town- 
ihend's adminiftratiori, will make a third volume, 
and coniplete my plan. 

In attempting to give an hiflrorical {ketch of the 
finance of this' country, it is neceffary to recur to 
the days of Henry the Second. ' ; 

In the year 1154, when Heniry the Second 
became Sovereign of Ireland, he confidered 
iiimfelf intitled to the fame duties, cuftbms and 
taxes from his fubjei^s here, as from thofein" 
!England, and thefe were, antient demefne lands^ 
Vacant Bifhopricks, "Abbeys, and Priories. 
Yearly terms of counties, towns and boroughs, 
prizes and cuftonis, for duties on merchandize, ^ 
imported and exported, and duties on veflels 
trading from place to place. Wardftiip, mar- 
" • • riage, 
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riage, relief and other profits arifmg from the 
feudal tenure. Prizes, purveyance, and pre-^ 
emption. ' Fines, Americaments and oblata, with 
what we now call the cafual revenue. There 
were fome other taxes befides fuch as aids, fcu- 
tages and hydages, which were frequently im- 
pofed and levied by the fole prerogative of the 
crown. However in order to raife a fund for 
the fupport and defence of the kingdom, the 
parliament of this country until the reign of 
C^een Elizabeth granted fubfidies, which, were 
fully competent to anfwer thofe purpofes. But 
during her long reign, the frequent rebellions in 
this country occafioued an expence much greater 
than the ancient revenue at common law could 
fupply ; wherefore Elizabeth was often obliged 
to employ a part of the Englilh treafury, on the 
fervice of Ireland. From the reign of Henry 
the Seventh, to that of James the Firft, the tub- 
fidy confifted of a land tax only, being 13s. 6d, 
payable out of every plough land occupied with- 
in the kingdom, but the Englifti mode of taxing 
according to the reputed eftate was adopted ^ at 
the rate of four ftiillings in the pound upon- 
land, and 2s. 8d. in the pound, upon goods. 
Thefe fubfidies were very inconfiderable. &uch 
was the antient ftate of the revenue of this coun- 
try, but the prefent revenue of this kingdom is 
conftituted of the foil owing branches, ift. The he- 
reditary revenue. 2nd. The additional duties. 
3d. The appropriated duties. The hereditary 
revenue vefts in the King, his heirs and fuccef- 

fors 
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ceflbrs for ever, and may be divided into two 
clafles; the antient and modern. The ancient 
is compofed of fuch revenues as his Majefly was 
entitled to at common law, viz. the crown rents, 
the compofition rents, the light houfe duties. 
The cafual revenue. The' modern revenue is 
fuch as has been granted by feveral a£ls of par- 
liament viz. The old poundage, quit rents, 
cxcife, cuftoms, or tonnage and poundage. 
Hearth-money, ale licences, wine and ftrong 
water licences, allage duties. It becomes n^cef- 
fary to explain each of thefe. Crown rents, 
are certain rents referved to the crown, in grants 
made by the king of his demefne and other lands,, 
of reAories, fairs, markets, ferries and fifheries, 
towns and boroughs.— Henry the Second, when 
he diftributed the lands of this country, among 
the firft adventurers, referved no part for the 
jTupport and proteftion of the ftate, or for the 
honour and dignity of the crown, yet by con- 
ftrudlion of law, they muft have been held by 
Knight-s fervice in capite. If the .grantees had 
obtained entire pofieffion of thofe lands and 
handed them down to pofterity, crown rent 
would never have exifted. But the antient 
Irifh proprietors adually held at that time, and 
for a confiderable time, a great portion of w^h at 
the King had taken on himfelf to grant away. 
Bait the mifcondudof the grantees foon fiirnifhed 
the crown with a fpecious pretext of revoking 
the former grants, and making out new ones on 
ipuch miore eligible terms. As. the Englifti laws 

■ w#re 
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were confined to the pale, the colle6lion of the 
revenue muft have been greatly circumfcribed, 
and the crown rent extremely iaconfiuerable. 
In Queen Elizabeth's time, this branch of reve- 
nue was augmented confiderably, for Ihe granted 
immenfe trads of the forfeited lands, to different 
undertakers, referving a certain rent payable to 
the crown for ever. This policy was followed 
by her lucceflbrs, and James the Firft, diftributed 
the forfeitures, not difpofed of by Elizabeth, to 
Britilh undertakers, all fubjeft to refervcd rents. 
The crown rents amount to between fourteen 
and fifteen thoufand pounds annually. Compo- 
fition rents are thofe referved, and made payable 
tothe'crown, in purfuance of compofitions for- 
merly entered into by the fubjed with the King, 
either inftead of purveyance, pre-emption, 
cefs, imprefs, and quarterage of foldiers, or on 
the obtaining of new grants of lands, where the 
former titles had proved defedive. In Eliza- 
beth's reign, her lord deputy. Sir John Perrot 
entered into a* compofition with the inhabitants 
of Connaught, for that entire province, which 
was claimed by the crown in right of hdrfhip to 
the Earl of Ulfter and Connaught. They fur- 
rendered their eftates to the Queen, and accepted 
new grants fubjeft to a referved rent of ten ftiil- 
lingsper quanerland, amounting in the whole to 
^31951. per annum, befides cafaal duties amount- 
ing to to 638I. Sir William Fitzwilliam, Sir 
John Perrot's fucceffor made a compofition for 
the province of Munfter, the value 51941- per 

annum. 
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annum. At the acceflion of James the Firft, thus, 
flood the compofitipn rents, during his reign, 
and that of his fon Charles the Firft, the moft 
important compofitions were fettled. However 
it muft be obferved by the confufion of titles de- 
rived from the firft adventure and by the refump- 
tion in Kenry the Seyenth's reign, of all grants 
made from Edward the Firft, to that time, toge- 
thei; with the frequent forfeitures, almoft all the 
lands of this kingdom were become the property 
of the crown. The rapacity of the folicitors 
opened the eyes of the court. Enquiries were 
fet on foot, and c6mmiflions were iffued for the 
difcoT'ery of defeflive titles. This meafure 
alarmed thofe whofe property ftood on doubtful 
or impeachable ground, and they dreaded an 
immediate confifcation. Wherefore they endea- 
voured to compound for their property in the 
beft manner they could, and preferred the ac- 
ceptance of new grants, than rilk their titles 
under the old. In the leign of James the Firft, 
many compofitions with additional rents were 
made, but in the fucceeding reign, all the titles 
in Glare and Connaught, were found defedive, 
and Earl Strafford enforced afecond compofition 
with fuperadded rents. By ibis means the revenue 
was much encreafed, and a general confidence 
and fecurity with refpeft to property took place 
among the people. The value of compofition 
rents was only ibool. per annum, the reafon of 
their being fo fmall is, that feveral of the lands 
fubje6i to compofition rents were forfeited 

in 



HISTORY or, IRELAND, a(>r 

in 1 64 1, and became chargeable with quit rent 
under the a6i. of fettlement after the reftoration. 
The Crown compofition aiid quit rents are by a 
Britifh a£t of parliament pafled in the ijth and 
1 2th of King William, declared to be unaliena- 
ble, and therefore ftand on the fame footing. 
Light-houfe duties arife from a tax of four pence 
per ton on all foreign fhips trading to and from 
Ireland. Cafual revenue arifes chiefly from 
fines and Americaments, which in their nature 
are accidental and uncertain.^ This revenue 
confifts of cuftodium rents, and feizures, fines 
impofed on offenders and defaulters, forfeiture 
of recognizance. King's fdver, and other profits 
arifing from the King's courts of juflice. Parti-, 
cular a6ts of parliament have given certain fines, 
feizures and forfeitures, which amount to a 
much larger fum, than the more ancient ^part of 
the cafual revenue, I (hall now take a view of 
the modern part of the hereditary revenue ; the 
firft article the old poundage which originated 
iii the days of the firfl Norman King's, a part of 
whofe revenue confifted in prizes and cuftoms. 
The King by right of prerogative, might take to 
his own ufe, and at his own valuation, as much 
of all merchandizes belonging to merchant 
ftrangers, as he had occafion for, linder the 
name of prizage. Cuftoms were fixed, and cer- 
tain duties paid on importation, and exportation 
according to the Value of the commodities. 
Native merchants paid cuftom only, except on 
the article of wine, on which they paid prizage, 

but 
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but merchant ftrangers were prized until Ed- 
ward the Firft remitted them all prizes whatfo- 
ever in confideration of their paying to him and 
his heirs the fum of two fhillings per ton, on all 
imported wine, called butterage (becaufe paid to 
^ the King'^s butler) and three pence per pound on 
all merchandize imported a^d exported, except 
on wool, fkiiis and leather j for which they were 
fubjeft before to alien's duty. Cuftoms were 
paid to the crown here, upon imports and 
exports, and continued until the fubfidy of 
poundage was eftabliftied on the following occa- 
fion. The fraternity of St. George was erefted 
by a£l of parliament in the reign of Edward the 
Fourth, in defence of the Englifti pale, two 
hundred horfe and foot were to be levied and 
fupported for the fervice, and a fubfidy of 
poundage on. all merchandize imported a^d ex- 
ported (except hides and the goods of freemen of 
Dublin, and Diogheda) was eftablifhed for the 
payment and maintenance of this force ; but on 
mifapplication of the revenues, to private ufes it 
was enaded by the loth of Henry the Seventh, 
that the King ftiould have the poundage for jGve 
years. At the expiration of that term, a new 
ftatute was made, by which twelve pence in the 
pound ad valorem was granted to the King and 
his heirs, on all wares and merchandizes import- 
ed and exported (wine and oil only excepted) 
and thus an inheritance of this revenue became 
vefted in the crown. The old poundage, is the 
firft fubfidy which appears from the ftatute books, 

to 
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to have befen given in Ireland, except a fmall one 
of 13s. 4d. impofed by the 5th of Edward the 
Fourth; on all foreign Veflels coming to fifti on 
the Irifti coafts. The ancient cuftoms paid in 
this kingdom previous to the fubfidy of pound- 
age, arofe from hides, wool and woolfcls, and 
did not produce above 1060I. per annum. The 
whole revenue indeed, both certain and cafual 
did not exceed io,oooL per anaum, though the 
charge of the kingdom amounted to ii,zooL the 
old poundage being blended with the tonnage, 
and additional, poundage on exportation granted 
by the 14th and isth of Charles the Second, 
until the reign of Henry VIL the revenues of 
this kingdom rarely exceeded 5000I. per antium. 
A new revenue fource we find in the tribute 
paid by Philip of Spain, in the reign of Mary, 
for permitting his fubjefts to fifh on the North 
coaft of Irdand. Philip obtained a licence for 
that purpofe for twenty one years, at an annual 
tribute of loool. which appears to have been 
brought ijito the revenue of Ireland. From the 
wild and confufed ftate of this country from 
1641, till the fetfiement under Cromvicll, no 
eflimate can be formed of the taxes, not even an 
enumeration of the objeds which compofed 
them. I am indebted to fecretary Thurlow, for 
an eflimate of the revenue, and expence of this 
kingdom in 1657, the revenue of Ireland for the 
two years ending ift. Nov. 165.7, ahiounted to 
IvS7j588L 13s. 3d. For one year 68,779l- 6s. 7d. 
The expences for the faid two years h 2,5^9^* 

lis, od. 
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US. od. For one year 71,274!. 15s. 6(1* Tlid 
expence e$:ceeded revenue by 4,959!. 17s. gdi S 

Immediately . afier the reftoration, the various 
imports levied by the ufurpation, vrere ordered 
to be continued, until a parliamentary fettlement 
fhould take place. — From the forfeiture of i64i> 
arife the quit rents, which are referred and made 
payable to the crown for ever, from the above » 
forfeitures. By the 14th, 15th 17th, and i8th of 
Charles the Second, every iadventure and fol- 
dier, and every perfon reftored to his eft ate, paid 
the crown for ever the following rents, if in 
Leinfter, for every Englilh acre three pence, in 
Munfter, two pence halfpenny, in Connaught, 
one penny farthing, and in Ulfter, one penny, 
by the aft of fettlement But by the fubfequeut 
aft of explanation two pence. The quit rents 
amount to 50,oool. per annum. Tbefe together 
with the crown and compofition rents produce 
upwards of 65,0001. per annum. By the acl of 
refumptipn in the nth of, William HI* The 
crown, compofition and quit rents are made 
unalienable. During the civil war in England, 
excife was firft impofed by authority of parlia- 
ment. Charles L was obliged to levy excife , 
aher the example of the parliament, having thus 
been introduced into Great Britain, it was 
adopted in Ireland. The excife impofed by aft 
of fettlement confifted of the inland, and impoit- 
ed excife under the firft head, all ale, beer and . 
ftrong waters are comprized. Under the fe- 
cond are comprized drugs imported, raw 
hemp, flax, tow, pitch, tar, rofin, wax, cable, - 

cable 
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cable yarn, and cordage. Tobacco, filks, falts, 
and all forts of wines, and other wares, and 
merchandizes of what kind whatfoever. By the 
14th and 15th of Charles the Second, all goods 
imported and exported were to pay the old fub- 
fidy of poundage, and it was alfo enacted by the 
fame ftatute that the commodities and manu- . 
faftures of Ireland, exported by aliens and 
ftrangers ftiail pay one fubfidy more of Poun- 
dage at the rate of 5 per cent. After the paf- 
fing of the aft of cuftoms and excife, the revenue 
fell ftiort of the computation by the fum of 
42,oool. the commons availed themfelves of this 
opportunity of getting rid of the courts of 
wards and liveries, and other military tenures 
and propofed hearth-money as a recompence in 
lieu of them. The King accepted the offer and 
paffed the bill by which every hbufe in the 
kingdom became charged w^th 2s. annually for 
every fire-hearth and ftove within fuch houfe. 
Poor houfes and houfes under the yearly value 
of 8s. were excepted. It is worthy to be remark- 
ed, that the land-holders were the only people 
who complained of the Court of Wards, they 
only therefore ftiould have paid the price for 
being freed from it, but they ftiifted it from 
themfelves, and eftablifhed the revenue of 
hearth-money, the burden and feverity pf which 
falls principally on the moft wretched and poor- 
eft of the people. 

Although 
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Although the alnage duties were introduced 
into this kingdom in the reign of James f. yet 
they were little attended to until after the ref- 
toration. By the 17th and iBih of Charles 
ihe II. the alnage duties were confined for regu- 
lating and managing the trade and myftery of mak- 
ing woollen cloth, and fpr the better afcertaiui 
ing the length, breadth and weight of all cloths 
to be made in Ireland. However foon after this 
aft paSed, the crown alienated the entire reve- 
nue arifing from the alnage for 61 years at the 
yearly rent of lol. per annum, and by fucceflive 
alienations it has been continued in private 
hands evei: fince without the fmall tent of the 
lol. per annum either accounted for to the 
Crown or Parliament. The hereditary revetiue 
being found, after the revolution, inadequate 
to fupport the national expence, an encreafe of 
revenue became neceflary, and it was dn this 
occafion the public accounts Were firfl: called 
upon by the Houfe of Commons, to afcertain 
the deficiency, and that it might be better 
known what fupplies were neceffafy to be given. 
Wherefore by the 4.th of William and Mary 
an additional excife was impofed on all beer 
and ftrong water, and by the 7th of William 
an additional import was laid upon tobocco and 
othfsr imported commodities. In the fubfequerit 
feigns thefe duties were continued with fuch 
alterations and additions as were found expedi- 
ent; in the year 1695, and 1697-ja poll tax and 
land tax were impofed in Ireland, but were 

never 
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never fmce revived. The prefent additional 
duties arc liable td no dedu6t!ioris wKatfoever, 
only for drawbacks, and together with the 
hereditary revenue, make one aggregate fund, 
from which the civil and military eftaLblifhment^, 
King's letters, Parliamentary grants and other 
public charges are paid. The ftamp duties and 
the Impreft office were eltabliftied, undef the 
adminiftfation of the Earl of Harcourt ; who 
like wife inti*oduced the tontine upon very dif- 
advantageous terms* There are certain duties 
appropriated by Parliament for particular pur- 
po/es. Separate and diftinft accounts are ordered 
to be kept at the treafury of thefe duties, and 
feparate receipts taken when paid into the trea- 
lury, and they are iffaed without any warrant 
from government,' purfuant to the diredidns df 
the feveral a6ls of the legiflature appropriating 
them. They confift of the loan duties and the 
fmaller appropriated duties. The prefent loan 
duties are thofe on wine, vinegar, hups^ ear- 
then, lacquered, and japan ware, foreign filk 
manufaiSlurcs, the abfentee tax, coffee, ftrong 
tvaters, cyder, four-wheeled machines, &c. &c. 
They produce! about 50,000!. per annum, and 
by Parliament are made fubjeft to the payment 
of the intereft of the feveral funis lent and 
advanced to the public. After paying the inter- 
eft the furplus goes to the difcharge of the prin- 
cipal. The fmaller appropriated duties go to- 
wards the encouragement of the linen manufac- 
tiirej of tillage and inland navigation; of Pro- 
- T teflant 
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teftant Chatter-fchools, of the L^gan navigatioa, 
afid of the Nonh-AHieft fifliery. amouating to 
aboitt 26,8ooL per annum.— But the reader muft 
n<2(t forg^et that thefe fevcral amounts a^ife ^tinually 
flu6lu4ting.— After the foregoing Iketeh of the 
various branches that compofe the prefent reve- 
ntfcc of Irelandy^ I will exhibit a, vie v<f of their 
fefveral products for the year ending at Lady-day 
I785i in order to form a juft and proper idea 
of the amount of the revenue before the operation 
of ^be liew duties took place, and which were 
laid on with a view to the commercial arrange- 
ment with Orctt Britain. 
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Four ftiUliMs tax upen ftlarfes ) , » ^^^ t ^ o ' 

9i366 8 7f 



Cafual receipis at the treaiuTy 



Aftioont iffuable from the treafury 1,037,1 17 7 1 1 

Dedu<^ nett produce of the 1 ,^^^ ^^ o ^ 
appropriated duties J ^36,076 8 7-^ 



Nett fum applicable to the cur- 
rent expeacci ©f the Nation in 

1785 



} 



799»04c> ^^ 6 



The fixpeaoes of this kingdom for t^be year 
eading Lady-diy^ 1785- 

Nettchargeof the Civil Lift ^87,145 o 8 

Military EflabliJhnrteiH 480,727 13 2 



Extraordinary charges, being 
payntents purfuant to Afls of ^ 
Parlianneni, and King's Let- 
ters; cxceedings on the heads of 
concordatum, military contin- (^ 
gencies, and Barracks, Pri- ' 
^age, Boanties to the Linen 
Manufadure, and allowance to 
the Commiffioners of Public 
accounts 



254*479 ^S 7 



Total' charge 
Deda6^ nett fum 9pplicable to \ 
the payment y 

deficiency in the revenue to dif- 7 
charge the expences 3 



799,040 18 6 
123,311 13 It 



T2 
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The magnitude of the fum dediadled from 
the revenue before it comes to the treafury mull 
appear enormous indeed, however it muft not 
entirely be fet down to the experice of collec- 
tion as it includes a fum of 85,792!. 7s. ^jd 
paid on account of premiums upon the export 
and import of fundry articles, likewife payments 
to which the hereditary revenue is fubje6t by 
the z6\ of tonnage and poundage as wine war- 
rants to privy cdunfellors, and fome inferior 
articles amounting to nearly 2000I. There 
appears to be paid on the head of falaries and 
gratuities to officers of the revenue the fum of 
I25,24ll- i8s. lid. which is about ten per cent 
for the mere wages of collefting to which add 
incidental charges on the revenue 94,2011. 19s. 
8d- raifes the expences of collefling the grofs 
revenue to near 17 per cent, a fum fo confider-, 
able, as certainly demands a ferious iu veftigation- 
The attention of one of our diflinguifhed fena- 
tors, was for fome time direfled to this object, 
without being able to effeft any thing of confe- 
quence, — moft indubitably the fureft of all re- 
fources in any modern ftate, is a fimplificaiion 
of taxe% and a reformation in the colledlion 
of them. 

1 will now take a view of the account of the 
kingdom lor the year ending Lady-day, 1789, 
w^hen the additional duties for equalizing the 
revenue with the expence were fome years im- 
pcfed. 

The 
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£. s. d. 

The grcfs produce of the here- 1 ^g, 

ditary revenue . ) 1 t> y * 

Ditto, additional duties 573>S97 ^ 8 i 



Making together the ordinary 7 .^^'j.SS? 2 ?J 

revenue 3 > 1 1> 1 or 

^. J. rf. 

Grofs produce of the Stamp 7 ^o r r 

Duties S ^ '^""^ '' ' 

Ditto, Pod-office 46,635 16 4 

Ditto, Appropriated Duties 278,519 11 7^ 

Grofs total 1,661,649 i 4» 

Dedud amount of drawbacks 7 « r> i 

OQ goods exported | 118,904 8 7 J 



Nett amount independent of 7 

local taxes J ^542,744 i2 8 | 

Dedufl expenccof colleftion, 1 « ^ ^ i 

bounties, &c. ) 481,056 4 6 ^ 

Clear amount which baffes into 7 ^ ,^^ ^ 

the treafury i* ^^61,688 8 2 i 

Add poundage and pells fee '^S^S^^ ^3 4 i 

4s. tax on abfentee falaries &c. 7 ^ , 

nett J ^>^S2 9 ii 

Cafual receipts at the Treafury 65,073 19 i 



Amount iffuable from the treafury 1,160,529 9 10 f 
Deduf^ nett produce of appro- ) 

priated duties J 204,175 8 3J 

Nett fum applicable to the cur- 7 

rent expence y 956,354 i 6{ 

Current 
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Current expences for the yeay ending Lady- 
day, 1789, 

£. s. d. 

Kelt charge of the civil lift 206.174 5 7f 

Ditto, military lift 535.093 ly 1 1 
Ditto, extraordinary charges, \ 

civil and military, exclulive f ^ ^ 

of grant for Militia and Lot- > ^9^*075 o joj 
lery prizes. ) 

Total amount of expence 1,032,343 5 8 

Dedu£l funfi applicable to dif- ) ^ 

charge thereof per contra / 9S >354 ' i 

■ — .. < . I ■ 

Deficiency in the unappropri-? 1 

ated revenue to anfwer the cup- [^ 

rent e:!jpence J 



7S»989 4 



From this view it appears, that there ha^ 
been an encreafe in tht? hereditary revenue over 
the preceding year of 'zi,284l. 155. 4|d. The 
revenue from the ftamp duties aqd poftrofEc^ 
alfo encreafed and the produce of the appropri- 
ated duties W2LS confiderably higher than in 
1778, but the additional duties deereafed 
35,26 lU 2s. 8jd. The grofs amount of the 
revenue exceeded that of the former year by 
i5>^93^« J^s. 9|d. but the deduction from this 
grofs revenue alfo encreafed prodigioufly being 
54,422!- 17s. greati^r than thofe of 1788, which 
eaufed the clear revenue of 1789 to be lefs than 
th^t pf the former year by 54,022!- 7s, o d. 
The cuftoms oiiiv^ards decrealed -about 1600U 
' * * "^ but 
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but the drawbacks upon export encreafed above 
15,000, which, added to the large encreafe of 
the bounties and premiums, being near 40jOoo1. 
more than the preceding year, prove an en(3*e^fc 
pf foreign trade, and domeftic improvement. 

The nett amount of the national expence for 
1789 being 1,032,^431- Ss. 8d, unluckily ex- 
ceeded the anticipition of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer by 13^3^3^' 5^- ^<^' However 
there were many heads of expenditure that 
appeared in a much more 'favourable point of 
view than in the accounts Jaft returned. The 
exccedings upon concordatum had decrealed 
25,076! IS. 9^^, The amount of King's let- 
ters was within the fum mentioned by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer and lefs than thofi? of 
1788 by 21,6881. 16s. 8jd. The civil lift 
however had encreafed above 8000I. arifing 
almoft whojly from the addition of new penfions. 
The military lift encreafed 29,046!. i8s. ijd. 
The deficiency of the unappropriated revenue 
to anfwer the current expence amounted to 
75,98.91. 4s. j|d. The deficiency would have 
been aboiat no^oool. byt for the cafual receipt 
at the treafury, on the fale of the lands of 
Knockroe (formerly appropriated to Duncannon 
fort, and afterwards to new Geneva). The 
Marquis of Waterford purchafed them for 34>ooc!. 
but a fimilar fource of return cannot in future 
be expelled, the prefent nett revenue cannot be 
confidered as being within ioo,oool. of the 
current expences of the nation. 

I fliall 
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I ihall no^-ftate the prefent debt of the nai 

tion, and point fuch modes as feem to bid faireft 

for its fpeedy extinftion. The funded debt 

voted by the committee of accounts as Owing at 

Lady-day, 1789, exclufiye of intereft,' amounted 

to 2,i'z7,783l. 6s. 8cl. but by t,he application of 

balances due to the crpwn, and the ftrikiug ©ff 

certain arrears, confidered not likely to be called 

for the nett debt due at J^ady-day, 1789, was 

only 2,202,547!. 15s. 3|d. However this fum 

cannot be confidered as the entire debt, for a part 

of the arrear of Sl^SooL due to officers widows 

being part of the fum ftruck off, may yet be 

claimed. It may alfo happen, th^t a pan of the 

fum returned as balances applicable to payment 

of the loan, maybe deficient, from the infolvency 

of the colleftors. Thefe circumftances muft lef- 

fen by fo much the fum applied in credit, and 

confequcntly cncrcafe the deb^; wherefore, it 

feeins to nie to be the faireft wav to take the fums 

reiurued as due on account of the principal of 

the funded debt, viz. 

- ■ ; - ■ c s. d. 

On debentures at si P-»* ^^^t 1,145^400 o o 
Treafury Bills 682,383 6 8 

Bank Capital 600,000 o o 



To this is to be added the amount 
of the vote of credit, ihe 3J of 
July, 1790 

Making in all 



}■ 



2,4*7.783 

200. coo 


6 8 



2,627,783 


6 8 




No 
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No charge is here made for the value of ftiort 
annuuies for which 'Z25ol. is. paid annually, 
nor of the tontine, which amounts to nearly 
49,6ool. per annum, and for which the nation 
received only 740,0001. when thefe are added 
to the above it will make the debt amount to 
3,367,7831. 6vS. 8d. This is a fum which from 
a confideration of the circumftances of Great 
Britain and Ireland, would demonftratively 
prove, that our national debt, was not only 
greater in proportion, but was encreafing more 
rapidly than that of the fifler kingdom. 
But inftead of dwelling on fo melancholy a 
fubjedl, I will turn my thoughts to the amount 
of the redeemable debt of the nation, and the 
nioft probable means of difcharging it. 

The principal due on loan de- ^ 

btintiires at Latly-clay, 1709, V 1,145,000 o o 
v\ns ' 3 

0:i ihc 3d of July, 1*790 by 7 

. voie of credit ' ]" ^00,000 a o 



Total 



^j3455^<^o o o 



We will fuppofe that nearly 
the balances applicable to paynient 
of the funded debt may be reco- 
vered, being ioo^cool. 

And that the furplus of the loan 
fund fhould average 30,000!. for 
five years from Lady-day, 1789, to 
Lady-day, 1794, being 150,000!. 

Total 350,000!. 

Thfu 
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Then the fum, which will be due 
OD debentures at si per cent at Lady- 
day, 1794, will be 995iOOoL 

The charter <^ tbe bank will i^early expire 
at thi$ tfine, aad frpfn the great fycc^fs that has 
attended that eftabliQimem, Ith^ fybferibers nauft 
be deiiroua of renewing it. Thus the public 
debt may be confiderably eafed, a;nd the bank 
capital confiderably encreafed. It pearhaps may 
be thought advifeable in 1793, <o lower the 
imereft of money to 5 per ccnit. a nieafure which 
ivould be attended with the moft ialutary confe- 
quences to this country, juft en>erging into a 
fhare of commercial confequence, and the greater 
part of her mantifadures in an infant ftate. 
Should the inlereft of money be reduced in 
J 7 93, the redu6lion of intereft on debentures 
will fucceed with more advantage the year fol- 
lowing, and the fame argu ment cannot be 
urged againft it by the holders of debentures, 
which was prefled fo ftrongly againft the reduc- 
tionofi788. The encreafe of bufinefs points 
out the neceflfay of encreafe of capital at the 
National Bank: we will fuppofe there will be 
an addition to their ftock of ^oo,oool. of the 
debentures at 3i per cent and this with the 
prefeut capital of 6oo,oool. at 4 per cent will 
make the amount 1,500,000!. Let a reduced 
annuiiy of 3 per cent be given for this, being 
45,oooI. and let their charter be renewed for 

fourteen 



I" 
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fourteen years. As bank flock originally ftood 
the fubfcribers about 8B, and now fells at 154 
per cent this would be a good bargain to the 
fubfcribers. • 

SlKHild thi^ idea take place, it would ojwrafioi* 
a reduftion of intercft on debentures including 
the si per cent, in the year 1790 by vote of 
credit and Bank annuity of 22,755 per annum. 
Add this to the eftimated fuppliesof 300001. the 
aiHiount will be 52,755. The fura due at Lady- 
day, 17895 o^ treafury bills was 682,383!. 6s. 8d. 
at 2k ^ day, or 3I. i6s. cjcl. per annum, which 
requires an intereft of 25,9^4!. 15s. yd. | per 
annum. Thefc treafury bills might in the courfe 
of three or four years be difcharg^ J as they be- 
came du«, by a proper application of lotteries, and 
loan dcbcrutures at 3I per cent iflued in their 
rtead, by this the principal would be reduced 
10 about 6oo,cool. and the intereft to 2i,oooI. 
This would make an addition to the above fur- 
plus of 4,9-4l- IS&. 7ci- i. The entire eflimated 
furplus in 1794 would be 57.679I ijs. 7IJ. 
But we will take the furplus at only 50,000!. 
and fix it as an inalienable finking fund in the 
courfe of eleven years and half it would dif- 
charge 706,515!. 6s. of 3I per cents bein^ 
the above amount of the treafury bills when 
changed into debentures, and the refidue of the 
prefent debentures (95,000!.) after making the 
propofed addition to the Bank capital. The- 
atraount of the bank annuity will then remain, 

ftated 
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ftated at 45,0001. and the tontine and ftiort 
annuities would require but nearly 51,000!. and 
the whole of the demand upon the loan fund 
would be 9^jOool. per annum, and although 
the fund fhonld not encreafe beyond the produce 
of 1789, there would be a clear furplus of 
no lefs than 90,0001. per annum. My 
learned and ingenious friend Doftor Price, in 
fpeaking of the different modes of reducing 
the national debt, fays that the moft effeftual 
method, is the efiablifliment of a permanent 
finking fund. The entire of this arrangement 
relative to the difcharge of the public debt, 
refis upon the confideration of the national 
expenditure not exceeding its income, a con- 
fummation of all others the moft to be wiflied for, 
efpecially in a time of peace. In the year 1785 
when additional duties were impofed, with a 
view to equalization, there appears by the re- 
port of the committee of accounts in every 
fubfequeut year a deficiency of revenue viz. 

At Lady-day, 1786 106,148 18 10 

1787 i8o,c.S2 4 3^ 

1788 S\,1^^ 6 II I 

1789 75^9^9 4 I i 



For the four years 4X3>4I3 H 2 I 



Average deficiency 103,353 8 6 | 

It 
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It may be faid that bounties and .premiums 
paid by various ads of Parliament amounted to 
more thaii the total deficiency ; bat this argu- 
ment is not altogether founded, for it was a 
principal induceoaent for confenting to feveral 
of the duties which now compofe part of the 
revenue^ to have a provifion made for the en- 
creafed expence of fuch premiums and bounties 
as would be deemed expedient to promote the 
national profperity. Befides, they are now 
become fo eftablifhed by aft of parliament, 
as to require a regular difcharge as much 
as the expences of government. The yeaily 
deficiency cannot be confidered at lefs 
than ioo,oocl. Ihort of the current expen* 
ces, wherefore a permanent equalization 
becomes abfolutely neceflary. In the colleflion 
of the revenue an immenfe redu(ftion ought to 
take place as the abufe in that department is tru- 
ly ihameful. Let us contraft the price of collect- 
ing the revenue in- Great-Britain and Ireland. 
Thegrofs produce of the revenue in Great-Bri- 
tain for 1788, amounted to 17,400,000!. .was 
colleded for 1,379,872, on an average about 7 i 
per cent. The grofs of Irifh revenue for the year 
ending Lady-day, 1789* was 1,661,649, falarics fcr 
collecting 157,665 being 9|per Gent, for the wages 
of colleftion, let to this be added the various in- 
cidental charges on the reventie colleiiion beinp 
■ 138,608 it raifcs the price of colleftingour grofs 
revenue to 17I. 6s. 8d. per Cent, or 3s. 7d. in 
the pound. The flamp duties of Great Britain 

for 
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'for 1788 aroounted t-o i>5Z9,9osl- the price of cpf- 

leaion 51,6911- ^e^^^g 3 i 'Pe^ <^e"^- ^^^^^ ^^""P 
duties of this kingdom for the year 1789 produced 
58,6c6l. the cbllefiiort of u^hidi Coft for falAfies 
and incidental charges 10,508!. beili^ about 18 per 
tent. The lartd tax bf Cre^t Britain <ofts for 
coUeaion fom^rtbing undar* 3 per cent. Tbe 
hearth money of this unfortuaate ifland in the year 
1-89 produced 70,628!, aud eoil for falatres and 
incidental cxpences, U,33'lv ^^'aj 16 per c^nU 
I will not ecUer at prefent into any further detail, 
it really diftreffes me too much, particularly as the 
comparifon mull already be fufficiently ftriking.— 
At the coflclufion of the next volume 1 m\l fubmit 
my ideas with the utftioft deference on the |>r«fent 
- lieterogeneous and abfurd jnafsof revenue laws with 
fome additional r€«iark on our finances. 

In the reign of George the fecond when the Dwke 
of Dorfet was Lord Lieutenant in the year 1731 the 
fuppli^s voted were 624,523!* os. 4|d. Tlie 

total charge and debt in faid year anmounted to 
1/219,4671. 9s 3id. The total credit 883,874!. 4s. 5^d. 
The debt of the nation was, 335,4^61. 7s 4^d. 

William Duke of Devonfhire was Chief Governor 
in 1737-, a fupply of 573,0361. 4s* 6|d^ was granted, 
the total charge and debt came 1,235,970!. 14s. ii|d. 
The total credit was 926,664!. 17?- o^d. Debt of 
the nation at that period 310,854!. 14s. ii|d. 

In 1745 during the adminiilratlon of Lord Chefter- 

field, the fupplies granted were 607,080!. is. 5^d. 

Total charge and debt amounted to 1,175,7581. os. 2|d. 

The total credit was 917,240!. 9s* 75d. The debt ^ 

of the nation came to 258,517!. los* 6|d. 

The 



'^ HISTORV or IRELAND. ttj 

The fupplies voted in 1747 \vhen Lord Harrington 
prelided over Ireland, were 575,027!. is. ickK The 
total of charge and debt came to 1,174,2461, xgs* o|d» 
The total credit 856,368!. i8s. ^^cl. and the debt 
of the nation amounted to 314,304!. i8s. ^d. 

In 175 1 the Dake of Dorfei being Lord Lieutenant, 
the fuppHes amounted to 326,720!. 4s. t^cL the 
total charge and debt caroe to 1,243,761!. os. Cj^d* 
Total tredit 1,266,131!. 2S. 5|d. The nation then 
in credit 22,370!. is. iijd. 

In 1755 under the adminiftratioiiof the Marquis of 
Hartington 300,000!. were voted as the fupply. The 
entire charge and debt amounted to i^io^,c6ll. 6s. 
lo^d. Total credit amounted to I9580.465L 12s. 52d. 
The nation in credit 471,404!. 5^. 6Jd.. . 

The Dulie of Bedford in 1757 was our Chief 
Governor in that year a fupply of 116,850!. xos.-iod. 
was granted.' The entire charge and debt of the 
nation amounted to 1,318,263!. 4s. 8d, The total 
credit come to 1,567,686!. os. o|d. The nation 
was then in credit 249,^^2!. 158. 4|cl. 




In 1763 the fupply amounted to I,i68-,i67l. 2s. 6d, 
the Earl of Northnmberland then Chief Governor. 
The total charge and debt amounted to 1,902,4811. 
19s. c^d. Total credit i,38l,32bl, 2s, sJd. The 
nation tlieu in debt 52i}i6il. 16s. 68d. 

Under 
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Under Lord Hertford, ia 1765, a fupply was rated 
of i,092>736l. cs. loid. The total amount of 
charge and debt for that year, was 2^026,923^^ 
I as. 5|d. The t6tal credit amoHmted to 1,518,049b 
^£. 8jd. The debt of the nation was 50858.74^ 

In the year 1767 under the adminiftratioa of 
Lord Townfend the fupplies voted were iji^S^ia^K 
15s* ijd. Total charge and debt 2,075,5 1 rl. ics. io|J. 
Total credit 1,493,552!. 17s. i|d. Debt of the 
nation 581,964]. 3s. p^d. 

In 1773 Earl of Ilarcourl being Lord Lieutenant 
the fupplies amounted to i,402,459K 2S. 9^-d. 
Total charge . and debt 2,394,4621.0s. 55d. Total 
credit Ij394>77S5- Ss, 5Jd. National debt 

994,89c!. los, ic^d. 

During the Earl of Buckinghamfliire*s adminifl ra- 
tion in tiie year 1777 the furpplies came to i ,416,883!. 6s. 
Total charge and debt 2,561,065!. 16s. ijd. Total 
credit. 1,7354639!* os. lijd. Debt of the nation 
834,c86l. 19:. il^. 

In the year 1781 Lbrd Carlifle being Chief Gover- 
nor, ihe fupplies voted amounted to 2,480,813!. 7s. i<.'. 
Total ciiarg;e and debt for ft/id year 2,765, 72RI. 7s. 6^). 
Total credit 1,211,602^ 14s. lay]. Debt ot ihc 
naiion 1,551,704!. 7s. 8|d. 

Ill 1783 Lord Northington being Chief Governor l!\e 
fupplies amounted to 2,756,262!. 3s. 94J. Debt 
and total . charge 3,646,147.1. 5s. iii-d. Total 
credit 1,726,761!. cs. 3|^L Debt of the nation 
i,9i9>3^^'- js. 7|<1. ' ' 

Iif 
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In 1784, the Duke 6f Rutland Chief Governor. 

The fuppliesfor that year came to -^S 18,653!. 2f. 4^. 

Total charge and debt 3,015,570!; 7s. 3d. Total 

(reilit 970,5681. 15s. 4|d. Debt of the nation 

,2>i23,S43^- IIS. 3jd. 

In 1788 the Marquis of Buckingham being ^ord 
Lieutenant, the fupplies voted were 3,306,599!. 13s. 2|d.' 
jTotal charge and debt 3,387,2971. 5s. ^id. Total 
credit 1,127,032!. irs; i^^d. Debt of the nation 
2,240,2041. 14s. 8d; 

In 17^6 John ;feari of Weflmoreland being Chief 
Governor, the foppiics voted amounted to 3,126,956!. 
i2S. 5'd. 

Unfortunately our fyftem of finance, has ari 
unavoidable tendency to oppreffion. Por we 
not oniy affift in paying the rieceflary charges of 
government, but for conducing meafures which 
are frequently contrary to the national intei'eft ; 
Wherefore, it is high time for Ireland to devife 
a piaii to ftop the further aCturnulation of debt, 
other wife the prefent ruinotis' fyftem muft ter 
ininate in > total bankruptcy or grie\'ous oppref- 
fion. It would be an Herculean tafk to adjirft the 
many arguments which have a!t different periods 
been fuggefted to demonftrate the dangerous cbn- 
fequences refulting from an encreafe of ppblic 
debts, wherefore, I Ihall cohcifely endeavour to 
examine into the difadvaiitaged of borrowing 
money in cafes of emergency, and the bad confe- 
qjaences of public debts, for the deftruftive 
U tendency 
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icA4enc3f they have to accumulate, and cn- 
creafe unbounded credit, is calculated to induce 
a nation toundeftake foolifh and rafti enterprizes, 
and conleqilently debts are 'often contrafted, 
not in fupport of advantageous meafures, but to 
t^rty on the corrupt and ambitious projeds of 
the Sovereign and his Miniftcrs. In fuch cafe, 
mdney is borrowed on terms extremely injurious 
to the public, as the nation is obliged to fubmit 
to the money lender's terms, who never fails 
to avail himfelf of the diftrefs of the ftate. The 
fum neceflary to difcharge the interefl of the 
public debt, is an heavy load upon the wealth 
and induftry of the kingdom. Additional taxes 
taife the neceilaries of life, amd check our ma- 
nufa^ures. The ruin of the Dutch manafed- 
tnrers is generally afcribed to the enormous taxes 
their public debts had entailed upon them. — 
I^ublic debts likewife are produflive of idlenefs 
and immorality among the people, as th« interefl 
cannot be raifed, unlefs government encourages, 
or at lead connives at, exceflive.expences among 
the different ranks of the people which 
evidently tend to corrupt their manners and 
diminilh their numbers, however, every confi- 
deration muft yield for the benefit of the reve- 
nue. We are heavily burthened to pay the 
intereft of our debts and alfo obliged to fup- 
pon a fwarm of officers for the purppfe of col- 
leiiing fuch branches of the revenue as are 
appropriated to that purpafe, and in our govern- 
ment this drcumilance is particularly injurious 

as 
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as luch numbers bf revenue officttshaVe a tenden* 
ty to occalion important alterations in oiar poll* 
tical fyflem. Puolic debts when extended to 
a great heigtt, evidently tend to weaken the 
nation by which they are incbtred. Indeed 
every political fyftpm may be highly exception- 
able in two Icfpedls, as founded on improper 
f)rinciples or having a propenfity and direft, 
tendency to petveffion. Piiblifc dfebts, it miift 
be acknowledged, ari particularly Uable to he 
perverted. 

It is a: fafttirat cannot td cdntrovehed; that 
trhen a nation b^ins to rtin into dfebt, the 
burthen perpettally increafes. In France during 
Sully^s admiriftration, a fraall dimintttion of 
the public inciifaibraticeS took plae^, but in h^ 
extent very inconfidetable, TTbe ivaUt of public 
zeal prevents the adoption of dedfive meaili^^d 
for the liberation of the revenue. The creditor, 
in the general content VB^ith the punftual difchii^e 
of his intcteft, relieves the Minifter from the 
moft odious df ill duties, the encrcafe oftaixes* 
In timeofpe^ce. The iSffinifter then ha^ time 
to plan meafure^ fdt the ptefervation of his 
Own JJower, while thd public dpprej(&d with 
accumulated biitthens, pei'hiit matters t6 pro- 
ceed on ^s they are, neither knowing what to hope, 
tior what to fear. When a nation ii fefolved to 
deftay its exttaordinary eixpencfes by bori^owing 
iiionefy, it ought to fix upon certain unalterable 
|)riDciplcs, from iip-hieh it Ihould nevfer deviaite. 

Vi ■ It 
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It ought to be a fixed rule, never to become 
bound to difcharge a fhilUng more, than the 
principal fpecific fum originally borrowed. The 
adding an artificial to a real capital is the moft 
deftruftive of all financial meafures; and the 
Minifter that would propofe fiich a fcheme, ought 
to be impeached. It fhould' alfo be an eftablilhed 
rule, that the public fliould have the power of 
paying the ftate creditor, at any time, whenever 
money could be borrowed at a lower rate of 
intereft. A finking fund ought to be founded 
for the redemption of public debts ; and it ought 
not to arife from any furplus of revenue, or the 
cncreafing produce of any particular branches, 
but front a fixed and produftive tax commenfu- 
rate as nearly as poiliblc to the opulence of the 
nation and thfi debts it has incurred. A differ- 
ent clafs of men ought to be chofen to difcharge 
the public debts, from thofe who contradled 
them ; therefore the management of a finking 
fund ought to be committed to individuals in a 
fpecial manner refponfible for its fuccefs, Pecu- 
liar reftridions, and fecurities fhould be devifed 
to prevent wafte of public money, for it is the fcan- 
daloiis profligacy of thofe who have the manage- 
ment of the public purfe, which occafions diftrefs 
and profufion in the finances of a country. By 
adhering to thefe, principles public debis might 
be fafely contrafted, and the funding fyftem 
would neither become burthenfome, or ruinous 
to a flate. There is no axiom more felf evident 
than this, that if the national debt is not dimi- 

nifhed 
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nifhed, and no meaifures taken to advance the 
increafe of our wealth, we muft Ihortly be re- 
duced to the greateft calamity. If the furplus 
of our revenue cannot fafely be expended to en- ^ 
courage our agriculture, induftry, and com- 
merce ; if the fovereign in attempting to perform 
fucha duty is expofed to innumerable delufions; 
andif direding the induftry of the people towards 
employments the moft fuiuble to the general 
interefts of fociety is a talk for which no human 
wifdom or knowledge could ever be fufficient- 
nothing then ren^ains but to ftrain every nerve 
to leflen the national debt by an annual applica- 
tion of a fpccific fum invariably applied to the 
dxfcharge of our public incumbrances. 

In the adminiftration of taxes the ftatefman 
ought to confider carefully and deliberately whe- 
ther managing by commiffioners or forming the 
taxes would be the moft produdUve to the ftatc 
Tbebeft mcde of refolding this, is to point out the 
inconveniencies and advantages of the two modes. 
The arguments againft farming are thefc : For- 
tunes made by the farmers would excite jealoufy 
in the minds of the pe6ple on feeing a fet of men 
become rich at their expence and hatred againft 
government would immediately enfue^ In years 
of public calamity, farmers would claim a 
deduftion of the annual fum paid by them, and 
could hardly be refufed; the farmers would then 
gain by overvaluing their lofs, the ftate would 
confequently lofe. The public would pay lefs 

willingly 
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l^iUingi^tQ the farmers than to the king- Th<f 
principal arguments in favour of farming the 
taxes are, the advantages of having ^ fixed and 
certain revjenuc to rely on at a regular period ; 
that farmers virpuld aft with more zeal for them- 
felves, ^nd with greater impartiality in the 
appointment of inferior officers, as well as 
greatier frugality, and wou^ confequently be 
able to give an higher pent than could be made 
under the bcft management; befidcs every man 
confiders himifelf competent to adminifter the 
King's affairs, becanfc he finds profit in it; 
but no. man will undertake the farming of a 
revenue he does not well undcrftand. In order 
therefore to decide whether the preference 
ftiould be given to the farming or to the manage- 
ment, circumflances are to be weighedi Wbe^ 
a tax is new or has been ill managed, or has fal- 
len without an apparent c^ufe belpw what if 
formerly produced or ought to produce, in fuch 
cafes farming may be of ufe provjdpd it be limited. 
But when a tax is well underftpod, and a good 
mode of levying it planned, it m^y b€ well 
raifed, ami perhaps bettef imprpved under ma- 
nagement; and alfo when it is of a nature tp 
be eafily underftood, and the exercife of levying 
it points out all the frauds poflible tp be commit- 
tecl. A tax when farmed in order to be improved 
will naturally draw at firft a lefs rent than the 
fum liquidated, as a free profit by the formei: 
management, becaufe the farmers will be defir- 
pus to fecure to ihcmfelves a good profit; an<J 
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in the next place they muft make 9 coafiderable 
advance^ as a fecurity for fulfillic^ff their engage* 
raent, which muft be confidered as a dedudlioii 
out of the produce of the tax. All new taxes 
ought to be levied with the greateft lenity, and 
the firft year's deficiency is well beftowed, if 
government could difcovcr the different ways 
which may be ufed to defraud the tax, and form 
a good idea to what it may in time amount to, 
when the management is brought to perfedli^fnf 
As long therefore as management tends to im-< 
prove a new impofe^ tax, it ought not to be 
farmed ; but when either from the extent of the 
impofition or the nature of it, frauds multiply, 
and management becomes more and more dif- 
ficult, then it ought to be let to farm. For if 
this be not done frauds will rapidly increafe 
and government will be reduced to the necef* 
fity of impofing fevcre penalties. Commiflioners 
will relu6lantly put thefe into execution and 
the management thereby will relax, but if 
penalties are rigidly exaded, they may become 
an inftrument for oppreffion, and although juf- 
tice be done and none but delinquents be punifh- 
ed, however the people will be ill afieAed tp 
the puniftiment of an a£iion which in itfelf they 
do not confider as a crime, whereas in farming-, 
frauds would be prevented more by vigilance 
than by fear of punifliment. Thus the tax 
would yearly improve and feeds inftead 
of increafing would entirely fuhfide. But 
nothing fhort of divine wifdom can ajt firft create 
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perfeft order ; and in all human affairs it muft 
be the work of time and the refult of labour and 
intenfe application. To analjfe pur public debts 
and to enquire into the real nature aud amourt 
of them together with the hiftory of the progrefs 
and prefent ftate of our revenue would require 
happier talents, greater induftry and refclution 
to complete the arduous undertaking than I am 
poflefled of. A real Iqve for my country en-r 
gaged me in this work, as the welfajre of Ireland 
is the objeft next to my hearty and m^-y I liye 
to fee her enlightened policy communicating tq 
the Roman Catholics thofe bleffmgs which they 
ought to enjoy, ^ meafure which would redound 
to the honour and profperity of the nation and 
enfare happinefs to million* yet unbori^. We 
have given the Roman Catholics property, 
whilft we abfurdly withhold from them the right 
of protefling it, we refufe them education botl^ 
abroad and at home. For fhame, to allow them 
wealth, and to debar them from thofe accom- 
plifhmeuts, which would render riches a blef: 
fing and not a curfe. Let us remove their igno- 
rance, by enlightening their intelledual darknefs 
and generoufly confer on them thofe privileges 
which other feparaiifis from the eftablifhment 
have loug fmce enjoyed. Then our literary 
horizon would become more exienfive. Huma- 
nity would be more regarded in all our f^fteniJ^ 
and plans; the public good would enter into 
negociations not merely as an expreffion^ but 

as an objeft of utility even to King*. And if 
Djfi'ji J ill. 
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ever philofopty is permitted to infinuate herfelf 
into the hearts of our fovereigns and their minif* 
ters, our politics will be fimplified and improved, 
divines and philofoph^jrs would epjoy a freedom 
of thiukiug, and an unlimited toleration of. all 
tenets and opinions that did not clalh with the 
moral code Qf natipng, would ali^oft infepfibly 
extinguiih th^ entliufiafm pf the clergy, ^nd the 
fanaiicifm of the people. Then would the em^ 
pire of defpotifm which long, too long has 
opprefled and degraded the human mind, fail, 
never to rife again, and the fovereignty oi jetton, 
would rule triumphant amidft the fpendour of 
arts, of morals, of juftice and of liberty, 

Liberty will arife from the ruins of oppreflion, 
it already exifts in the heart of every man, 
public writings will gradually infiil. it into the 
minds of all enlightened narions. Mankind 
will at length become fenfible that liberty 13 the 
chief gift of Heaven, as it is nnqueftionably the 
fountain of virtue. And the period is at no great 
diftance, when the inftruments of defpotifm will 
become iis deflroyers, and the enemies of huma- 
nity will exert ihemfelves in its defence. If 
kings and minifters love their people they will 
be happy. Then will they have no caufe to fear 
the femimems of freedom or the difaSeftion of 
bad men. The difafiedlion of the heart is much 
more dangerous; for virtue when roufed and 
kindled into indignation is capable of the moft 
defpcr^te afls. Brutus arid Cato were virtuous 

me]^ 



tgl THSPatlTlCAL 

(neot, but they were redueedl by necefihy to 
the akernativc of fuicide or the death of Ctefar. 
Wh«Q nations have arrivfed to maturity tlien is 
the age of philofo^phy. Philolbphers ever abo- 
minate tyranny aa4 impofture, beeaufe they 
enflave mankind; they do not defire to rule, 
but require of thofc that govern to cojifider 
the public happinefs as the only fource of their 
enjoyment. I am fenfible that in fpeaking of our 
<^preffion and evils J am reproaching our rulers 
with their errors and with their crimes. How- 
ever this eonfideration fliall not diflfliade me from 
every exe?ftiou of my humble endeavours in die 
facred caufe of humanity, J will inform princes 
of tjicir duties, and of the fights of the people. 
I will delineate the fatal efiefls of that power 
which is guilty of oppreflioi;, and I will repro- 
bate the indolent weakhefs th^t permits it. Let 
then governors abftain from a£ts of tyranny. Let 
good monarchs be hleft with happy and enlight- 
ened fubjefts; and let tyrants h^ve none but brutes 
to reign over. To cpnclud^, a parliamentary ro- 
form i& the only otgeft and the objedl alone to 
whicl\ I wifh ardently to d;refi; the attention of 
xny countrymen, and if they turn away their 
flyes ffom it until effeded, may the^r indolence 
be engraven on th^ marble of their tombsj, and 
;jccufe their alhes, while pofterity trample on 
them; for nothing fhort of a radical reform in 
parliament can give permanency to our freedonb 
and (lop minifterial profufiou in the fenate, and 
ff ive vigour and efficacy -to our ipianufaftures. 
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our £orainarce ♦nd iiiduAry. Ho^v* fhtll tMi 
blefiing be aequiredf By a fpiirited atid inoeflant 
perfeWranoe in th^ faioe conftttmional and vein* 
perai^ condu^ which hiiherto has ch^raderissed 
the proceedings of the aatioa. I conjure the 
wifdom of the Icgiflature on the enfuing feflion 
of Pwliameut to freethi^ir loyal Homaa Catholic 
brethern irom their prefent ftatc of degradation. 
Let them gcneroufly give them thofe rights which 
areinfeperahle from their exiftencct, and to whicA 
their fidelity and attachment to their fovereign 
fo juilly ontitle them. UnfeeUpg, magqj^rou^ 
ungniteful ({fcendancy^ forqe pot three millions 
of Catholic? to abaivdoa thcij? native country, 
who at fuch a jun^urci would ^ddrefs the bone§ 
of their deceafed fathers in thefe pitiable accents, 
arifcy come with us iftfo a land where there is no 
afcendancy hut that of Reajbn^ pf Liberty ^ of 
Jujiicgy and Equality y L,egiIlator«, it is yours alone 
to prevent fuch melancholy fccnea. Take there- 
fore the glorious rcfolution of emancipating yoiir 
fellow citizens from the prefent code of unfocial 
laws. Divines, let It be your province to teach 
your flocks that liberty is the ii;]«ftitmion of God, 
. and authority that of man, dare to erpofe the 
myfteribuB art$ wh^ch have 'too long held the 
world in chains and darknefs, — tet mea fee 
how their credulity has been impofed on, then 
will they re^flutne with rone accord tha ufe of 
tbcir fap^Uies, and vindicate the honour of 
man^ thw might we eiped the reformation of 
a declining conflitution, and degenerate Parlia- 
ment 
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ment, a labour which is the peculiar duty of 
the coUeftive body to effeftuate. With a view- 
to iiDprefe the fubjeft mone ftrongly on the minds 
of the people. I fubjoin a detailed and cxaft 
flatcment of the prefent reprefentation of this 
country. 

Antrim Co. Rcprefented by the Right Hon. 
John O'Neill,, and Edward J. 
Agnew, Efq. — returned by free- 
holders. 

ANTRIM Bo. Reprefented by the ftight Hon. 
Wm. John Skeffington and Hon. 
Chichefter Skeffington > — patron,^ 
Earl of MaOkreene. 

B^Lf AST Bp. Reprefented by the Hon. Henry 
Skeffington, and Hon. Jofeph 
Hewitt,-rprpprietor, Earl of Done- 
gall, 

LisBURN Bo. Reprefented by Geo. Hatton, and 
John Moore, Efqrs, — proprietor. 
Earl of Hertfordy^but this borough 
• is ftruggling for freedom. 

Ranpals7ow» Reprefented by John Dunn, and 
Bo. Michael Smith,. Efqrs. — ^patron 

Right Hon. John O'Neill. 

Armagh Co. Reprefented by the Right Hon. 
Wm. Brownlow, and Wm. Rich- 
ardfon, Efqrs, — returned by free- 
holders. 

Armagh 
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ArWagu Bo. Reprefent^d by the Right. Hon. 
Robert Hobart, and Geo. Rawfon, 
Efq. — patron, his Grace the Pri- 
mate 

Charlemomt. Reprefented by Sir AnnefleyStcw* 
art, Bart, and Richard Sheridan, 
Efq. — ^proprietor Earl of Ch^rle- 
moat. 

Carrickfsrgus Reprefented by Ezekiel D. Wil- 
CO. & TOWN. fon, and Alexander Hamilton, 
Efqrs. — Eail of Donegall, no- 
minates one. 

CarlX)w Co. Reprefented by Wra. Burton, and 
Henry Bruen, Efqrs. — returned by 
freeholders 

Carlow Bo. Reprefented by Aug. Cavendifti, 
Bradftiaw, and Jn. Orm. Vande- 
ieur, Efqrs.—- patron Wm. Burton. 

Old Leiohl IN Reprefented by Edward Cook^ 
Bo. and Patrick Duigenan, Efqrs. — 

patron Biihop of Leighlin and 
Ferns. 

Cavan Co. Reprefented by Cbatlc;s Stewart, 
and Francis Saunderfon, Efq:rs. — 
returned by freeholders. 

Belturbet Reprefented by John M'Clintodc, 
Bo. and Maurice Coppinger, Efqrs. — 

patron. Lord Belmore. 

Cavan 
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Reprefemed by Thomas Nefbin^ 
£lq. and the Rigbt Hon. Ld. Char^ 
Fitssgcrald, — patrons the Cleraentd 
and Nelbitt families, jointly. 

Reprefemcd by Francis Macnamara, 
Efq* and Hon. Francis Burtons- 
returned by freeholders. 

Reprefented by the Right Hon. Sir 
L. O'Brien/Bar^ and Right Hon. 
Wm. CoByngbam,-— patrons Sit' 
Lucius O'Brien and CoL Burton 
Conyngham 

Reprefented by Lord Kingifeorougb, 
an^ Abraham Morris, Efq. — return- 
ed by freeholders. 

Reprefenied by Sir John Freke, 
Blrt- add Richard Grace, Efq.^— ' 
patron Sir John Frekc, Bart. 

i^ANDbN-BRZDGK Rdprefented by Btod. Chiti- 
Bo. nery, and Lodge Morres, Efqts, — 
patrons. Earl of Shannon and Jas* 
Bernard. 

Castirmahtt'r Reprefented by Sir lames L* 
Bo. Coter,Baft. atid Sif J- C. Colthurft^ 
Bart.-^ pairon» Earl- of SJiannon^ 

Cii^ARiKViLlB Repteftoted by the Right Hois. 

Bo. Sir J. Blaquiete, IL B. and Roger- 

fon Goter, Efq,— patrons, Eafls of 

Cork and Shannon, 

^ Cloonikklty 
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Clognikelty Reprefented by Charles 0*Neill, 
JBo. and John Hobfon, Efqrs.— pAtron, 
Earl of Shannon. 

Cork City. Seprefentcd by the Right Hod. 
Richard Longfield, and Hon. J. H. 
Hutchinfon,-^retuirned by freemen. , 

DoMXRAiLE Reprefented by James Chatterton, 
Bo* and John Maxwell, £fqr3.— pro- 

prietor. Lord Donetaile. 

KiNSALK Reprefented by James Kearney and 
TOWN Wm; Rowley, Efqrs. — patrons Lord 

de Clifford and Jam^s Kearney. 

Mallow Reprefented by Denham Jephfon, 
TOWN. and John Longfield, Efqrs.— patrOii, 
Denham Jephfon j but tbi€ town is 
ftruggling for freedom. 

MiDDLETON Rq>refented by Col. Thomas Pigott, 
Bo. and Arthur Dawfon, Efq, — patrpn. 

Lord Middleton. 

Rathcormuck Reprefented by Henry Duquery, 
Bo. and Jn. P. Curran, $fqrs. — ^patron 
Lord Riverfdale. 

YauGrtALL Reprefented by Robeit Unia^ke, and 

TOWN. James Uniacke, Efqrs. — ^patrons Earl 

of Shannon, and the Uniacke family. 

DoNEGALL Reprefented by Alexander Montgo- 
Co. mery, and Henry Vaugh. Brooke, 

Efqrs. — returned by freeholders. 

Balltshannow 



* 3^4 TM£ PO Lj Tl C A L 

Ballt? SHANNON Reprcfented by Thos. DicLfon, 
Bo* Efq. and Sir Mich. Cromie, Bart* 

— patron. Right Hon. Tho.nias Co- 
nolly. 

Don FG ALL Reprefented by Humphry Bmler, 
Bo. Efq. and , patron. 

Earl of Arran. 

KiLLiBEGsBo. Reprefented by John Wolfe, Efq. 
and the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Cavendifh, 
—patron, Col. W. B. Conyngham.- 

LiffordBo. Reprefented by Lord Vifc. Creigh- 
ton, and Hon. Abraham Creighion. 
|)atroni Lord Erne^ 

St* Johns-* Hon. Wra. Forward, jtnd Hon. H. 
TOWN Bo. Howard, — patron. Lord Wicklow; 

Down Co* Reprefented by the Earl of Hillfc 
borough, and Hon. Robert Siewart^ 
— returned by freeholders. 

Bangor Bo- Reprefented fey Sir J. Blackwood, 
Bart, and John Kearne, Efq. — 
proprietor. Lord Bangor. 

CowNPATRicK Reprefented by Clotwofthy Row- 
Bo. ley and Jonathan Chetwood, Efqrs. 
— a potwalloping borough, but in- 
fluenced by Lord deCliflbrd. ■ 

Hillsborough 
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•JSiLLSBOjsiouGH Reprefentcd by W. Montgornery: 
Boi and Robert Jdhnfon, Efqrs. — pro- 
prietor. Marquis of Downftiire. 

KiLLYLCAGH Rcprefentcd by Hon. Robt. Ward, 
Bo. and Jsts. Blackwood, Efq. — patron; 
Sir J. Blackwood, Bart. 

NitWRY Bo. Reprefentcd by Ifaac Cofry, and 
'Robert Rofs, Efqrs.-^— a potwalloping 
"borough, but influenced by the 
Needham family, 

Newt6ww- Reprefentcd by the Hon. l^ichafd 
ARps 30., Annefley, and John Latouche, Efq; 
--proprietor. Lord Galedon: 

Drogh^da Reprefentcd by Wm. Meade 

to.&TOwN. Qgle, and John Forbes, Efqrs. — 

returned by freemen and freeholders. 

Dublin Co. Reprefentcd by Sir Edward New- 
enham, and John Finlay, Efq. — 
teturned by freeholders. 

Dublin cxty. Reprefentcd by the Right Hon; 
Lord H. Fitzgerald, and the Right 
Hon. Henry Grattan. — returned by 
freemen and freeholders* 

University. Reprefentcd by Arthur Browne, 
Efq. and the Hon. Francis H. 
Hutchinfon. — returned by Fellows 
and Scholars. 

Newcastle 
X 
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Newcastle Reprefeuted by. the Right Hon. 
Bo* David Latouche^ and David La- 
touchc, Jun. Efq. — proprietor, Rt. 
Hon. Davia Latouche. 

SwonDs Bo. Reprefentcd by John Claudius Be- 
resford, and Gen. Eyre Maffey, — 
a potwalloping borough. 

Fermanagh Reprefented by Col. Mervyn Arch- 
' Co. dall, and Lord Vifc. Cole, — return- 

ed by freeholders 

Enniskillen Reprefented by the Hon. A. Cole 

Bo. Hamilton, and Richard Magennis, 

jun. Efq. — patron. Earl' of Ennif- 

killen, 

GaLway Co. Reprefented by Wm. P. K. French, 
.and j. Henry Blake/ Efqrs.— re- 
turned by freeholders. 



Am EN p. Y 
TOWN 

GalVv'ay 

TOW X 

TuAM Bo. 



Reprefented by Theoph. Blakeney^ 
and Win. Blakeney, Efqrs. — patron, 
Mr. Blakeney. 

Reprefented by the pightHon. Sir 
Skefrngton Smyth, Bart, and Peter 
Daly, Efq. — patron, the Daly family. 

Reprefented by Sir Thos Lighton, 
Bart, and Jonah Barriugton, Efq. 
— patron,' Mr. Bingham, of New- 
brook. 

Kerny 
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Kerry Co* ftepf efented by John Blennerhal&t, 
Efq; and Sir Barry Denny, Bart.-— 
returned by freeholders. 

Ardfkrt Bo. Replrefented by Robert Day, and 
Richard Archdall, £fqrs. — ^patron. 
Earl of Glandore* 

DiNGLEicotJCH Repi'efcnted by Richard Boyle 
Bo. Towiiftiend, and John Townftiend^ 
Efqrs. — patron. Rich. B, Uownf- 
hend* 

, Tralrr Bo. Represented by Ctolbie Morgell, 
Efq. and Sir Boyle Roche, Bart. — 
patron. Sir Barry Dentiy, Bart. 

K 1 LDARE Co. Reprefented by the Right Hon. Ld* 
E. Fitzgerald, and M, B. St. Leger 
Keating, Efq*-^returned by free- 
holders. 

Athy Bo. Reprefented by Arthur Ormfby, and 
Fred. J* Falkitier, Efqrs— Proprie- 
tor, Duk6 of Leinfter. 

Harristown Reprefented by Sir Fitzgerald Ayl- 

Bq. mer,Bart* and Arthur Burdett, Efq* 

—proprietor, John Latouche, Efq} 

This borough does not contain one 

houfe* 

X i KlLDARifi 
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KiiDARX B6. Reprefcnted l^ Sim^n Digby, and 
Robert Graydon, Efqrs. — propri- 
etor, ©nke of Lcihft^. 

Naas Bo RepihefCTted by Joliii Boiirke, smd 
J\aine& Bond, Efqrs. — ^patron. Earl 
of Mayo. 

KjfLKJENKY Reprefeiited by the Right HoDe 
Co. Wm. B. Ponfonby, and the Right 

Hon. Lord Vifc. Thurles— returned 
by freeholders. 

Gallak Bof Reprefented by William Meeke, 
*an& Nathaniel Warren, Efqrs.— 
patron, Laid Callah. 

St. Canice Reprefented by the Right Hon. J. 

feo. M. Maf^n, ind Capt. Mkrcus Be- 

resford.-^iatron, Bifiiop of Offbry. 

Innistiooe Reprefented by George Ponfonby 
Bo. and John Lloyd, Efqrs. — ^proprietor, 
WilliaiA Tlghe. 

GowRAN Bo. Reprefented by Patrick Welch, and 
George Dunbar, '£fqrs. — ^patron, 
LordGIifden. 

KiiKTEHNY Reprefented My the' tton. Jaihes B. 

City Wandesfofd, and James Weyms, 

Efq. — retutned by freemen, but the 

city is divided between Lord Dyfart 

and the Earl of Ormond. 

Knoctopheh 



HISTORY OP I RKIAND. &c« 309 

^NOCTpPHXR Reprefentedby Sir Her. Langriftie, 

Bo. Bart, and Robert Langrifhe, Efq. 

— patron, Sir Her. Langrifhe, Bart. 

Thqi^a^tqwn R^prefepted by G^prge Bunbuiy, 
Bp, .^nd Gep. Burdett, Efqrs. — ^patron. 
Lord CUfdfn. "^ 

King's Co. Reprefented by Dennis B. Daly, 
|;fq. ajid l^ir L. P^rfons, Bart.-T- 
jeturned by freeholders. 

Banaghek Reprefented by Edward Hoare, and 
Bo. Jobn Metge, Efqra — patrpp, Rj^^t 
Hon. Y/^xn. ^. Po^fcjnby. 

Philtpstown Reprefented by Wni. Sankey, and 
Bo. Arthur O'Connor, Efqrs. — patron^ 
Earl pf Bplvidpre. 

Leitrim Go. Reprefented by the Right Hod. H. 
• J. Clements, and Right Hon. Thos. 
Jones.— returned by frpeholders- 

CarrickBo. Reprefented by th^e Hon. Nath. 
Clements, and Edward King, Efq. 
patron. Lord Leitrim. 

]AMM.sTqy9^ ^leprefented by t,he Right Hon. 
Bo. ^ Arthur Wolfe, gni iJenry Wood, 
Efq.— patron, Mr. King of Char-' 
leftown. 

Limerick 
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J.iMjtKipKCk>, Reprefentedby John Waller, Efq, 
and Hon- John Maffey.— returned 
by freeholders. 

Af5KEYT0N[ Repjefentgd by Sir Jofeph Hbarc, 
Bo. Bart, and Henry Alexander, Efq, 

patrons. Earl of Carrick, and Lord 
Maffey, 

KiLMALLOCK Reprefented by Peter Holmes, and 
Bo. Charles Wm. Bury, fifqrs. — patron, 
Right Hon. Silver Oliver. 

Limerick Reprefented by Prendergaft Smyth, 
ci^-Y Efq- ^nd Hon. Edbund Tery.--? 
patrons. Lord Pery> an4 Prender- 
gaft Smyth. 

Londonderry Reprefented by the Right Hon, 
Co. Thomas Conolly, and t^ Earl of 
Tyrone.— HTCturned. by freeholders. 

CoLERAiNB Reprefented by Geo. Jackfon, and 
Bo. Geo. Fitzgerald Hill, Efqrs. — ^par 
trons. Marquis of Waterford, and 
George Jackfon, 

Londonderry Reprefented by Sir Hugh Hill, 
CITY "Bart, and William Lee ky, Efq. — ^ 
returned by freemen. 

Newtonlima- Reprefented by John Staples, 
VADY Bo. and John Richardfon; Efqrs.—- 
patron, Right Hon. Thomas Co- 
polly. 

LO>(GFOZBk 
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LoNGFqkD Reprefentedby Sir Wm. G. New- 
Co- ' ^ cornea Bait- and C. B. Harmau Efq- 
' — ^returjaed by freeboldcrs. 

GranaRD Reprcfented by John O'Vandeleur 
Bo. and Thomas P. Vandeleor Efqrs-^ — 
Proprietors Mife Macartney and 
Mrs. Greville; 

Lakxsborough Rcprefented by Gar. P. Bulhe 
Bo. and Stepben Moore Efqrs.— Patron 
liord Clonbrock* 
t 
Longford Reprefented by Lord Headlbrt and 

Bo. Henry Stewart, Efq. — ^PatTOuLord 
Lon^ord; 

^ St. JoHMSTowN Reprcfented by GcorgCtCavcn- 
Bo* difii and Joba Taylor Efqrs.-r-pa*; 
tron Earl of GraAard 

Louth Bb, Rcprefented by the Rigbt Hon. Jobn 
Fofter and Thos. James Fortefcue 
Efqrs> — returned by freeholders, 

ArdrrBo- Reprefentedby Wm, Rnxion and 
John Wolfe Efqs. — ^Patron the 
RniUonfamay, 

wCarlingfoRO Reprefented by Sir Charles HcU 
Bo. vocux Bart, and James Blaqnire 
Efq> — Patrons CoL Rofs, and Rofs 
, l^oore Efq. . . 

^ DUNDALR 
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DuNPALK Reprefemed by the Hon. Lord Vifc; 
Ho. count Jocelyn and' Hon. Ceorge 

Jocdyn— Patron £arl of Clanbraflil 
^— tills Bor6ugh is^H niggling for 
* freqdom.t . :. 

DuNtBEJ^ ReprefentedfeyN CoddmgtoriEfq. 
Bb. and the' Hon. thoraas Poller— 
Proprietors Right ftori. John Fofter 
»nd H. God^ogtciiK. * . . . 

Mayo Co. Reprefented by the Kighf Hon. James 
Cuffe arid Hon. Dennis Browne — f 
rcmTB^d by' Freeholders. ^ , , • 

CA-^TLiiBAR Reprefented by EdwafdFi^zgefrid 
Bo. and Francis Cradddcfe tfqrs.— Pa- 

,,, , '. troDf Lord LncafHr . - ,. j ^, 

MSTAs^H Co. Repfeferifcd fcy HOYi: HerCules 
Lang. Kowfey and 'Harmlton Gor- 
; ges Efiqp-r^Rcturned by ftefhold^ . 

, ers. 

Athboy Bo. Reprefented by Hugb Howard and 
Tho. Bligh Jfqrs—pairpn JEarl of . 
Darnky. •' \^ ,.,'; 

PuLEEK Bo-— ReprefenteJd by W*-.- Knott and 
Charles M. Ormlby Efqrs.— pron 
.' prietoi^ Col. firuen.. . J 

^Ei,&:'B6* Reprefenf^d bjr the H«d^ Thomas 
" Packcnham and Heu^ftiBb, Taylor 

—patron Earl of Beftive. 

N^VAN 
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Navan Bi?. ReprefcAted byjofeph Preftoh and 
John PreffQh £fqrs— patroii5r Earl 
of 'Ludlow aud Mr. Preffon of 
Ballinter. 

Ratoath B^. Reprefemed hy CoL Irvine aii^d 
Gorges Xpwther, jun: Efq. — patron 
Gorges Low then 

T|L|i^B^6;.' Reprefented by the Hon. A-Weflej?* 
and Hqu: Clotworthy Taylor — Pa- 
' tronEarl of Mornington ; this Bo- 
rough is ftrttgglbg for Libcny. 

Moon AdRAN Reprefented by 'John Montgomery 
Co. and Charles P. Leflie lEfqrs,— re- 

tmrifced by fr^c^lders- ' ej •' 

MonitAGHAN Reprefented by Right Hon. Lieut. 
Bo, Gen Cunninghame ^nd Cromwell 

. Price Efq. Patrons Lord Clerili«>fit^'' 
- , and General Gtiuninghame. 

QuEE^j'sCo. Reprefented ' by the Right Hon. 
. . , Sir John Piariiell, Bart, and 'Jbhft^* 
. . Warbunon £fq,— -returtifed by free- 
holders. . L. » 

PAi>;<yNAif;/iL Reprefenjtied byJbhqi.Tyad/'H^. ^ 
Bo. . and Col. . Eyre Goote^atron the 
Marquis of DMgheda.. i 

J^Ia^yborough Reprefented > by Char. 'Henry 
Bo. Coote and Sjimuel Hayes Efqrs— 
patrons Sir Joh^ .Paradl and Dean 
Coote. 

*- PORTARtlNGTplf 
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POrtarling- Reprefented by Richard Cavenr 
TON Bo. dilh , and Wm. Browne Efqrs — 
patron Earl of Portarlington. 

Roscommon Reprefented by Sir Edward Crofton 
Co, * Bart, and Arthur French Efq. — ^re^ 
turned by freeholders, 

. Boyle Bo, Reprefented by the Right H<»a. Heri* 
ry King and Thomas Tenifon, Efq. 
—patron Earl of Kingftop. 

RoscpMMO^ Reprefented by George Sandfbrd 
Bo. and Hon^ Moore Sandford Efqrs.-r- 

patron Henry Sandford, 

Tvl3rBo. Reprefented by the Right Hon.. 
James Fitzgerald and Henry Cope 
Efq. — Patronefs Mrs, Walcot, 

5i^lQoCiQ< Reprefented by Jofhua Ed. Cooper, 
• and Charles O'Hara Efqrs. — fe- 
turned by Freeholders,, 

Sx^iQQ Bq, Reprefented hy Robert Wynne and 
Owen V" 
en Wyi 



Owen Wynne,. Efqw, — patron Ow- 
en Wynne. . \ . 



TiPFEHARV Reprefented by Daniel Toler arid 
, Co. John Bagwell; Efqrs. — ^returned by 
Freeholders 

Casheitl Reprefented by Richard Pennefather 
,CiTY. and Wm; Pennefather Efqrs.-^pa- 
ti?OA, Richard Pennefather, 

ClQIfMELI, 
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Clonmell Reprefented by the Hon. William 
"' 50f M5)or^ and Hoq. John Moore— pa^ 
tron Earl of Mountcalhell. 

yy ^ij AR p B6 . Rcpf efetVd by • Thppias ^^arion 

rajidb3.^1el,QAhap, Efqrs. — patrons 

Lord Ljfmore apd Thpmas Barton* 

Tyrone C:>. Repr€fen|e4 hy James StQwart^ Efq* * 
' r and Hon. Thomas I^nox — ret}ifn-r 
^d by f reeholdcjrs. 

A^J^^BR Bor Reprefented by Thomis Coghlan. . 
, ' and ' Ediiiond Stanley Efqrs.— ^pa- ' 
tron Eaj:l of Abprcorn.. . 

Cloghbr Reprefented by Sack. Hamilton and' 
City, Richard To wnlhend . Herbert, Efqrs. 
— patron Biihop of Clogher 

DuNGANNON Rep r<j fen ted by the Hon. John Knox " 
Bo. and the Hon. George Knox. — ^Pro-r 

prietor Lord Welles, " ^ 

Strabane Reprefented by Sir John Stuart ' 
Bo. Hamilton, Bart, and Hon. Henry 

Pomeroy, — Patron Earl of Abercorn. 

Waterford Reprefented by the Right Hon. 
Co. John Beresford and Sir James IVlay^ 
Bart. — Returned by FTeehblders. 

PuNGARVON Reprefented by Marcus Beresford 
Bo. and C. B. Ponfonby, Efqrs — Patrons 

Duke of Devonfhire and Marquis of 
W^tefford. 

* ♦• LlSMQR« 
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LisMQ$,]g,.3o. Reprefented by Sir Richard M^f- 
'' ' : gi'aye, Bart- and Robert Paul Efq.—- 
^ ' . Patron the Duke of Devonfliire. 

Tall^gh Reprefented l^jr Col. Hugh Cane an^ 

fed; "' JohnEgan'Efq.--.t'faebevo^^ 
~' iereftin this-^.oiroughhas been de- 
feated by Col. Cane, 

WAtEkPOKD Reprefented by Henry Alcock and 
' giTYr Robert ShUpland Carew, Efqrs. — 
retufni^i by Ftefemen.— 

Westmeat^ Reprefejcit^ by ; t^e tion.'* ' kbbt.** 
Co., ' Rochfort a.nd "Wni.. Smyth Efq. — re- 
turned by Freeholders. 

AthjLpne R^prcfeatjed by Wm. Handcock |^q. 
Bo- and Sir Richard St. George Bart! — s 
Fatrona Sir Richard St. George and 
Dean Han4cock jointly. - 

Fore Bo. Reprefented by Major Freeraantle 
and John McCarthy Efq. — Patron 
Earl ^f Weftmeath.^ 

KiLBEGkQ4N Repjrefoated by Tbo^. Burgh" and 
Bo. Wm. Shjerlock Efqrs. — Patron Char- 

les Lambert. : . .\ , 

MaiJLii^oA?- JBteprefcntei- by .Francis Hardy and 
Manor. John Doyle, Efcirs— Patron Earl of 
- Granard. 

Wexford 
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Co. Ogle and the Hon. Joba Loftvi^ Xof- 

tus, — ^returned hy Freeholders. 

Bannow Reprefcnted by Ponfoi^by^ Tottenham 
Bo and Ephraim Carrol, Efqrs. — Patron 
Lotd Lbftus. 

Clonmikes Reprefented by Nicholas Loftus Tot* 
Bo. tenhara and Tanker. Chamberlain,. 
Efqrs. — Patron Lord Lcrftus. 

ENNliscOR-lrHY peprrfented by S4r Vefey Col* 
Bo. clo^h, Bart, and Mountford Long- 
field, Efq, — ^Proprietor Sir Vefey Col* 
clough, Bart. 

Fetkard Reprefented by Charles Tottenham 
Bo. and Thomas Loftus E^rs — Patrbn 
Lord^Lofius. 

G^REY fco. K^pteknted by Charles Stanley Monk 
and John Toler, Efqrs. — Proprietor 
Abel Ram. ' * 

New Ross Reprefentfed by Rtjhftrt Leigh and 
Town Charles Tottenham Efqrs^^Proprietor 
Charles Tottenham. 

TAoitSfOs 'Repttfttat^d *y^ the Right Ifon. John 
^Bo» Helly; Hmchifon aiad Warden Flood 
Efq.^PwprfeSbr WaltejvSore 
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WjixrORU Reprefented by: Richard JJa^ille 
TOWN. and Francis Leigh, Hqrs. — Patrons 
Lord Loftus, aad Mr. Neville ; 
but this town is ftruggling for free- 
dom. 

\Vi CKLOW Reprefentedby Nicholas Weftby and 
Co. Wm. Hume, Efqrs. — returned by 
Freeholders. ' 

Baltinglass Reprefented by the Hon. J. Stratford 
Bo. and Hon. B. O'Neil Stratford— 

. Proprietor Earl of Aldborough. 

BiESsiNGTON Reprefented by John Rielly.Efqr. 
Bo. and Sir Richard Johnfton, Bart. — ^ 

Proprietor Marquis of Downftiire 

Carysfort Reprefented by Sir Thomas Olborne 
Bo. Bart, and Charles Ofborne Efq-: — 

Patron £arl of Carysfort, this 
Borough contains but one Cabin. 

WicKLQW Reprefented by Edward Tighe and 
Bo. William Tighe, Efqrs. — Proprietor 

William Tighe.. 

The bare infpedlion of the above ftatement 
'will ocvnyince'the nation, that' of the three hund- 
red inembers who cpmpofe our Houfe of Com- 
mons, etghtyt-Jiyb,only. lare ehofen by the people 
Whilft two hundred and eighteen are nominated 
by the proprietors of venal and corrupt boroughs. 

To 
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To comment on fach a faft would be a6 infuUing 
to the feelifigs as it would be difgraceful to the 
uuderftanding of Irifliin'eil.> Countrymen, in ot- 
der to obtain a Conjiitufionai Parliament^ we have 
the force of influence combined with Ariftocratic 
intereft to encounter, but in the work of reform 
let us view from our fhotes that ifland and thofe 
people whofe co'nduft and example, will in- 
vigorate our exertions and give efficacy to our 
plans. Let the example of Great Britain in- 
fluence Ireland in her purfuits after a Parlia- 
mentary Reform and fhame her to imitation. 
We may reafonably prefume oiir gracious So- 
vereign is friendly to the meafnre, as his prime 
miniller is the warmeft advocate for reform. But, 
alas. Princes of all men, are thofe wp can leaft 
hope 10 be acquainted with, as we moft common- 
ly judge of them upon the report of fervile flat- 
tery, or unjuft envy, and the clamours of the 
various interefts and opinions that are in perpe- 
tual agitation around them confound or fufpend 
the judgment of the wifeft men- Yet if I might 
be allowed to pronounce from a multitude of 
fa6b connefted together, I would fay of oxxr 
King:, that having aheart fulceptible of noble and 
virtuous fentiments, the latter years of his life 
will be employed in promoting the felicity of his 
people, and I trull that future generations may 
experience the happy efie&s of his reign, and 
that his name may be enrolled among the fmall 
but illuftrious band oi Patriot Kings. Our Coiifti- 
tution, if conformable to its firftpriuciples, would 

form 



form the ibwdA: perfeft fyfleat because It U Jabt 
founded on maxmeirs and tranfient cipl$^idii9 but 
on reafoning and experience. The executive 
power, may often fee thwarted hm fo Iwig as 
it deferves the affe&ion ef the nation, ^oaft never 
be endangered ; like the lofty oakj, it^ fbpughs 
may be agitated by the flighteft breath, but the 
depth of its roots and the .ftrength and elafticity 
of its fibres will bid defiance tp :the rug^jed 
impetuofity of winds and &i»:ma« 
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